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PREFACE 


HE Charge drawn up by Mr. Collier, 

againſt the Engliſh Stage hath obliged 

| the Perſons concerned m it, to uſe all 
poſſible methods for ther own  meicatron, But 
their Endeavours of this kind bave been ſuch as 
ſeem to have done no. great Service to their Cauſe, 
The natural Refledtion, ariſins upon the preſent 
State of the Controverſy, is, that, when Perſons ſo 
nearly concerned and ſo well qualified, to ſay all that 
the caſe will bear, bave yet been able to ſay ſo little 
to the main points of the Accuſation brought. againſt 
them, the only effefual Reply would be either to 
write no more for the Stage, or to write for it after 
quite another manner, than of late hath been done, 
They that bave attempted to anſwer the View are in 
good hands already. But ſ1nee other Succaurs are 
called in from abroad, "tis fit the World ſhould 
know, that this Reſerve too hath been already de- 
feated in it's own Countrey. 4nd that we ought nat 
*0 be impoſed upon here in Enpland, with an Adver- 
A2 ſary, 
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ſary, whoſe © Arguments have been not only confuted 
and. Scorned by Others, but alſo retracted by Him- 

If, at home. | 

That Moroſeneſs of humour, which Some in'greats 
good manners bave of late betn pleaſed to fix upon 
the Engliſh as their peculiar Charader might poſ- 
fiby be thought to diſpoſe us to a blameable Extreme 
of Rigor in theſe matters. And therefore a For- 
reign Authority was artificially enough brought in, to' 
reproach our pretended Niceneſs and Auſterity. 
But when the Arguments of this Reply are obſerved 
to carry the Point as high, as even the ſo much up- 
braided View it ſelf All but the Willfully blind 
muſt ſee, that even the Gayeties of France could not 
endure the Cerruptions of the Modern Theatres. 
And that the Complaints againſt ſuch deteſtable 
Abuſes are not due to any Quality of the Climate, 
or particular Turn or Temper; but to the common 
and uniform Principles of Chriſtianity and Virtue, 
which are the ſame im every Nation, profeſſing to be 
governed by them, 

To give that Diſcourſe a better face, it is ih- 
troduced by way of Letter from a Worthy Di- 
vine ,of the Church of England; and publiſhed 
before a ' late Play called Beauty in Diſtreſs. Tis 


P. IX. X, ſaid to be approved, and recommended by that Re- 
AX7l. werend Perſon, for the ſatisfying ſome Scruplex, 


- whether a man may Lawtully write for the 
Stagg,u For a full Reſolution whereof the doubtin 
Poet *1s referred to this Diſcourſe, as that which 
js preſumed to come fully up to his purpoſe. 
But we are not told, whether the Divine or the Poet, 
or who elſe was the Tranſlator of this Diſcourſe : Or 
whether that Worthy Friend" peruſed it in French, 

&r in Engliſh only. IWVhich yet in the preſent Caſe 

arg 
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pre Material Circumſtancesg and ſuch as ought not 
to have been concealed, for Two Reaſons particulay- 
ly, which vs my ſelf obliged to give the Redder 
"11 01 of. | | 
The . Firſt is, That the following Reply produces 
, and anſwers ſome Paſſages of the French Diſcourſe, 
mot to be found in the Engliſh, And theſe not only 
Expreſſions or«ſingle Sentences, but entire Argu- 
ments. Such 1s that of Plays being a Diverfion 
ſuitable to the Deſzpn of inſtituting the Sabbath. 
Such again That which juſtufies the Afing them 
the whole Lent throughout. . Now this manner of 


dealing is not exaGly agreable with that Impattia- ”* 1x. 


litfp:d Freedom promiſed in the beginning of the 
Worthy Divines Letter. And therefore I can 
very bardly be perſwaded, that One of that Charac- 
ter and Funttion,bad the Forming of the Diſcourſe, 
in the manner it nom appears before Mr. M's, 
Play. 

The other Reaſon, why I SuſpeF the Diſcourſe 
mot to be tranſlated, or indeed ſo throughly appro- 
wed, by a Divine of the Church of England. is, 
that, even in what does appear there, be ſpeaks wery 
favourably of ating Plays upon Sundays. Now 
admitting, that all the Profeſſion are not ſuth 
fowr Criticks :s Mr, Collier, yet this is a Liberty, 
which 1 do not remember to have heard, that any 
Modern ' Divines of that Church allow, And 
whatever the Poet's Friend miy be in lis e/- 
teem, I ſhrewdly ſuſpet, that : He would® bardly 
paſs for a very Worthy Divine, who ſhould ſo far 
Countenance theſe Diverſions, as to let them into 
a ſhare of that Holyday, dedicated to the WWor- 
ſhip and more immediate Service of Almighty 
God. cn 
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One would not baſtily queſtion Teſtimonies 
mn matters of Fatt, where there appears any pro- 
bable Arguments to ſupport them, And therefore 
1 am far from objetting againſt the Knowledge and 
Integrity of the Bookſellers called im to vouch for 
that Letter, But withall 1 muſt beg leave to 
think it ſtrange, that a Perſon of Learning and 
Charafer ſhould ſo incautiouſly eſpouſe a Diſcourſe; 
and recommend it for the direion of a Gentleman's 
Conſcience, who conſulted him for Advice ;, the Rea- 
ſoning whereof is not only ſo weak and Superſiciall 
but grounded upon 7iſconſtruftion in ſome, and 
Miſrepreſentation in Other Authorities cited by it, 
Methinks theſe ought to have been well ex d, 
before a man had ſo perfeFly gone in to the Conſe- 
quences drawn from them : ſuch of them at leaſt as 
are exceeding . obvious, and might bave been de 
teffed by recurring to Books, which almoſt every 
Divine hath ready at band. Ml 

In this tranſlated Reply the Reader will not have 
cauſe to complain of ſuch Negle. The Paſſages 
out of Thom : , Aquinas, St.. Jerom, and ſome 
others, have been diligently compared, and the Ori- 
ginals faithfully inſerted in moſt mater1al points. 
And 1 cannot but wiſh, that this Book, extant at 
Paris ever /ince 1694; had fallen into the hands 
of this Doubtins Gentleman, inſtead of that Diſ-- 
courſe, which :t was intended to confute : That nei- 
ther the Tranſlator, nor his Friend the Worthy 
Divine, mizht have given themſelves the Trouble 
of a Vindication of Plays z ſo reproachfully treated, 
and fo ſubſtantially anſwered, that one would wonden« 
it ſhould have the confidence to appear in Engliſh af< 
ter wards, to tempt the ſame Scorn here, when fol- 
lowed croſs the Seas Ly the Biſhop of Meaux, + 
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By ſome expreſſions, T confeſs one might 
be apt to think, that the Author of the Diſcourſe 
was not perfetty known. But of that no 
reaſonable Doubt can remain, when we find 
the Repher to bave retrafted: and Submitted 
L: the Cope of the Church, Why the Au- 
thor expreſſes him(elf in Terms ſo ſoft and ge- 
per al ? ger mie 4. to eb t& 
might in Tenderneſs forbesr his Adverſarys 
Name; Hemight be content to look upon him 
as an unwary Publiſher, rather than the 
Writer ; and, after Submiſſion made, might 
charitably deſire, as far as might be, to cover 
his Reproach. It Suffices, that the Opinions , 
iz the Book be confuted, and expoſed toſhame ; 
and when this is done in the Puniſhment of 
the Reputed Author, the matter is not great, if 
the Name from thenceforth be forgotten. If 
Monsx Caffaro had the Hardineſs to aſſert 
a Trait ſo unworthy his Charatter, his An- 
ſwerer would not add perhaps to the Scanaall, 
when that Shame had been taken to himſelf, 
with a Remorſe becoming the Faif. But be 
this how it will, Cenſures, we know, are not in- 
flied upon Tndefinite Some-bodies 3 that 
ſuch were inflicted, and a Retra:tation made 
the wery firſt Period is peremptory : And T 
hope the Bp. of Meaux, anda his manner of 
mriting, are at leaſt as creaible an Evidence 
of this, as the Bookſellers can be allowed - 
2 4 
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be, of that Letter being genuine, which refers 
Mr. M's Conſcience to the Diſcourſe for 
Satisfattion. 

IT am heartily glad, if the Plays written by 
that ingenious Gentleman are jo chaſt and 
enoffen " 20 as he declares them to be. The 
rather, becauſe the Succeſs he mentions over- 
throws that frivolous Pretence, of the Poets 
lying under a Necsſity of writing lewaly ip 
order to pleaſe the Town. And if this Gen- 
tleman do yet retain the ſame tenderneſs of 
doing qotoag for Gain or Glory, which does 
ot ſtrittly become him: If he be ſtill as 
deſirous to be ſatisfied what does, or does not, 
" become him to do, with regard to the matter in 
hand, as T ought to preſume he was, when he 
conſulted his Friend, I would make it my 
requeſt, that this Reply may be Seriouſly and 
impartially conſidered. And ] cannot but 
hope, that it may diſabuſe him of the” Errours 
the Diſcourle mi2ht lead him into, and I am 
much miſtaken, if, upon theſe Terms, he ever 
writes for the Stage any more. Prejudice and 
Paſſion, Vain glory and Profit, not Reaſon, 
and Virtue, and the Common Good, ſeem but 
too plainly to ſupport this Prattice, and the 
Defence of it, as the matter is at preſent 
managed among us. Anda Perſon of Mr. M's 
Parts and Attainments cannot be at a loſs, for 
much robler Subjects to employ them por: 
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A Popular one perhips it may be, but 
ſure a wilder Suggeition, never was offered to 
men of Common ſenſe, than, that if the Stage 
be damned, the Art uſed by Moſes, and 
David, and Solomon, muſt be no more. 
Are we fallen into an Age /0 incapable of aiſ- 
ringuiſhing, thgt there ſhou!d be no viſible 
difference left between the E xcellencies and the 
Apaſe of any Art? No. Mr: i'ryden him- 
ſelf hath taught aus better. We will have all 
due regard for the Author of Abſalom and Ac- 
hitophel, and ſeveral other pieces of juſt re- 
nown, and ſhould admire him for a rich Veiw of 
Poetry, though he had never written a Flay 
in his whole Life. Nor ſhall we think our ſelves 
obliged to burn the Tranſlation of Virgil by 
wvertue of that ſentence, which ſeems here to be 
pronounced upon that of the Fourth book of 
Lucretius The World, I Suppoſe, are nor 
all agreed, that there is but One Sort of Poetry ; 
and as far from allowing that the Dramatick,zs 
that One. They who write after thoſe Divine, 
Patterns of Moſes &c : mw!!! be no whit theleſs 
Poets, though there were rot a ' heatre lefs 
pon the Face of the Earth ; Their Honoars 
will be more deſerved, 1 ir Lanurells mare wer- 
dant and laitins, whey blemiſhed, with none of 
thoſe Reproaches from Others, or their owj 


breaſts which are due to the Corrupters of 
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men's abhorrence of Vice, and cheriſh their 
dangerous Paſſions. To tell us then, that All, 
ever Divine; Poetry muit be ſilenced and 
for ever lojt, when the Play-houſes are once 
ſhut up, is to impoſe too groſſely upon our 
Unaer itandings. And their 8 ophifery bears 
hard, methinks, upon Profayene(s, which in- 
finuates the Hymns dittated by the Holy pate 
of God, to be ſo nearly related to the Modern 
Compoſitions for. the Stage, that both muſt of 
neceſſity ſtand and fall together. 

If Poetry have of late ſunk in its credit, 
that misfortune is owing to the degenerate and 
Mercenary Pens, of ſome who have ſet ap for 
the great Maſters of it. No man I preſume, 
zs for exterminating that noble Art, 30 not 
even in the Dramatick part ; provided it can 
be effectwally reformed. But if the Reforma- 


tion of the St age be no longer pratticable, rea- 


ſon good that the incurable Evil ſhould be cut 


off : If it be practicable, let the Perſons con- 
cerned grve Evidence of it to the World, by 
tempering their Wit ſo, as to render it Ser- 
viceable to Virtuous purpoſes, without give 
mag juſt offence to wiſe, and Good men. For 
it is no' the Tretence of a good Deſign which 
eau free the Unaertakers from Blame, unleſs 
the Goodneſs of tile end and Intention be Se- 
canaed with a Irudent Manazement of the 
Means, 421if Matters once ſhowld come to 
of | that 
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that Extremity, better and much more becons- 
ing of the Two, no doubt it were, that our 
Maker's Praiſes ſhould be ſunk into Proſe 
(us this Ingenious Perſon phraſes it ) than that 
3n the midſt of a Chrifttan City, that Maker 
ſhould be ſix days in ſeven publickly inſulted 
and blaſphened in Poetry. 
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LF | HAT Father,who is Suppoſed to This Tier 


Diſcourſe in defence of Plays hath % 
given publick SatisfaCtion to rhe World; by on 
a Recantation, as Submiſſive 25 1t was ſo» - 


lemn. The Authority of the Church hatl? 
exerted it ſelf upon this Occaſion. And, by 
Her Pious Care, Truth hath had right done 
it,ſound Doftrine i 1s aſſerted and oreſery ed ; 
And all that now remains neceilary to be 
done, is to diſabuſe and inform the worid, 
upona Subject which great pains have been 
taken to darken and perplex. "ihe Argu- 
ments made ule of to this purpoſe are indeed 
in their own nature but weak and trivolous; 
Such as would deſerve only to be deſpiſed; 
if we might. be allowed to deſpiſe. any 
thng, which brings unwary and injudicious 
S9uls 
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Souls into hazard; And ſuchare theſe,becauſe 
in their Conſequences apt to confound men 
of worldly minds, whoare always diſpoſed to 
be led eafily into Errour, by any thing that 
cheriſhes and flatters their Inclinations. The 
Authority of the Holy Fathers is here very 
laboriouſly eluded, and That of the School- 
men andCaſuiſts ſet up in Oppoſition againſt 
it: And ſome crafty Accommodations have 
been found out to-bring theſe two ſeeming- 
ly contending Parties upon amicable terms 
with one another ; As it Plays ih proceſsof 
time were become more innocent, pure and 
inoffenſive inOur days,in compariſon of what 
they were in Theirs, who invzighed againft 
them with ſuch Holy Vehemence heretofore, 
Thefacred names of Sr. Thomas and other 
eminent Lights in the Church are produced 
in their Vindication ; and even the Confe(\- 
ſions of Penitents made to give Teſtimony 
cothe Lawfullneſs and Harmleſs effeQts of 
theſe Diverſions. The Perſon concerned 
in this Apology is a Prieſt and a Confeſſor, 
and he gives us his folemn word, that he 1s 
utterly ignorant of all thoſe Vices and evil 
Conſequences,which are charged upon Plays, 
by ſome over-rigorous and moroſeDivines. 
The force of Publick Cenſures, and the Au- 
thority of Rituals, are weakned and diſpar- 
aged: And no Artifice inſhort is omitted in 
thislittle Tract, which ſonarrow a —_— 
; cou 
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could be capable of. For as it's Brevity 
would render it more generally read, ſo the 
Compoſition is of that contrivance, which 
will qualify it admirably for impoſing upon 
the Reader, by putting a good-face upon a 
bad Cauſe. | 
quiſite, to abuſe the weak and ignotant; and 
to give countenance to that Infirmity of Hu- 
mane Nature, which, without ſuch Advo- 
cates, 1s but too prone to indulge it felf. 
Upon theſe accounts ſome Perſons eminent 
for their rage and Learning, and their Sta- 
tion in the Church, who are throughly ac- 
quainted with the diſpoſitions of ind, 
and well aware of the miſchiefs, which may 
grow from thus patronizing them , have 
thought itmay be a uſefull and ſeaſonablepre- 
vention,toreturnan anſwer to this Difcourſe, 
by ſome ſhort RefleQions,which befides the 
fame advantage ofBrevity to recommend 
them to the Readers Peruſall, may in all 
points be agreable to the great Principles of 
Religion. By the advice of theſe Perſons 
it is, thatT ſuffer this little Tract to come as 
broad, and make a ſmall Addition to theſe- 
_ __ already publiſhed upon this 

ubject, - X 

II. Tyfamore thoſe powerfull Prepoffeſſi- 
ns,which ſoconſiderablean Authority as that 
bf Thomas Aquinas might infect mens minds 
withal, it may poſſibly bethought the pro- 
on B 2 pereſt 


Nothing farther could be te- 
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pereſt courſe to begin this Tra& with dif- 
cuſſing the ſeverall Paſſages produced in 
favour of Plays from ſo eminent a Caſuiſt. 
But Iratherchooſe to lead my Reader to the 
Truth by a ſhorter Cut 3 and, before I en- 

age him in this Examination, to lay down 
ome plain principles, which will requirenei- 
ther niceneſ(s of Judgment,nor laboriousRea- 
ny For thus much is agreed on all hands, 
and no man indeed can pretend to deny it, 
that ifS:.Thomas,and other HolyPerſons have 
tolerated or allowed Plays, it was no part of 
their Intention, that ſuch among theſe asare 
deſtructiveofGood manners ſhould lay claime 
toany Privilege or Bencfit, by ſuch To- 
Icration, or be thought in any degree to be 
approved or protected by them. This is the 
poin:, to which we muſt keep our, Adver- 
ſaries clole,and I deſire no fairer Advantage 
to joyn Iſſue upon, not doubting but upon 
+ this ſingle Conceſſion I ſhall be able toover- 

” comes throw all the Pretenlions of this Apology. 
vs be T1. Now the Firſt thing, which I find 
fe from Zuilt with upon this Occaſion, is, that One 
Blane, © who calls himſelf a Prieſt ſhould have the 
zhouw. Confidence to affirm, that Plays, ſuch as are 
would 7*- ow acted, are {uch as he can ſee nofault it 
preſent A : ! , 
;:. bay that *they ore at preſent (0 pure upon the 
* P.XXl. French Threatre, that there is nothing in them 
_— which can offend the chaſteſt Far. Itſcems 
then at this rate, that either all thoſe impi- 
ous and ſcandalous Paflages, in which the 
Com- 
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Compoſitions of ' Molizre: abound, mult be 
allowed for Innocent and Unblameable ; or 
elſe that theſe Plays are not to be reckoned 


among the Modern Compoſitions. Andajl, 


this, though he were an Author, that dye 
in a manner but. the other .day, in publick 


view ; and who Still continues to fill rhe; 


Rage, with-the groſſeſt  and..moſt nauſious: 
Double-entenares that ever in any Age poy- 
ſoned the Ears of Chriſtians. 


But by your leave, Sir , Prieſt or. 


Mozk,or Chri;tian at lealt if you be,youcan- 
not certainly be ignorant,that ſuch infanious 
Expreſſions as His, arc included among thoſe 
flrhy things, which 2ught not ſo »uch as to.be 
once named among the Saints. And therefore 


you muſt not oblige me to repeat ſuch pal. ». 


ſages, as cannot be {ſpoken or hcard without 
a breach of modeſty. Conſider therefore, 
if you dare preſume openly to avow, and 
eſpouſe the Cauſc of ſuch Compolitions, as 
make it their conſtant practice and buſineſs 
to expoſe Virtue and Religion to ſcorn and. 
Contempt .; to excuſe Debauchery and 
make it paſs for Gallantry and Humour ; 
where Modelty 1s ctcrnally o: cnded, and 
Chaſtity in danger of being violated, by:the 
boldeſt and molt Shame leſs atrcmprs upan 
if, For what other Conſtruction can I 
reaſonably put upon thoie impudent Expreſ- 
ſ:ons, over which a Vail perhaps 1s drawn, 
_ B 2 Þut 
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but ſuch as is much too thin to cover their 
Nakedneſs ? Think again if you can recon» 
cile it with the CharaQter of a Prze#, or in 
truth of any common Chri/tia, to vindicate 
and approve thatViceandDiſſolutneſs, which 
the Operas of Quznault do even teach b 
Rule, and advance as Doctrine, by allthoſe 
falſe Softneſſes and Treacherous Invitations 
to male uſe of Time and Youth, of which 
his Poems are full. For my -owrt part I 
muſt tell you, that I my {elf have ſeen that 
Author very ſerioully Lament thoſe Extra- 
vagances a hundred times, But now we 
are come to that paſs, as even to countenance 
and defend what he thought juſt cauſe of 
Repentance and deep Remorſe, whea he 
cameto a better ſenſe of things,and began to 
think of his Salvation in good Earneſt. And 
if the French Theatre be fo little liable to 
Cenſure, as this Diſcourſe would perſwade 
us, we mult go farther yet, and think it al- 
lowable, that thoſe Sentiments which the 
Corruption of our nature finds, ſo ma- 
nifeſt and great danger from being flattered 
and upheld in, ſhould receive yet more ad- 
vantage of impreſling themſelves upon our 
Souls, by that life and moving Efficacy con- 
veyed into them, from the Muſical Airs and 
Meaſures, which inſpire nothing but Ef- 
feminacy. | who: | 


l 
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If Laly was a Maſter in his Art, he 
muſt have ſhewed it, as indeed he hath, by 
ſuting the Airs and Voices of his Men and 
Women Singers to the Words and Genius 
of the Poems they recite. And his Compo- 
ſittons ſo much eſteemed and Sung in the 
World ſerve only to infinuate the moſt de- 
ceitfull Paſſions, and render them as pleaſing 
and as lively, as it is poſſible for all the 
Witchcraft of Muſick to do. And theſe 
things, it is plain, would not enter fo eaſily, 
nor ſtick ſo faſt upon the Memory, had they 
not firſt gained the Outworks, and by tak- 
ing Poſſeſſion of the Ear made their way 
into the Heart. 

It is to littleorno purpoſe to reply upoh 
this occaſion, that the Minds of the SpeCta- 


| tors are wholly intent upon the Song and 


the ſhow, without entring ſo far as the ſenſe 
of the Words, or being affefted with the 
Paſſions expreſſed by them. For this is the 
very Point in which the Danger lyes, that 
while men are charmed by the Sweetneſs 
of the Muſick, or confounded by the ſurprif- 
ing Gayety of the Scenes and Action, theſe 
Sentiments get within us before we are a- 
ware, and force a delight upon us, which 
weare not provided to withitand. Now 
there is no need, God knows, of arming 
thoſe Inclinations with Muſick and Voices, 
which þy their own proper ſtrength #e but 
| b 4 £99 
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too well qualified,to makea conqueſt of our 
Vertue. Andif you will maintain, that the 
bare Repreſentation of the molt agreable 
Paſſions in the Tragedies written by a Cor- 
zeille and a Racine, brings Modeſty tato no 
Lazard ; I muſt be bold to fay, that in ſado- 
ing you take upon you tq give the Latter of 
ro 4 Authors the Lye. Who now having 
betaken hiniſelf to noble Studies and Sub- 
jects more worthy his CharaQter, does not 
ſtick to renounce his Bexenice, And I have 
no other reaſon for mentioning this rather 
than the reſt of his Plays, but that it offer- 
cd it (elf firtt to my Thoughts. But while 
the Poet is content to bluſh for his Perfor- 
mances, and think them liable to cenſure ; 
You, Szr, who pretend to the Character of 
a Prieſt, are Jabouring his Relapſe,and would 
:- -, _n reconcile him to his former Errours. 
the "4 IV. Youtell us farther that ſuch Repre- 
-n1 41101 Tſenrations of the Paſſions that are agreableto 


. 


of 16: 7%;- us, and the Words by which thoſe Paſſions 
Pre ny arc expreſſed in Plays, do not excite them in 
by 4:4 us, except only by an indireCt and very rc- 
"14. mote Operation,caſually and by Accident ( as 
Xx77, r, YOuare pleaſed to phraſe it )Jand not in real; 
44+ 47: ty anain the wature of thething. But the mat- 
fer 1s quite otherwiſe. For certainly no- 
thing can be more dizett, nothing is more 
eſſential, more natural ro thele Compoſiti- 
£10ns, chanthat which is the very End, and 


expreſs 


- upon PLAYS. 'Q. 
expreſs Deſign of the Compoſers, the Aftors, 
and the Audience. What, I beſeech you, 
was the Intention of Corneille in his Cid but to 
make the whole Houſe in love with his Chz- 
mene,that every man there ſhould joyn with 
Roderique'\n the Adoration he pays her, 
that they ſhould tremble, and Sympathiſe 
with him when in fear of loſing her; and 
look upon themſelves as happy as He 
<d, when in hopes of enjoying his Miſtriſs ? 
The very Firſt and fundamentall Princi- 
ple of the Drama, whether for Tragedy or 
Comedy, is to inffaſe into the Audience 
the prelent Diſpoſitions of the Stage; to 
make each SpeCtator a party in what is do- 
ing. And iteither the Poet or the Player 
have not theskill ro move and tranſport us 
with the Paſſhon he is labouring to expreſs 
pray what becomes of him ? Does he not pre- 
{ently grow flatand cold upon your hands, 
tedious and ridiculous ? "I his I am ſure is the 
Judgment of the great Maſters in this Art ; 
{lo ſays Horace. 


Si. curat cor Spectantis tetigiſſe querela,-» 


— Aut dormitabo aut ridebo, Art Poet. 
He that would hawe Spectatators ſhare his 
luſt write not valy well but movingly,(Grief, 
And raiſe men's Paſſions fo what _—_ 
J 
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He only makes me ſad who ſhows the way 
And firſt is ſad himſelf : then ( Telephas, ) 
T feel the weight of Tour Calamities, 

And fancy y 98. Msſeries my Own ; 


nothing. That all his Contrivance tends 
this way,and the very form andDeſign of his 
great Pains is, that weThould be faſhioned 
upon the model] he Setsus in his Hero ; thar, 
like Him,We ſhould be Smitten and charm- 
ed with Beautifull Faces, and adore them as 
if they were Divinities upon Earth; In a 
word, that we ſhould even be proud to ſa. 
crifice every thing to their Pleaſure and ſer- 
vice, Every thing except Glory and Fame, 
which hath Sometimes the Privilege of be- 
ing reſerved. "Byt even this Honour, as 
they have managed the matter, is at leaſt 
il as dangerous an Qbje&t of our Love, as 
'''f even Beauty it ſelf. To talk then at the rate 
= of this Author, and pretend, with his Dif- 
'Y courſe, that the Stage excites thoſe paſſions 
li IndireRtly, and by Accident only7-which it 
'N is it's main endand proper Buſineſs to raiſe ; 
'N and inthe ſuctesfull moving whereof all the 
| commendation of the Poets and iy 
1 = Skull 


. 


1 But if you AGF them ill, I ſleep or laugh. 
| J you Ld. Roſen. s 
This And a great deal more youwill find ||| 

| there tothe ſame purpoſe. It is Plain there- 
| fore, that, ifthe Poet does not do this,he does ||| 
| 
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Skill conſiſts, is to overthrow the firſt Prin- 
ciples of the Drama and to contradiRt all the 
Rules of this Art, and the Unanimous Voice 
of thoſe Maſters, that have pretended to ex- 
cell or give direCtions in it. 


It is yet farther all edged, and our Author þ,,, 
makesuſe of the ſame Objection, in thismat- XXx17,Fr, 


ter, that even Hiſtory it ſelf, which is fo 7* 
grave and ſerious a method of InſtruQtion, 
makes uſe of ſuch words, as expreſs the Paſſions 
( even the Bible it Self not excepted; ) and 
that This labours to repreſent things inits 
way, as lively and movingly as Plays do, 
and endeavours that the Reader ſhould be 
affected, and think himſelf concerned in the 
Good and evil Aftions deſcribed there : 
But what a Groſs miſtake ( if not what Per- 
verſneſs and Sophiistry rather ) is this, to ſer 
theſe two upon the hae foot 3 to make no 
difference between the Art of repreſenting 
Ill Attions fo as to fill men with juſt horror 
and deteſtation of them ; and that of giving 
us ſuch Images of the Agreable Paſſions, as 
may recommend them toourTaſtand create 
a ſenſible delight in, and Liking for them ? 
And, if even among Hiſtories, any of them 
have ſo far degenerated from the dignity 
of their Character, as to purſue the ſame 
vile deſign with Plays, in moving the dan- 
erous and deceitfull Paſſions 3 Who is ſq 
lind,or ſo partiall,as not to ſee and ne 

| Es | thcle 


I'2 


Maxims and Reflefins 


theſe ought to be degraded from theTitle of 
Hiſtories, and reckoned among, Romances 
and fuch other 'Trompery, as have been the 
great Corruptors of mens Morals and Con- 
verſation ? 

It the thing Plays aim at be notto che- 
riſh thoſe, which men are pleaſed to call the 
foft and delicate Paſſions, though the bot- 
tom of them be excecding groſs and foul ; 
T would be glad to know, what is the Rea- 
ſon, that men find in themſelves a greater 
difpoſition to be moved, and a more {enſible 
pleaſure from {uch Exprefſions of them , at I a 
that Age, when theſe Paſſions naturally ride I} 3 

| 


highelt. For whence Springs this delight 
it it be not ( as St, Auguſtine obſerves ) 


from hence, that then, and there you ſee you 


even feel the exatt rejemblanes, the Incentives, 
the Growthof your own paſſions,the matter 
they feed upon, and allthe ſecret Springs by 
which they are moved ? And what is all 
this, ſays the ſame good man,but a molt de- 
plorable Diſeaſe of the Mind, and an Evi, 
dence how wretchedly our 'Aﬀectionsare de- 
praveil ? The Actors, who appears to us 
traniported upon ſuch Occaſion area Glaſs in 
which we {ceour own laces; each Spectator 
preſently turns an Actor in the Tragedy,and 
plays over his own Paſſions, though 1nſen- 
fible,and unſeen : Tis manitelt he does, from 
hence 3 becauſe all the Fiction and Perſo 
| nating 
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inſipid, and never entertains us delightfully, 
on-Etill ic bzve found within our ſeives ſome 
Reality, Which anſwers to that outward 
lie- EReſemblance. This is the true account, why 
he B theſe Pleaſures are more languid and feeble 
ot- EF as Men grow farther into Years, and betake 
I ; F themſelves to a life of Gravity aad ſerious 
a- © Thoughts, We do not then receive the 
er | ſame Impreſſions, except we take pains to 
le | tranſport our ſelves into theſe Paſſions, by 
at E awakening remembrances of what we were 
le Þ in Youth : That ſcafon of Liſe, which is 
t I the moſt addicted to ſenſe. And therefore, 
) Þ when Old men are thus affected, it is becauſe 
u IF they induſtriouſly blow up the dormant 
> K Sparksof that fire, which is very much a- 
r | bated and damped by ime, though it bs 
Y | not quite gone our. 
Itimmodeſt Paintings do naturally con- 
vey into the mind the ftilchy Ideas of whar 
they expreſs, and for that reaſon are .con- 
demned, becauſe no. Beholder can reliſh all 
that a Maſterly hand deſigned to expreſs, 
without ſharing 1a. the Temper and Þi{po- 
ſition of the painter, and. imagining hunielf 
ky it were ) in the, poltures hc ices 19 
rawn 3 How much more vigorous muſk 
thoſe Impreſſions bezwhich the Stage makes 
upon us, where, every thing hath reall Life 


and Action ; where we have notto do witH 
A 


nating upon the Stage is of it ſelf cold and 
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a dead pencill and dry Colours, but with 
living Perſons, withreall Eyes burning with 
Love, or ſoft Glances ſunk and overwhelm: 
ed with Paſſions; with real Tears in the Ac 
tors which likewiſe draw Tears from the 
SpeRators. In ſhort, with ſuch true moti: 
ons and geſtures, as kindle and Scatter the 
ſame Sentiments all around, and ſet the Pit 
and Boxes on fire. And yet after all this 
you have the Confidence to tell us, that the 
Theatre, which dayly produces ſuch effeRts, 
does not move the Paſſions naturally and in- 
duſtriouſly,but i»direfFy only and by Chance. 
Why do you not proceed farther yet ? 
for by the ſame reaſon you may pretend, 
that all thoſe Diſcourſes, which have a dire 
tendency to kindle theſe flames ; that ſtir up 
young people to Love, ( as it that age were 
not of it {elf ſufficiently diſpoſed to folly 
that make them envy the Condition of Birds 
and Beaſts, which have nothing to check or 
interrupt them in the purſuit and — 
ence of their paſſions; and bewail very ſadly 
the Importunate and troubleſome Reſtaints 
which Reaſon and Shame put upon theſe 
Gratifications of the Senſual Appetite ; Why 
do you not I ay, pretend that Theſe and a 
hundred other things ofthe like nature, with 


cite the Paſſions, by Accident only ? en 
yet there is the moſt evident Demonſtrari- 


upon PLAYS. 
on, that theſe things are purpoſely contrived 
and managed to move them 3 that if they be 
defeated and miſs of this end, the Rules of 
Art are broken and diſappointed ; and both 
Poet and the Player have loſt their Labour. 
What, I beſeech you, dees an ACtor in 
Effet, when he takes pains to play a Paſ- 
fion naturally, but uſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours to revive and reinforce thoſe Senti- 
ments which hehath formerly felt, and from 
his own Experience, found to be Naturall ; 
ſuch as,if he were truly a Chriftian,he would 
long ſince have drowned in the Tears of Re- 
pentance, paſt the power of ever riſing any 
more : or if they made any freſh attempr, 
they ſhould not be remembred, but with 
Horrour? Whereasnow in order to the giy- 
ing them a lively repreſentation,, he muſt 
of neceſſity receive them withall their treach- 
erous Graces, and envenomed Charms, and 
with great diligence work them up toſuch 
a pitch, as may Scatter their poyſon, and ren- 
der them contagious to all the Company. 
But to This it is anſwered, Thatthough 
all this be allowed to appear upon the Stage, 
yet it is all repreſented as a Weakneſs, I 
allow the Plea ; but deſire lm that urges 
it to anſwer me again, what Sort of Weak- 
nels it is there repreſented to be. Is it not 
a Weakneſs, which the Theatres labour to 
dignify and recommend as Something tle 
an 
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and Noble ? Ts it not ſuch, as makes a part 
of their Character of Heroes and Heroines ? 
Is it not a weakneſs ſo Nicely wrought, ase- 
ven to be transformedinto a Virtue, ſuch as 
is admired, and applauded; fſucl1 as is ef- 
teemed fo cſſentiall to. giving the world 
diverſion, that no publick Entertaigment 
will go down. without it > But why doI 
lay without it, when mens palates are ſo vi- 
tiated, as to taſt nothing,not only where this 
is wanting, but where it does not govern in 
chief, and animate the whole Action? 

You may proceed in your own method, 
and tell us it you pleaſe, that all this Pomp 
and Preparation does not directly and 77 it's 
own nature feed the flames of fenſuall De- 
fires ; or, that Luſt is not evil, and all that 
induſtry to cheriſh and inflame it hath no- 
thing repugnant to Pecency and Morality ; 
or, that the Fire warms us 7narettly and by 
chance only; that while the Softeſt and moſt 
moving expreſſions are nicely choſen, to re- 
preſent the Paſſions of a furious Lover, all 
the warmth conveyed into the Audience by 
his wicked deſires is purely Caſual! ;, You 
may tell us, that the Modeſty of a Young 
Virgin is offended and violated by Atcident ; 
by all thoſe paſſages, wherein One of her 
own Sex ſpeaks of the Conflicts ſhe hath 


. with Inclination , where ſhe confeſſes her 


Virtuo vanquiſhed, and owns her defeat on 
the 
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the Lover, whom The Submits to as her Con- 
querour. That which no where appears in 
common Converſation , That which even 
thoſe, who yield in reality to this Weak- 
neſs, take all imaginable pains to conceal], a 
young Lady, ſhall even learn, and be 
taught to glory 1n, in Plays. She ſhall ſee 
it praftis*d, not only in Perſons to whom 
the World make allowances, and expeCt no 
better from , but in Perſons ot topping 
Character ; in thoſe yho are reprelented 
Modeſt, and Chait af Virtuons, in Hero- 
ines, who are propoſed for Patterns to 
others ; And thoſe Confeſſions of trailty , 
which People bluſh at in private, are 
thought fit to' be Proclaimed to all the 
World ; and, as it they were ſome ſurpri- 
ſing Excellence, carry the general applauſe 
of the Theatre before them. 

I may reaſonably preſume,, that what 
went before hath ſufficiently demonſtra- 
ted that Natural tendency to Vices,which 
the Repreſentation of the Agreeable Paſſi- 
ons hath in it ;. though nothing more were 
contained in this Argument , than only a 
Proof, that this cheriſhes and feeds, and d&- 
ſignes and contrives with prerucditated In- 
duſtry to ſtrengthen and countenance, that 
Concupiſcence, which is the Principle and 
Cauſe of Vice in us. To all this it 1s re- 
ply'd, that in order to prevent this AﬀeCti- 
C out 


17 


V.iWpetbe? 


the Modern 


Plays bave 


Refined 


Senjual 


Love, by 


mabing 18 
ent m 


Marriag2; 


18 Maxims and Reflefltons 


on from becoming, ſinful, the Theatre pu- 

rifies and refines the Paſſon of Love. That, 

as the Stage is now-a-days reform'd, it hath 
conſulted the Rules of Decency, and taken 

off all the groſs, and filthy, and unlawful 

part of this Paſſion ; and that it goes no 
farther, than an Tnnocent Liking and Incli- 

nation to Beauty, which concludes at laft in 
honourable Marriage. Thus much then is 

nted us however; that, upon theſe 

_ all thoſe infamous Proftitutions of 
Women, ſo frequent even in the Modern 

Falian Comedies, ought to be utterly ba- 

niſh'd from among Chriſtians ; and all 

thoſe rank unlawful Amours in the Com- 
poſitions of Molzere, will fall under the fame 
Condemnation. 'I hey who argue thus, 

will find themſelves obliged, by their own 
Principles, to diſallow all thoſe Diſcourſes , 

in which this rigorousCenſurer of theGreat 

See Moli- Canons, this grave Reformer of the Airs 
ere*s Pre- and Expreſſions ot our {:elles, does yet open- 
entes Fa ly avow the Principles of a Scandalous To- 
t. leration in the calie Husbands, and follicites 
the Wives to take a ſhameful revenge upon 

their jealons Husbands. , He hath let the 

, World ſee, what benefit they are to expe 

from the Morals of the Stage, who only 

falls foul upon the Follies, and expoſes the 
Ridiculous Fopperies of Mankind, and fuf- 

fers in the mean while all their Vice and 


Debaucherics 


upon PLAYS. 
Debaucheries to paſs without any Con- 
tempt or Reproach. Poſterity, 'tis proba- 
ble, will hear what End this Comick Poet 
made, who was ſeiz'd with his laſt Fit of 
Sickneſs, as he was Atting his own Malade 
Imaginaire, of Medecin Malgre luy, and died 
in the ſpace of few hours after, Thus this 
Unhappy Man paſſed from the Diverſions 
and Buffooneries of a Theatre, where he 
drew almoſt his laſt Breath ; to the Dread- 
ful Judgment Seat, of him who hath pro» 
nounced , Wo unto you that Laugh zow, for je 
ſhall mourn and weep, They that have lefc 
the Nobleſt Monuments of Wit behind 
them, ſhall not be able to eſcape or ſhelter 
themſelves from the Juſtice of God : Net- 
ther the moſt Ingenious Poems , nog the 
moſt Charming Muſick will be regarded 
by Him 3 nor will He ſpare ſuch, as have, 
by theſe or any other Methods, promoted 
Senſuality and Vice. Nor will it be a ſuf- 
ficient Plea in bar to'his Righteous Judg- 
ment, for you, Sir, whoever you be, who 
undertake to vindicate Plays upon {o fris 
volous a Pretence as this, that they com- 
monly end in Marriage. For however 
you may, in outward appearance, take off 
that filthy and unlawful part, which would 
grovoke ſhame in the Repreſenrarions ol 
rophane Love ; yet is it not poſſible real- 


ly to be ſeparated from it upon the Stage. 
C 2 Manage 
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Manage it never ſo dextrouſly gild it over 
as artificially as can be, and cal] it by what 
Name you pleaſe, {till at the bottoma *tis 
neither better nor worſe, than that Luſt of 


?* the Fleſh ; Which, when St. Joh forbids 


Men to Love, he does, by Parity of Rea- 
ſon, forbid M:n to recommend 1t Studi- 
ouſly to the Love of others. That groſs part 
which you boaſt of removing, we are not 
at all beholding to you for; it 1s what would 
provoke abhorrence, if you ſuffer'd it to 
appear ; and therefore, even the Cunning 
of keeping it out of Sight is but the more 
miſchievous ſtill: The Covering you put 
upon it does but engage Mens Wills with 
greater Addreſs; and the more refined the 
Paſſion is, the more dangerous and ſabtle is 
the infeQion. You do not, I am confi- 
dent, believe in good earneſt, that the Con- 
tagion of a Mortal Diſeaſe cannot be ſpread 
without a groſs Object ; or that the ſecret 
flames of a Heart, too much diſpos'd to Love 
in any way,or uponany provocation what- 
ſoever, are at all correQed or abated by the 
Idea of ſuch Marriages as you preſent us 
with , in-the Perſonsof your Amorous fine 
Gentlemen and Ladies. If this -be your 
opinion, you are extreamly miſtaken. You 
ſhould.not indeed, upon this Occaſion, bring 
me under an unavoidable neceſfity of en- 
larging in the. Explanation of ſuch things, 
as 
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25 it were much better * never to have 
thrown away one ſingle thought upon ; and 
well for the World it they never entred in- 
to Mens heads at all. But, fince you fan- 
cy, that all is made up by this Decency of 
Marriage at laft, I mult be tree to tell you, 
that this Stratagem does you little or 'no 
ſervice in the preſent caſe. Paſſion can fix 
upon none but it*s proper Object;and there- 
fore when Amours are repreſented, the Pro- 
voking of Senſuality muſt needs be the Re- 
ſult of them. Marriage admits of many 
things in private, without the leaſt Re- 
proach, which nothing but the moſt hard- 
ned Impudence would bear to have made 
publick. And if that Sacred Name had 
been ſufficient to protect all the inſtances 
even of Conjugal Atiection, 1/aac and R:- 
becca needed not have taken ſuch pains to 
conceal their innocent Pleaſures, and the 
mutual "Teſtimonies of their chaſt and vir- 
tuous Fondneſs. My meaning 1s, that even 
things, which in themſelves are lawful, are 
yet {ſometimes ſo far from . preventing; their 
contrary, as even to excite and produce it. 
In a word, whatever comes by reflection 
does not extinguiſh that which procceds 
{rom Inftint ; and a Man may venture 


de upon Modeſty and Chaſtity by all 


j 0 affirm , that ſome ſecret atremprs are 


*Moſc Paſſages, which move our Senſual 
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AﬀeXtions, ever in thoſe Plays which are 
leaſt liable to Reproach.It matters not whe- 
ther this Attack be made in cloſe hght, or 
at a diſtance ; whether the Place be Bomb'd, 
or the Walls ScaPd; the taking of the 
Town 1s the end of both. That natural 
byaſs, which draws Mens hearts to Cor- 
ruption, begins preſently to ſurrender to the 
firſt Impreſſions of. Senſual Love; The 
Remedy , which Refleftion or Marriage 
bye A comes too late: The Breach 
is made, and the feeble ſide of the Heart 
aſſaulted, if not already abſolutely van- 
quiſh'd: And that tying the Marriage- 
Knot, ?tis plain, 1s a matter too grave and 
ſerious,” to work an Audience up into an 
delightful Paſſion. People come thither 
for Pleaſure, and, ſince the Poet cannot 
propoſe to give it them by ſo ſolemn a mat- 
ter as this, *tis plain, that Marriage 1s 
brought into Plays, not as any part of the 
main deſign of Writing or Acting them, 
but purely for form and faſhion's ſake, 
and to give their Amours a little better 
Colour to the World. 

I will go farther yet ; and venture to 
fay, that when moving the Paſſions is the 
thing aimed at, That which is lawfyl 
1s far and diftaftfil , and 'the unlawf 
pnly hath Charms, and a grateful Reli 

; t 1eiencts Funichns had begun with a fa 
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and regular Demand of Pamphila ( or 


whatſoever elſe the Idol of his afletiions 
had been ) for his Wife ; Would the 
Houſe, think you, have been tranſported 
to that degree, the Author intended and 
labour'd that they ſhould? By no means. The 
ſhare of that young Man's happineſs, which 
fell to the Spettators, would have been 
much leſs,if it had not been unexpected,Sur- 
prifing, gay forbidden, and carried by force. 
And, if the Modern Comedies do not intro- 
duce ſuch Rapes as that was, yet they raiſe 
Imagination of other things no leſs dang- 
erous in their -Conſequences. And Thele 
are the Violences they. commit upon the 
Heart, when they*endeavour to draw it 0- 
ver, and get it into their power, without 
conlidering, whether they have any right 
to diſpoſe of it, or whether the Deſire thus 
excited be not carried beyond their juſt 
Bounds. So that, upon the whole matter, 
the Spectator cannot be egtertained to his 
mind, who comes thither merely for plea- 
{ure and delight, unleſs in ſome part or other 
of the Repreſentation, the true Rules and 
Meaſures of Virtue bedeſpiſed and ſet aſide. 
That which isLawtull and Regular, withour 
a mixture of ſomethingelſe, would pallhisAp- 
petite, and prove inſipid. In ſhort, The main 
gefign of all Plays , according to the Modell 
ot thepreſcnt age, is to inſpire the Pleaſure 


of 
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of Love. You look upon the CharaQterg, 
not as Perſons that marry, but as perſons 
Courting, and addreſſing, and fond ofone 
another ; and the Quality the SpeQtators 
covet to be in, is not that of Huſband or 
Wife, but that of Lover or Miſtreſs, and, 


EE-S of ! 


'* Chriftian, why the Paſſion of Love ought 
1y ac. not to be thus Expoſed to publick view, and 
| {et oft with all its allurements, no not even 
then, when it hath no proſpett or relation 
to any End, but ſuchas is lawfull. And 
thar( as 2 Modern Author in his Treatiſe 
upon Plays, hath ingeniouſly obſerved ) is 
This, That all Mariage preſuppoſes Con- 
cupiſcence, and fuch Inclinations, as accor- 
ding to the PreEpts of the Goſpell it is our 
duty to refiſt, and, by conſequence, ſuch 
as we ſhould uſe our beſt endeavours to 
7e Xupr, arm every Chriſtian againſt. This is an 
—_ Evil, which ( according to Sr. Auguſtin ) 
Xx! wr, Vice and Debauchery make an ill uſe of, 


{2,111 21. Marriage converts to a good Uſe,and a ftate 


of Virginity andContinenceexcell in forbear- 
ing touſeat all. Now He,that publickly expo- 
ſcsand recommends that ſenſible Impreſſion 


of 
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of Beauty which compells and provokes 
men to Love, though this be done in order 
to Marriage, yet, at the ſame timethart hela- 
bours to. render ſuch Impreflion agreable, he 
does alſorender Concupiſcence agreable,and 
ſupports Senſe in its Rebellion againſt Rea- 
ſon and Religion. For what can be a more 
evident inſtance of this, than to take away 
both the Power and the Diſpoſition to op- 
poſe that Aſoendent” of the affeCtion, to 
whichPlays conſtantlyenſlaveeven the great- 
eſt and moſt Noble minds ? Theſe ſott and 
invincible Byaſſes of the Inclination, as they 
are repreſented upon the Stage, arethe very 
things, which the Poets labour to make 
Men ſenſible and fond of. Which is,in plain 
Terms, to make them in Love with a Slave- 
ry, that both is the effect of Sin, and leads 
direaly to Sin ;. And thus they cheriſh and 
ſtrengthen a Paſſion, which can never be 
ſ{ubdued but by painful! conflicts ; which 
colts good men many a bitter ſigh and Tear, 
even 1n the midſt of all thoſe Remedies they 
are furniſhed with,and carefully employ, a- 
gainſt it. Let us rot then expatiate upon 
this Subject, the Conſequences of it are full 
of horrour : I ſhall only add, that thoſe 
Marriages, which arecither broken or made 
up in Plays, are very diſtant things from 
that of T obias and Sarah, We are the Chil. 


= 


aren of the Saints, and ought not to come Fog 
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ther like the Heathen. And now 1 take not Wthis 
this my ſiſter for luſt, but uprightly. How 
cold and dull would ſuch a Marriage as 
This, where ſenſe does not govern, appear 
upon the Stage.” How entirely ſenſuall are 
all the- Matches made up there! How Scans 
dalous to true and ſober Chriſtians! The 
Evil and Unclean part is what they driveat, 
What they call noble Paſſions are the re- 
proach of our Reaſdnable Nature. The 
abſolute ſovereignty of a falſeand frail Beau: 
ty, that Uſurpation and Tyranny, which 
they ſet off and trick up in it's beſt colours, 
flatters.the Vanity of One Sex, diſparages 
and degrades the Dignity of the Other, and 
brings Both into Subjection to the DDomini- 

on of appetite and ſenſe. 
VII. The But the moſt dangerous Paſſage in this 
Auborr Diſcourſe is that, where the Author endea- 
the Alven. VOurs to prove the Aarmleſſneſs of the Stage 
rage be T7 Arguments drawn from Experience. 
—_ ooh f Thrre are, ( he tells us )-Three very ea/y ways, Ml e 
— of knowing what is done at the Theatres, aud I Ml 
ah (ſays he ) acknowledze, that I have made uſe of a 
ail Three, The Firſt 4s, to inform ones ſelf of ll t 
it by M1 of Parts and Probity, who out of that t 
c 
{ 
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Horrour they have to Sin, would not allow them 


Pag.XX. ſelves to be preſent at thoſe ſort of (hows, if 
- Y Sinfull. The Next is, 10 judee,by the Confe|- 
| ſions of thoſe who go thither, of. the evil Effetts 
which Plays produce upon their minds. And 
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his is a ſurer method than the Former, be- 
couſe there could be no greater Accuſation 
of them, than that which comes out of the 
mouth of Perſons guilty and felfcondemn- 
ed." The Third is the Reading of the Plays, 
which is not forbidden, as the Repreſentati- 
on of them may have been. 4x4 1 proteſt 
( proceeds he ) that I have not, by any of theſe 
ways, been able to diſcover the leaſt appearance 
of the Exceſſes, which the Fathers with ſo much. 
Juſtice condemned in Plays. Here you have 
a man urging matter of Fatt, and appeal- 
ing,not to his own Experience alone, but to 
that of the moſt and beſt men,nay to almoſt 
all Mankind. A world of People,.he tells us, 
of eminent Virtue and of a very nice, not to ſay 
Scrupulous, Conſcience, have been forced to own, 
that Plays on the French Theatre are at preſent 


o pure, that there is nothing in them, which can 


VIII. 7h 
offend the C haſt eſt Ear. open ow 


At thisrate, if we may credit this Author, /2.,., 
even Confeſſion, which diſcloſes all (ins, can Fauts is 
diſcover no fault in the Playhouſe, And he 952 
aſſures us, with a Confidence and ſolemai- fy Diſ- 
ty that would even make a Good man trem- p9ſtions. 
ble, that he hath never been able to Met” 
diſcern any ſootſteps of thatpretended ma- r-re4 
lignity, nor of thoſe Vices which are charg- #94 Fo 
ed upon Plays, as their proper Source and — 
Caute. Itſeems thoſe of the Female Sing- 
ers and Aftors , and their Keepers and 
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Gallants did not at preſent recur to | 
Thoughts : and he quite forgot that Pre. 
pro. v1, Pt left us by Solomon, to. avoid thoſe We 
ro. 21 MEN, Who wear the Attire of Harlots, and « 
Sabtle in heart, who tye in wait to deſtri 
Souls, who cauſe men to yield with much fa 
Speech, and force them with the flattering ( 
their Lips, {ſuch as their Diſcourſes, their 
Songs, their Rehearſals. Sothat men throw 
themſelves into their Snares, as 4 Bird haft. 
eth to the Net. And is there no fault in 
arming Women that profeſs Chriſtianity, * 
againſt feeble and unwary Souls ? to pul F 
into theif hands thoſe darts, which Strik MM V 
t 
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through the heart ? to Devote and ſacrifice 
them to publick Lewdneſs, after a more 
dangerons manner, than is done even in 
thoſe Places, which Decency will not ſuf- 
fer us to mention ? What Mother, ( 1 do 
not ſay whohath a due regard to Chritian- 
ity, but ) who is not utterly loſt to all ſenſe 
of Decency and Reputation, would not ra- 
ther choold to ſee a Daughter in her Grave, 
than upon the Stage ?* What Hath ſhe 
been at the Expence of ſo much Trouble 
and Tenderneſs in her Education, to ſee 
her, after all that Care, engage in a Liveli- 
hood of fo much Scandal? Hathſhe kept her 
night and day under her wings, as it were, 
toſhelter her from Temptation, and 1s the 
fruit of all her pains come to this at _ to 

have 
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have her made common, and ſet up for a 
ſnare to Youth? Who does not look upon 
theſe wretched Chriſtians, ( if They ma 
be allowed that Title ſtill, who live in fuck 
barefaced contradiction to their Baptiſmall 
Vows ) who I fay looks upon them under 
any other CharaCter thanthat of Slaves,and 
Proſtitutes, and ſuch as have utterly extin- 
guiſhed all remains of Modeſty and Shame? 
For ſuch we muſt eſteem them, though 
they were guilty of nothing elſe but induſ- 
trioully drawing ſo many Eyes upon them. 
For even This is monſtrous and unnatural], 
in Perſons, whoſe very Sex had conſecrated 
them to Modeſty and Reſerve; and whoſe 
naturall Weakneſs requires the ſafe retreat 
ofa well ordered Family. And yet even 
Theſe expoſethemſelves in a full Play-houſe 
with all the pomp of Vanity ; like thoſe 
Sirens, which I[/azah ſays, rakes up their 
Dwelling inthe Temples of Pleaſure ; whoſe 
Looks are armed with Peath, and who take 
back again the Poylon ſcattered by theig 
Voices, returned in the Applauſes which the 
Company give their Performances. And 
is there no Blame due, no Concern requiſite 
to the SpeQators; who reward theſe 
Wretches Luxury, and make it a gain to 
them; who Support them in their Corrupti- 
on of manners; who expoſetheir own Hearts 
asa Prey tothem ; agd go to be avgpe of 
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ſuch precious InſtruQtors, things which they 
ought to continue for ever ignorant of ? If 
there be Nothing in all This, which breaks 
in uponthe Meaſures of Decency, and Good 
report ; if nothing which is fit to be brought 
with men to Confe ſſhon, I cannot bur la- 
ment , that ſuch ſtupidity and blindneſs 
ſhould prevail among Chriſtians: But eſpe- 
cially, Whatan Amazement 1sit, that a man 
ſhould uſe the Title of Prieſt, that he might 
with the more authority, and certain ef 
tet, deliver Chriſtians from thoſe poor re- 
mains of Remorſe, which the World hath 
not yet utterly loſt for ſuch Extravagancies? 
You tell us, you do not find by Confef+ 
ſion, that the Rich who frequent the Theatres 
are the greateſt Sinners, and that the Guilt 4 
their Lives is pretty equal with the Poor w o 
never ſawa Play, Why do younot compleat 
the Argument,by —_—_ farther, that Lux» 
ury, and Ef{eminacy, and Idleneſs, and the 
Exceſs and exquiſite Delicacy of high feed 
ng, and the anxious purſuit of Pleaſures in 
every thing they do, are not at all injurious 
to the Kich,becauſe the Poor, whoſe Con- 
dition ſets them at a diſtance'rom theſe 
Temptations, are equally depraved with 
love of Pleatures ? Arc not youlealible, Sr, 
that there are ſome things,, which, th 
they do not viſibly produce the ill Eflects 
mentioned here, do yet intuſe ſome —_ 
ne! 
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diſpoſitions of very miſchievous conſe. 
quence, though theſe diſpoſitions do not al- 
ways break out into aCt, nor betray all their 
malignity preſently ? Whatever feeds and 
inflemes the Paſſions is of this kind. And 
a man, who made due enquiry into the 
ſtate of his Soul; and examined all the lurk- 
ing Cauſes of evil there, would find abun- 
dant matter for Confefſien, in things of this 
nature, He that can find,what that is in man, 
that gives birth to ſenſual Pleaſure, and that 
reſtle(s.and wandering Diſpoſition, which 
's more eaſily felt than deſcribed, which 
flyes at every thing and fixes no where, 
would diſcover there the ſecret ſource of 
the greateſt Sins. 'This Sr. Auruſtin was 
ſenſible of in the beginning of his Youthfull 
Paſſions, when he ſaid of himſelf, { was xot yet 
in love, but I was inclined, and thought it a fine 
thing, to be ſo, He ſought out,as he goes on, 
ſome ſnare, in which he might both take, 
and be taken! He found that fort of Life, 
where there were none of theſe Snares, 
troubleſom and infupportable to him. 
Now every thing in this world is thick fer 
with theſe nets; He was caught according 
to his hearts defire : And then it was, 
that he felt himſelf intoxicated with the 
pleaſure of Plays, Becauſein Them he fornd 


the Repreſent ation of his onn Miſery, and freſh 


fewell for his flames. His Example and Poc- 
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trine inſtructs us, what ends Phys ate ſer- 
viceable to; How natural a Tendency thete 
is in them to cheriſh theſe ſecret Diſpoſiti- 
ons in mens minds: whether this Brat of 
Senſuall Love be already brought to Maru- 
rity, or whether it be in Embryo only, and 
not yet come to the Birth. St. James hath 
explained to us theft two different Con- 
ditions of our Hearts, in thoſe very remark- 
able and ſignificant Words. Ch: 1. 14, 15. 
Every man is tempted, when he is drawn aw 
of his own Laſt, and enticed. Then, when Luſt 
ath conceived it brinzeth forth Sin, ana Sin, 
when it is ts finiſhed, ringeth forth Death. Thus 
theApoſtle hath bcen carcinll to diſtinguiſh, 
between th=Concoiving of Sin and theBring- 
ime it forth, Fe makes a ditference be- 
tween the Diſpo! ition to Sin, and thecom- 
pleat Formation !of it by a full Conſent of 
the Will. When itarrives to this laſt eſtate, 
then according to St James his notion, it 
bringeth forth Death, and becomes perfect! 
Morrtall. But the Conſequence of this Dif 
tinCtion is by no means, that even the firſt 
Mepm—_ of Sin are Innocent ; From the 
inſtant that a man adheres never {o little to 
the firſt Complacencics of Senſuall motions, 
he begins to open his heart and engage hisaf- 
fections, to the Creature; When once thoſe 
Moticns are indulged and cheriſhed by a» 
greable Repreſentations, there 15' a helping 
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hand lent to bring this unlawful Iſſue for- 
ward to the Birth; 4nd a ptudent Caon- 
feitor, who hath the skill ro: make a Chri- 
ſtian ſenſible of the firſt wounds given to 
his Conſcience, and of the wretched Con- 
{ſequences of a Danger which he is fond 
of, would by ſuch timely care and wiſe 
— prevent a world of Sin and Mt- 
""oconthi to St; Auguine's ſenſe of the 
matter, this fatal Concupiſcence ſpreads it 
ſelf over the whole Man, It runs, if 1 
may ſo ſay, through every Vein, and links 
in as deep as the Marrow in his Bones. 
It is a poyſonous Root, which ſtretches it 
ſelf to every Organ of Senſe, his Ears, his 
Eyes, his every part that is capable ot let- 
ting in Pleaſure, feels the effett of it. - His 
Senſes upon this occaſion lend a mutual 
aſhſtancez the Delight of the one draws on 
and cheryſhes that of the other 3; and this 
Union, or Conſpiracy rather, makes up! a 
Chain, that draws him down into the bot- 
tomleſs pit of Sin. We muſt, as this good 
Man dire&s, take good heed in conſidering 
the Operation of our Senſes, to diſtinguiſh 
between the Neceſlity, the Uſefulneſs, rhe 
Quickneſs and lively Impreſſion of the 
Senſation, and the engaging our Atiections 
in the Pleaſures of Senſe. Of theſe four 


Qualities obſervable in the Senſes, the 
'T hree 
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Thee former are: the Work of God that | 


made us. The neceflity of Senfation proves 
ar:felf by external Objects ſtriking upon our 
Senfes every moment. The Uſefulneſs of 
them ( continues the ſame Farther ) we feel 
particularly in the Taſte, which is ſervice- 
able to-us in the choice of Food, and makes 
proviſion for our Digeſting it. The live- 
ly Impreſſion, or Quickneſs of our Senſes 
conſilts in their readineſs to AQ, or be 
AQed upon, in the ſubtle Contexture 
of their proper Organs. Thicſe three Qua» 
lities we owe to God, as their true and on- 
ly Cauſe. But it 1s in the midſt of this 
Divine Frame; that the forcible Inclination 
to\'Pleaſures of Senſe, and it's unruly Byaſs, 
(that is that evil Concupiſcence rout 
upon us by'ſin) eres it's Throne. And 
this it is, ('{avs St. Augaſtin ) which is an 
Enemy to: Wiſdom, the Source and Spring 
of Corruption and Vice, and the Bane of 
our Virtues. 'Ihe Five Senſes are Five 
Avenues, by 'which it goes out and ranges 
over their: {everat Objects ; and through 
which it receives Impreſſions from: without. 
But this Father hath ſhewed, that it is the 
fame throughout, becauſe in every Organ, 
there 1s the' ſame bewitching Charm of 
Pleaſure, the ſame Intratablenels of the 
Senſes, the ſame Captivity of the UYeart, 
the ſame Fondneſs for ſenhble ObjeRs. _- 
| | tat 
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" that at what Part ſoever the Impreſſion 


is made, - the Effet is communicated to 
the whole Frame. Shews ſteze the Eyes ; 
ſoft moving Language, and paſſionate Airs 
of Muſick pierce the Heart through the 
Ears : Sometimes the Corruption flows in 
like a full Tide, and at Other times it in» 
ſtills it {elf gently, and by Drops ; but ei- 
ther way the Man is eftectually Drowned 
at laſt. The Diſeaſe is 1n the Blood, and 
lurks within in the Bowels, before ic flames 
our, and betrays any ſymptoms of a Fever 
outwardly, By loſi Strength gradually, 
a Man is tn danger ot falling, betore he 1s 
attually down ; and this Weakening of 
the Parts that ſhould enable him to Stand, 
Is in eftect the beginning of his Fall, 

He is but a very iudiderent, Phyſician, 
who knows no Indiſpolitions 1n Men, but 
ſuch as are actually felr, and plainly diſco- 
ver themſelves. The caſe of our Souls is 
thus far the ſame with our Bodies 5+ thers 
are Many Diftempers, which we are not 
preſently ſegſible of, becauſe they are not 
grown to ſuch a heighth as tg. dilcoyer 
themſelves ; and Others there are, of which 
We a er ſenſible ar all ; becauſe length 
of Tirgſh Cuſtom have made them Ha- 
bitual - or elſe they are grown totucl 
an Extremity, as even Stupities us ; and 15 
the beginning of Death, which deſtroys all 
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Senſation in us. And this deteCts the Fal- 
lacy of that Argument ſo uſual in behalf of 
Plays. When we blame Theſe as dange- 
rous, the Men of the Wor'd preſently take 
Sanftuary ( with the Author of the Di/- 
courſe ) in ſolemn Proteſtations, that they 
have never found any Danger in them. 
Urge them a little farther, and they will 
not ſcruple to ſay as much of Nudities, 
and that, not only in Pictures, but even in 
living Men and Women. They fall foul 
upon thoſe Divines, who Preach againſt 
theſc things, and reprove Women for them. 
They pretend thele Zealots have a ſtrong- 
er Genius this way than their Neighbours; 
and that, by this extraordinary Niceneſs, 
they betray either too great Weakneſs, or 

59 quick *a Senſe of fnch matters. For 
their own parts, they profeſs that They 
have ao ſuch Tdea's, nor feel any indecent 
Impreſſions. And to avoid Wrangling, I 
am content for -once td take their Word. 
But how comes all this to paſs? Even 
from hence, That they are not careful to 
Obſerve, or are gone {o far as not to be Sen- 
5c o1, their Ruine. ?*Tis like a Drown- 


inz Man under Water, who fee eight 
in the water = longer when lie is 
out ot his Depth. And to continue this 


Meraphor, and apply it to Beginners 3 *Tis 
certain, that mendo not perceivethe ſtrength 
of 
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of the Stream, -but when they ſtrive againſt 
it, Ifthey ſuffer themſelves to drive down 
with the. Current, they feel nothing but a: 
ſmooth pleaſing motion perhaps. at firſt, 
which carries them eaſily along 3 but the 
danger and miſchief is concealed, till within 
a little while after, they. fink and Periſh. 
Let us not then be governd in theſe caſes 
by the Opinions of ſuch men, by taking 
things thus upon Truſt ; nor meaſureEvils 
and Dangers by Their Senſe of them : Since 
there are many and fatal Miſchiefs, which 
long Cuſtom, and a corrupt Converſation, 
and the Error of a ſick Imagination, and 
Partiality to Themſelves and their Pleaſures, 
keep them ignorant and inſenſible of. 

As to thoſe Perſons of Parts and Probity, 7. xt. 
who ( the Author of this Diſcourſe aſſures *'; -*. 
us ) do, without the leait Jeruple, frequent :1., wio 
Plays ; I vehemently ſuſpect, that their &- :- 7:5 
Probity 2s of no better a ſtamp, than that _— 
of the Wiſe Men of this World, who ſcarce noon! tHe 
know, and#do not much trouble themſelves wa whe 
to conlider, whether they be Chriſtians in _— 
good earneſt orno 3 ſuch as think they have 
(cuarggy their Duty in every paint, when 
they live like what they call Men of Honor ; 
when they wrong and cheat no body elſe, 
though at the ſame time they moſt groſly 
injure and deceive themſelves,” by giving a 

looſg to their Paſſhons and their Pleaſures. 
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Theſe are of the ſame kind with thoſe W:ſe 


ahd Prudent, from whom our bleſſed Sa- 


: viour declares, that the Myſteries of his King - 


Matth.11 
2c, 


dom were jd, when they 


' be fall, "They donot know, it 


were revealed only to 
the Humble and Babes, ſuch as tremble and 
ſtart at the leaſt. Paſſages, which tend tg 
kindle or to feed impure Deſires. YetTheſe 
the Author paſſes his word, are perſons of 
eminent Virtues: and he counts them by 
Hundreds and Thouſands. How happy a 
man is he, to have had ſo many excellent 
people come under his Care, and to find 
the /trazt wey ſo mightily thronged ! A 
world of People (he affirms) of eminent Virtae, 
and of a very Nice, uot to [ay Scrupulous, Con- 
ſcrence, approve our Plays, aud frequent them 
without any trouble or check. Theſe are, it 
ſeems, invulnerable Souls, that can ſpend 
whole days in the midſt of moving Songs 
and Poetry ; and hear a thouſand tender 
and paſſionate things, without bag in the 
leaſt atiefted with them ; But the Perſons 
of ſo eminent Virtue, do not hear, or do not 
regard, that Advice of St. Paul, Let him 
that thinketh -he landeth, take heed leſt 
leems, that 
2low1ng their Strength to+ be ſo great, as 
to make them proot againſt any Danger, 
which might happen to themſelyes, yet 
they may, and. ought to, be exceedingly | 
afraid tor the Scandal they give th Others. |} 
rt Th | oe | 
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For this is another very' grave and ſolemn 
Expoſtulation of the ſame Apoſtle,z Whrre- 


fore doſt thou ſet at nought, and offend thy-weak 


39 


Remto 14 


Brother ? Deſtroy ngt him by" thy Example , 


for whom Chriſt dyed. They,do nat obſerve 


what the ſame St. Pa«t hath declared, that 
the guilt.of Them who taker Pleaſure in, and 
conſentto wicked things; isequal withthews 
whodo them. Theſe ſo gxceed;ng Nice ana 
Scrupulous perſons, do not find Tochlalves 


FRom.1.32: 


at all concernedin thefe Rules of Conſcience. - 


Which, to confeſs a truth, increaſes my Su- 
ſpicion, that they are ſuch-ſort gf ſcrupulous 
Conſciences, as thoſe, who Straimed hard at 
a Gnat, and ſwallowed a Canl. Or elle, 
that our Author hath made up a new 4a- 
ſhioned convenient ſort of Virtues; and cut 
theſe eminent Perſons after ſome pattern 
of his own contriving, Suchasthink mat- 
ters may be accommodated between the 
World and Jeſus Chriſt, and that they may 
very well ſerve and belong; to both at the 
fame time. | 

The Dangers men run themſelves.anto 


by frequenting by he compares to ſuch, 


as * we muſt even fly to Deſarts to avoid, ( he 
proceeds”) For we cannot walk « Step, read 4 
Book, enter a Church, or live in the World, 
without meeting with a thouſand things capable 
of exciting the Paſſions. The Conſcquence 
of this Argument is admirable. Every place 
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XN. The 
Dangers 
men court 
diſtngui- 
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thoſe they 
cannot a+ 
void. 
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is full of unavoidable Dangers, therefore we 


ſhall do well to add to the Number. There 
1s not any Creature but is a Snare and Tem- 


»-ptation to'Man ; therefore he is allowed to 


f Cor. 5, 
1% 


þ Cor, I5. 
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employ his Wit and Pains to invent new 
Temptations,'and ſet new Traps to catch 
Souls. S. Paul hath told us there.are ſome 
Vices and Dangers in Converſation, which, 
wholly to keep ourſelves from aſſociating 
with, a man muſt abandon all Company, 
and evex go out of the World; conſequently 
there 1s co ſin in chuſing, and indultriouſly 
ſeeking out ſuch Companions : And this 
Apoſtle was miſtaken, or put us into a 
very groundleſs fear, when he told us, that 
Evil Communications corrupt good Manners. 
This is the natural, the notable Concluſion 
from our worthy Authdr's Premiſes, All 
-Qbjes whatſoever, which preſent them- 
ſelves -to our ſight, have a power of exci- 
Ting the Paſſions, therefore we ſhould add 
6ur Indeavours to put our Ruine paſt 
a doubr, by making this Power cffe&tual, 
ahd ſtrengthening it's Operation : We 
ſhould ſet our Wits on work to provide Ob- 
jects more gxquiſicely fitted for this purpoſe 
than Nature hath "a z and diſguiſe oyr 
Paſſions to excite them the more yvehement- 
ly, and render them more taking : And 
Plays, which abound with more and great- 
F* Dangers, iy proportion as they are move 
| | |; | artl- 
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artificially Compoſed and Ated, ought 
by no means to be reckoned among thoſe 
Evil Communications which corrupt * good 
Manners, Methinks you ſhould rather in- 
fer the contrary way 3 and any man'of 


which &en by*our utmoſt care and caution 
we cannot avoid, therefore: we ſhould keep 
the ſtr.ter guard upon our ſelves 3- we 
ſhould avoid as many of them as poſſibly 
we can, and by no means create new Dan- 

ers, nor periſh by thoſe of our 'own ſeek - 
ing, God will give us his aſſiſtance in all 
thoſe Difficulties and Hazards, which Ne- 
ceſſity brings upon us ; but thoſe who 


chuſe and court them, he eaſily forſakes, 


and abandons them to their own' perverſe 
Choice. He that loveth danger, ſays the 
wiſe Son of Sirach, he does not ſay, He that 
falls into it, and cannot help it, but he that 
loves, and caſts himſelf voluntarily into it, 
ſhall periſh therein. 

This: Author, that he might leave no 
ſtone unturn'd, alledges alſo the * Laws in 
favour of his'Argument, and pretends, that 
Plays, if they were evil, would not be ſuf- 
ter'd to be Aﬀted ; nor would Men, who 


common Ingenuity, would argue: thus. 
There are many Dangers in the World, 


Eccleſ. 3. 
26, 


X1, 1V be» 
ther the 


Laws 


ougbt to be 
alzdged in 


have any regardor conſcience for the Laws, {,.@.- of 
frequent them. Bur here again he for- 7!:. 


Kets, thar the-great + Caſuiſt, whoſe. Au- 
TM thority 
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+76. Aqz. thority he hath abuſed, hath delivered his 


1. 2:9-39- Judgment, that Humane Laws are not ob- 
26'42 2 liged to ſupprebs all forts of Evil, bur fuch 
oaly-as tend directly to the Detriment of 


Humane Society. Nay, even the Church 
CT it ſelf, Saint Ao ure 4 acquaints us, Ex- 
Ol. 6% erciſes the ſeverity of her Cenſures, not upon 
all fenuners, but onlysupon a*few , whoſe of- 
fences are the moſt enormous aud ſcandalous : 
Uponthis very account ſhe Condemns them 
who Act Plays, and in {6 doing, thinks the 
PlaysAQted by them ſufficiently condema- 
. , ed. This Pont is poſitively determinedin 
+ =. £ the * Rituals, and the Praftice of it is con- 
108. 114. 5 buqurtee Thoſe that make Play- 
ing their buſineſs, are debarred the Sacra- 
ments, and not admitted to Communi- 
cate, _ p their Life-time, ho « the 
int of Death, except they Solemnly re- 
=— and forſake is he We paſs 
them by at the Holy Table, and look upon 
as Men in a State of Notorious and 
Mortal Sin. We exclude them from Ho- 
ly Orders, as Infamous Perſons 3 and, b 
neceſſary conſequence, deny them the OM. 
ces of the Church, and Chriſtian Burial 
when they dye. As for thoſe, who fre- 
quent Plays, in regard Their Guilt admits 
of difterent degrees, and ſome among them 
are _—_ ry than _ : Cm 
being, fuch as rather nee 
ROE TRY Inſtry- 
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Inftruftion than deſerve Cenſure and Re- 
proof) they do not come vp to the ſame 
pitch of Wickedneſs, and conſequently 
ought not all to be treated withthe ſame 
Severity. But it does uot by any means fok 
low from hence, 'that * publick Dangers 
onght tg be countenanced and authorized. 
If men are not duly ſenſible how dangeroi 
theſe things are, it'is the. Prieſt's duty'to 
inform them better, but not to cheriſh and 
ſupport them in their Ignorance, and Infen- 
ſibility. The Vindicdtars of Shews, as long 
ſince as St. Chryſoſtoms time, have made a 
mighty Clamour, as if the parting theſe 
things down, were ine fe? to overthrow the 
Laws : But for all that, this holy Father 
peremptorily declared, that the Spirits and 
Temper of the Law was perfe&ly oppo- 
ſite to that of the Theatres. Bur We, in 
our days have a great deal more to urge 4- 
gainſt them : Since there are ſo many i, 
Itck Decrees againſt Plays, which others 
have made particular mention of in their 
Writings upon this Subje&t, If Cuſtom 
bear thoſe Laws down, and the Abuſe pre- 
yall ſtill, notwithſtanding fuch care taken 
to correct and ſuppreſs it, the only Infe- 
rence arifing from hence is, That Plays 
ought to be reckoned amongſt thoſe obſf - 
nate Eyils, which, a famous Hiſtorian ob- 
OY ſerves, 
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ſerves, are always Prohibited, and yet al- 
ways Prattiſed. But after all, Suppoſe that 
the Civil Conſtitution did Countenance, 
and even Authoriſe Plays ; Allowing, that, 
inſtead of caſting a Blemiſh, and ſetting a 
mark of 'Reproach upon” Players, which 
yet hath been ever done, they were favour- 


"able to them; 'yet ſure the whole Order of 


the Prieſthood ,{hould: think it becoming 
every one of Them, to imitate the Example 
of the Chryſoſtoms, and the Auguſiines, The 
Laws of Civil Sanftion have not been able 
to root out utterly the fin and miſchief 
of Uſury and Divorce, and yet thoſe great 
Men conſtantly and boldly maintained, 
That, what allowance ſoever the World 
pave to theſe Crimes, they ought neverthe- 

to be avoided, and were Condemned 


by another ſuperiour Law, cven that of the 


Goſpel, which no Countenance of the Civil 
Power to the contrary could diſpenſe with. 
They declared; that even that Uſury,which 
was eſteemed Lawful, becauſe Authoriſed 
by the RomaniLaws, was yet unlawful 
becauſe not agreeable to the Laws, of Je- 
ſus Chriſt : And, that the Conſtitution of 


the Holy City, and that of the World 


. and Secular Power, were very different . 


. things. 


the Aurho. 
rity of the 
F 4th; r bf . 


x17. of 1 have no deſign here to enter pix 
cularly into the ſeveral paſſages af the 


Fa- 


upon PLAYS. 
Fathers upon this Occaſion, nor lengthen 
out my Diſcourſe beyond” it's intended 
compals, by enlarging upon ſo Copious a 
Subje&t. TI ſhall only ſay, that it argues 
that Man to have read them .very oy al 


gently and fuperficially, whoever he be, 
that {hall ( with this * Author ) take upon 


him to affirm, that the only thing ny = 
lick En- 


fault with, in the Shews and pub | 

tertainments of their Times, is the Idolatry 
and ſcandalous Impurities of them. A man 
muſt have ſtopped his Ears very hard a- 
gainſt the voice of Truth, not to be con- 
vinced, that their Arguments reach a great. 
way farther. They are levelled againſt 
the Unprofitableneſs of Sports and Play- 
Houſes, they blame them for the prodir 
gious Extravagance, the Hurry, the Com- 
motion, and unſettled ſtate of Mind" they 
create, ſo very difagreeable to the Chara- 
Qter of a Chriſtian, whoſe calm Breaſt ought 
to be the very ſear and ſanctuary of Peace 
it ſelf. They reprove the vehement raiſing 
of the Paſſions, the Vanity, the Dreſſing, 
the Gariſh Ornaments, which they reckon 
among*the Pomps abjured in Baptiſm - 
They condemn that deſire of Seeing and 
being Seen, which draws both Sexcs rhi- 
ther The unhappy meeting of thoſe Eyes 
which look out for one another ; The too 
great Thought and Time thrown away 
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upon Trifle and Vary ; The loud Peals of 
Laughter, and. diford ly Mirth , which 
make men forget the Preſence of God, the 
dreadful Account to be given even for 
one's leaſt, and ſeemingly inſignificant, 
Words and' Aftions ; + and in ſhott, that 
all the Gravity and Compoſedneſs requiſite 
in the Life of a Chriſtian, is rut ant 
ſcattered by ſuch Entertainments. Pro» 
ceed Sir, as you have begun, and tell us, 
That the Fathers do not condemn all theſe 
things, nor all that vile collection of Evils 
and Temptations, which all meet together 
in the Theatres, as their common Rendeſ- 
vouz., Perſwade us, that they do not 

any Cenfure even on things blameleſs ity 
their. own Nature, when they have Evil 
couched under them, and ſerve to intro- 
duce it. Afﬀirm with your wonted grace, 
that St. Auguſtine hath not Lamented thar 
revelling ; the Paſſiogs, and that conta- 
gious manner of expreſſing the Diſeaſes of 
the Soul, thoſe. Tears which fo lively a 
Repreſentation drawes from our eyes, thoſe 
Corruptions in- us, and all that other De- 
luſion in Plays, which he ſtigmatizes with 
the Name of Miſerable Folly. And now 
I would be glad to know, who is able to 
lift up his Heart to. God, in the midſt 
of all that hurry and diſcompoſure of the 
Afﬀettions, in which the pleaſure of Plays 


ugirely 
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intirely conſiſts ? ' Who can have the Fore- 
head to ſay, that he comes thither for God's 
fake, or to do Him Service ? Who would 
not be afraid, in the midſt of ſo many 
fooliſh Joys and Griefs, to loſe and ſtifle 
quite the Spirit of Prayer ; and indiſpoſe 
one's Mind by ſuch dangerous Interruptions 
for that Exerciſe,whichJeſusChriſt hathrold 
us ought to be our continual Employment ? 
For when he ſays, * We ſhould Pray always, 
he certainly means thus much at leaſt, rhar 
we preſerve a conſtant Diſpoſition for'it, 
and have our hearts duly prepared, and do 
that in Deſire and habitual Inclination, 
which we cannot do in outward A&. 
All theſe reaſons, and a great many more 
which. I forbear to mention, my Reader 
may be aſſured are to be found in the Fa» 
thers. And if -we would follow them 
farther, and ſearch into the' Principles and 
Ground of their moral Exhortations, Whar 
Condemnation can be 1o ſevere, which we 
do not there tind paſſed upon that Spirit 
and Temper of Mind, which diſpoſes men 
to publick Shews? Since, (not to inſtance 
at preſent in. all the other Miſchicis they 
are attended with ) miſerable men reptur 
hither, for no other purpoſe ſo much, as to 
ſtupify their Conſciences, to ceaſe from 
ſerious Thinking, and to forget themſelves ; 
to break looſe trom, or to quiet che. Perſe- 
| | *  cution 
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cution of that inexorable uneaſineſs of 
heart, which Iyes at the bottom of all 
they do and feel, and imbitters their Lives, 
from the time that they have once loſt all 
ir reliſh for, and delight in, God. 

The being preſent at publick Shews, 
and Proceſſions, Muſical Entertainments 
and other Rejoycings is frequently forbid- 
den to the Clergy ; and the Regulations 
in this point are infinite, ſuch as we need 
not trouble ourſelves, or the Reader, with 
a Collection of, But if we would make 
a right Judgment, whether the Miſchiefs 
and Dangers which the Laws take notice 
of, be ſuch as extend only to Church-men, 
or whether All the People in general are 
not equally concerned to beware of them ; 
we ſhall do well cloſely to conſider thoſe 
Reaſons,upon which ſuchProhibitions tothe 
Clergy proceed. Let us,forExample,obſerve 
that Canon of the Council of Tours, from 
whence it hath been transferred into the 
Capitularies of our Kings. Ab omnibus 
quacunq; ad aurium et oculorum pertinent it- 
lecebras, unde Vigor animi emolliri poſſe creda» 
tur quod de aliquibus \generibus Muſicorum, 
alijſq; nonnullis rebas ſentiri poteſt, Det Sas 
cerdotes abitinere debent. Quia per Aurium 
Oculorumg,; illecebras turba vitiorum ad ani- 
mum ingredi ſolet. That is ; The Miniſters 


of God ought to abſtain from all thoſe things, 
which 
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which are contrived to charm the Ears and 
Eyes by ſuch allurements to Pleaſure, as may 
reaſonably be [uppoſea apt to ſofren and break 
the Vigour of the Mind. {Which is manifeſt< 
ly the Effect of ſome jorts of Muſical Compoſi- 
tions, and ſeveral other things made for Dis 
verſion and Delight ) Becauſe through theſe 
Allarements of the Ears and Eyes a multi- 
tude of Vices are wont to make their way in= 
to the Soul. This Canon does not ſuppoſe 
any ſuch thing as Obfcene Talk, Wanton 
Behaviour, or Notorious Incontinence, or 
Licentiouſneſs in the Shews it blames 3 but 


thinks it ſufficient to fix upon the evil Con- 


ſequence, and the natural Efect, of ſuch 
delightful Entertainments, whereby the 
Eyes and Ears are Charmed. And this it 
ſays, in looſe Muſick, is a certain Sofrneſs 
and Effeminacy, and in the Objects of Sight, 
fomething for which I want a Name ; b 
means whereof, the maſculine Vigour of 
the Soul is inſenſibly Bluntedand Encrvatcd, 
Andrhe ill efie& of indulging theſe Gaveties 
could not have been bettcr expreſſed, than 
by ſaying, That they open a paſlage tor, 
and let in a numerous Rabble of Vaces. 
Here are no Particulars {peciticd, and pcr- 
haps it would not be caly ſometimes to 
inttance upon what determinate thing, or 
part of ſuch Entcrtainments the Evil 1s 
chargeable. Ir is enough, that the Whole 
J; taken 
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taken together, and in general, is full of 
Danger ; that a man may find from theſe 
things, weak and vicious Thoughts inſinu- 
ated into his Mind by ſubtle and impercep- 
tible ways 3 That theſe feed, and feaſt, and 
ſtrengthen that inward Diſpoſition, which 
emaſculates the Soul, and opens the Heart 
to all {cnſible Objects. A man 1n fuch 
caſes does not very well know what he 
would be at, but he knows thus much, 
that he could be glad always to live a life 
of Senſe, and to paſs his time in Entertain» 
ments, whither people come purely for 
Pleaſure ; where the Actor's Buſineſs is ta 
Give, and the Spectator's to receive, all the 
Pelightthey can. And if this be the Con- 
dition of other publick Shews, what ſhall 
we think, what Cenſure ought we to 
paſs upon thoſe, where long Converſations 
are made up of all the tender, engaging 

:xpreſſions, ſect off with Verſe and Num- 
bers, Voices and Geſtures, melting Airs, 
and ina word, All that can be capable of 
1nflaming 'the Paſſions, and entceble the 
Powers of the reatonable Mind 2 This Dif- 
poſition 1s Evil in avy fort of men whatſoc- 
ver; and thereforcthe care to {cnce againſt, 
and keep one's felt clear of it, does not con- 
cern Church-men only 3 but the Church, 
10 mentioning Thelc particularly,intends by 
them to teach all Chriſtians in general their 


upon PLAYS. I 
Duty, and to warn them of a Dan 

une tdh to all Mankind. o 

ag I expett it will be ObjeCted, that This 

P | is carrying matters to an unreaſonable 
height, and, - that im conſequence of ſuch 
Principles, a very great part of thoſe pub- 


Þ lick and private Diverſions both, which are 
, commonly called Innocent, ought to be 
K. ſuppreſſed. I ſhall not engage in any Dif- 
Fa uiſitions of this kind, which cannot be 
cf fatisfied without conſidering a great num- 
7- F ber of Circumſtances peculiar to each Caſe. 
0 F It is ſufficient to have taken notice, what 
OF a particular Malignity there is in ſuch pub- 
© lick Meetings, where the great deſign of 
q Them, whoſe work it is to entertain the 
| Company, is to give them Satisfattion by 
0 any manner of means they can ; And, in 


purſuance of this Deſign, they conſtantly 
'> | aim at flattering and ſoothing up their ſen: 
{ual Inclinations in ſome reſpect or other, 


% And whither, on the other hand, men reſort 
”* | inexpeRttion of being thus received. The 
c whole Houſe Claps loudly, when they find 
a this done 3 they look upon it as a mark of 
z good Senſeand Breeding, to ſhew themſelves 


very ſenſible, and very diſcerning, in theſc 
matters : It is a point of Honour to exer- 
| ciſe their Paſſion and Pleaſure at every 
) | thing deſignedto alleft and debauch them ; 
- | Anda Man, whorefuſes to ſhew himſelf as 
& E 2 Mad, 
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Mad, and as much bewitched, as the reſt 
ofthe Company, is lookt upon as Moroſe and 
I-humoured. Thus, beſides the other In- 
conveniences of theſe publick Meetings for 
Pleaſure 3 the Perſons preſent ſpur up, and 
as it were, warrant and give credit to one 
another's Extravagancies, by joining in full 
Conſort with the generalApplauſes an dAc- 
clamations ; and even the Air it ſelf isTain- 
ted with this univerſal InfeQion. 
T need not, after this, trouble my ſelf to 
diſprove thoſe -Conſequences, which are 
drawn in fayour of the People, from theſe 
Prohibitions in certaiu caſes, wherein the 
Clergy only are mentioned. This is a Fal- 
lacy hike that of certain Dottors, who put 
{ſuch a conſtruction upon the Canons which 
forbid Uſury to all Church-men, as if this 
particular Exception implyed the thing to be 
allowable in all other Chriſtians, who are 
not Churchmen. Now, to overthrow this 
trror, we need only conſider the juſt Im- 
porcance of thoſe Arguments, upon which 
theſe Prohibitions to Clergy-men in partt- 


:13, Cular are founded. You will find, for 1n- 


ſtance, in the Canons of * V:ce,in the Iecre- 
tals of Lea, and other Pecrecs of the Church, 
that the paſſages of Scripture, upon which 
the ſorbidding of Uſury to Perſonsin Holy 
Orders is grounded, arc ſuch as equally con- 
ccrn and gblige all Chriſtians of what qua- 
: : lity 
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lity ſoever. And the natural and neceſſaty 
Conſequencearifing ftromhenceis, Thatwhat, 
the general Precepts of the Goſpet had before 
ordained forall, the Church by her ſubſequent 
Orders intended to enforce, and bind yet 
more, upon the Clergy in particular. And the 
true way of arguing the Ifke caſe will be, to 
make the fame Inference from theſeCanofhis, 
which forbid all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons tobe 
preſent at publick Shews., "This is the true 
ſtate of the Queſtion now before us; andthat 
Canon of the Council of Tours Tranfcri- 
bed into this Paragraph, may prove a very 
fate and excellent Guide to our Reaſoning 
in ſuch matters. | 

We are told indeed, * thar it is neceſſi- x;;- 5. 
ry to find out ſome Diverſion ſor the Minds 4/w-r t- 
of Men, and ſome thing which may be ** 5 
an amuſement to Courts and common Peo- jrom 14 
ple. Bur to this St. Chrz/oftom replyes, neeeſes of, 
That there is no need of flocking ro The gu; 
acres, for we may find abundaice of En- 4/0», 
tertainment elſewhere. All Nature is rich- 3% 
ly furniſhed with delightful SpeQtacles, and 
not only ſo, but the exerciſes of Religion, 
and our own private Atiairs, are capable 
of furniſhing-us with ſuch Variety of Im- 
ployment, in which the Mind may te- 
create it ſelf, that a man need be at no 
trouble to {eek out more : In ſhort, that a 
Chriſtian hath no fuch urgent Occaſions 
E 3 tor 
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for Pleaſure, as ſhould oblige him to pro- 
cure it, by ſuch frequent Repetitions, and 
ſuch ſolemn and induftrious Pains to ren- 
der it agreeable. But if our vitiated Palat 
can no Tonger take up with ſuch Delights 
as are plain, and natural, and wholſome ; 
and diſeaſed Minds muſt be awakened and 
quickened up to Pleaſure, by Motions that 
are extraordinary and irregular ; ( leaving 
to others the determining of particular Ca- 
ſes, which does not fall within the compaſs 
of my preſent Deſign ) 1 ſhall make no 
difficulty to declare in general,that the moſt 
modeſt and moderate Refreſhments ought 
to be applyed, and ſuch Diverſions as are 
leaſt 2pt to ſtir our Paſſions, and diſcom- 
poſe the ſettled ſedate Temper of our 
Minds. And what thoſe are, I ſhall not 
need to take the Judgment of the Fathers, 
ſince even the Philoſophers themſelves have 
left us ſufficient Information. We do not 
( ſays Plato ) admit either Comedies or Tra- 


geates into our City. That very Art, which 


ualifies a Player to a& ſo many ſeveral 

arts, and put on ſuch different Diſguiſes, 
was thought by Plato to taint Humane 
Converſation with a charaQter of Levity, 
unſuitable ro the Dignity of a Man, and 
directly oppoſite to that Sincerity required 
in all our Manners and Behaviour. When he 
proceeded farther to conſider, that the _ 
racters 
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ratters repreſented upon the Stage, were 
for the moſt part, either mean and low, or 
vicious and debaucked 3 he ſaw that there 
was a great deal of miſchief and danger 
In this PraQtice, which threatned the Play- 
ers themſelves ; and found cauſe to fear, 
leſt they, by degrees, ſhould be brought to be re- 
ally, and in good earneſt, the very thing they 
uſed to Sl” Tins Argument under- 
mines the very Foundations of the Theatre, 
and does not only leave no reaſon for Idle 
SpeCtators, but Teaves none for the very 
Actors, to ſupport themſelves with: The 
Argument of this Pliloſopher hath it's pe- 
culiar force upon that Obſervation , hat 
Imitation by degrecs turns into Nature; 
and by counterfeiting other men's Quali- 
ties and Vices, men at Jaſt come to make 
them their own. They degenerate 
into the Spirit and Temper they put on; 
become Slaves by afieCting tofappear ſuch, 


and Vicious by committing Vice in Ef 


figie ; but eſpecially, when -the veliemenge 
of any Paſſion is to be repreſented, there: 
isa neceſſity of forming and blowing up 
thoſe Paſhons in their own Minds, which 
mult be expreſſed and conveyed to the' Au- 
dience by outward Geſtures; 'I he Spc- 
Qator likewiſe, who is pleaſed with this, 
muſt partake of the fame Temper ; he 
commends and admires the Player, becauls 
E 4 he 
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he raiſed theſe Emotyons in lim ; and all 
this, as he goes on there, 1s jult the watering 
and cheriſhing thoſe ill Weeds, which ought 
by all means to have their Growth checked, 
| and be ſuffered to wither away, ana dye in us. 
Thusall the pomp and preparation of Plays 
tends pnly to make men Paſſhonate ; to 
ſtrengthen that brutal and unreaſonable pare 
of our Souls, which 1s the Spring of all our 
Weakneſs and Folly. And from hence he 
determined utterly to reject and exclude 
from His Conſtitution, that voluptuous and 
ſenſual kind of Poetry ; which ( he ſays ) ts [0 
dangerous a T emiptation, that this alone is cas 
pail, of corrupting the moſt, and the beſt of 
men. 

> By this means. he puſhes his Argument 
Ns of on to. the very firſt Principles, and car- 
che Anti- Ties it ſo Iigh as to ſtrip Plays of all that is 
ents, tho Pleaſurable and Entertaining in them ; 
more grave x . a - 
thay tha: Which 1s, the Diverſion they give by re- 
of tie Mo- preſenting and exciting the Paſſions. The 


drrns, con- 


21, InveQtives of the Fathers are partly level- 


pts." 15 decencies, of the Theatres of the Antients, 
| #14 which yer were intended againſt all Sceni- 
cal Et rtainmnm cus aud Repreſentations in 
gcincrai.' Jt 15 the greatelt miſtake in the 
world, to think that "Their Tragedy was 
the only thing blamed ; for whatever Pie- 
ccs of this kind are tranſmitted to us from 


the 


1c 1rinci- Jed at the too large Freedoms, and the In-: 
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the old Pagans, (I bluſh to think what a 
Reproach this Obſervation 1s to Chriſtians) 
do fo very far excel ours in Gravity, and 
Wiſdom : that the modern "Theatres will 
not bear the ſame Seriouſneſs and natural 
Simplicity. Our Poets do fo far excced all 
meaſures 1n this Point, that even the Ex 
gliſh, T hear, inſult over ſome of them for 
their intemperate Itch of Gallantry ; and 
making their Herocs carry their {oft Paſſhons 
to the utmoſt heighth, in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon. The Antients were very far from 
this Indecency, and prudently confined that 
Paſſion to Comedy , which had not the 
Spirit and ſublime Air fit for the Grandeur 
proper to Tragedy. And yet even This 
moſt exalted and ſerious part, which is 
truly Tragical, could nor obtain the Ap» 
probation of their Philofophers. Plato 
would not endure the ſolemn | ainenrations 
of the 'T heatre; becauſe, as he ſad, : by owe 
too much Countenance to that weakne(s.or 1v114d 


and querulous 1 emper, which utter s it jel/ iB | 
Sizhs, and Tears, ana aoleful Complaicts, 


And the Argument he brings againſt * +1, 
is very ſubſtantial; zz. That no '11 ore 
tunes, which happen to men 1:n this Lie, 
are worth fo deep Reſentment, and to nia- 
ny Tears. Nor 1s hc leis diſpleated with 
the cheriſhing thoie other furious 'Tran- 
{ports of the Soul, where Indignation and 
Anger 
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Anger are the governing Paſſions ; for 
theſe betray too violent Diſorders upon too 
ſlight Provocations. So that even Trage- 
dy it f{clf is highly to blame, and ſets the 
World a very ill Example, when it intro- 
duces, not only Common men, but even the 
braveſt Heroes, diſturbed with Grief or 
Anger, for Good or Evil Accidents, which 
are 1n truth of ſo mean Conſideration, as all 
the events of this Life are, when duly 
weighed. For Theſe, ( as he goes on ) 
have nothing in them, which ought ten- 
derly to affe&3'an [mmortal Soul. Nothing 
15 of Conſequence great enough to juſtify 
that Concern, which does not extend to all 
the Conditions in which this Soul ſubſiſts 5 
that is, which does not regard it's future 
State. Such were the Noble Sentiments of 
this Great Man, who yet had never been 
inſtrufted in the Promiſes of another Life ; 
and knew no more of Eternal Happineſs, 
than what ſome confuſed Ideas and dark 
Conjectures led him to. And yet He 
thought it a diſparagement tro Humane 
Nature, that Men ſhould be repreſented 
as Happy, or Miſerable, upon the account of 
any preſent or ſcnſible Good or'Evil, which 
could poſſibly befall them here. Al! this 
he ſays, is xo better than a Corruption of our 
Minas. And if Plato could think and ar- 
gue at this rate, ſhall not Chriſtians be able 
£9 
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to comprehend, how contrary to Virtus 
theſe Emotions are ? 

Nor does Comeay eſcape better with Plato XP), Ca 
than Tragedy, TIt this Philoſopher accuſe _ ns 
the Lamentations and Difcontents, which —— 
Tragedy inſpires, of fo much Weakneſs z condemned 
he is not more favourably diſpoſed towards yay 
that blind and impetuous Inclination to Langh- | 
ter and Mirth, which Comedy aims at rais 
ſing in the SpeCtators. So that Comedy 
and Tragedy both, the Gayety of the One, 
and the Gravity of the ather, are equally 7: 
baniſhed his Common-wealth, becauſe both > © *** 
are capable of «pholdins and ſtrenotheaning 
thoſe Afiections of our Soul, which are 
ſenſual and irrational. 

But, beſide This, there lyes Another Ob« 
jection againſt Comedy, peculiar to it felt ; 
which is, that, being taken up in the Re- 
preſentation of Youthful Paſſions and Fols 
lies, It 1s apt to eng a70 men in mean and vul> 
gar Love : Thatis, ( as he explains himſelf ) 9+ *-.13 
in a fondneſs for People's Pertons and bodi- 
ly Excellencies, which he conſtantly fets 
in oppoſition to the Love of "Truth and 
Virtue. In a word, No fort of '] heatrical 
Repreſentations would go down with this 

Philoſopher, becauſe there was not any of 
them clear of this common Vice, that #/ 
excited Love, or Anger, or ſome other ſort of 
Paſſion, which it is the deſign and buſineſs 
C1 
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of Virtue to maſter. and compoſe. 
Farther yet. Thoſe Dramatick Repre- 


towedupom {entations of the Antients, which the Vin- 
the Thea- 
eres of the 


Ancients. 


dicators of modern Plays take ſuch pains to 
make us believe were far more Licentious 
than Ours ; and which indeed in the Co- 
mical part were Extravagant to the laſt 
Degree ; muſt however be acquitted of 
One great Indecency now in ule; which 
1s, The admitting Female Players upon the 
publick Stage. The very Heathens ſaw 
the abſurdity of expoſing thus, and giving 
up to common ule, a Sex, which Nature 
ſeems to have devoted to Modelty and 
ſtrict Reſerve ; - and look'd upon this as 
a ſort of Proſtitution. And from hence al- 
ſo Plato fetched another Argument for 
Condemning the Theatre in general. Be- 
caule Cuſtom and the Rules then in 
force, not allowing Women to Piay upon 
the Stage, there was a neceſſity ot having 
their Parts afted-by Men. And conſequent- 
ly Men were obliged, not only to appear 
in Female habit and form, but to counter- 
feit their Tears, and Shrieks ; the Impo- 
tence and Fury of their Paſſions, and to 
put on all the Weakneſs of their Sex. All 
which, in the Judgment of this Philoſopher, 
was ſo much beneath their Character, fo 
extreamly Unſuitable and Abſurd ; that 
this ſingle Reaſon, had there becn no 0- 
ther , 
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ther, had been ſufficient to give him an 
irreconcileable Prejudice againſt Plays in 
general, 

Now though his Scholar Ariſtotle af- 
fected to Contradift him, and His more 
Complying and Debonnair Philoſophy 
thought fit to attribute to Tragedy a cer- 
tain manner, ( which yet he hath left us 
in the dark about, and would not, or knew 
not how to explain ) of purifying and 1m- 
proving the Paſſions 1t- excites, ( at leaſt in 
the caſe of Fear and Compaſſion) yet did 
he nevertheleſs diſcover and acknowledge 
ſomething ſo dangerous in the Stage, that 
he does not find it convenient to admit 
Young People to ſee either Comedlies, or 
{ſo much as Tragedies ; though in that 
Age {o very grave and ſerious as I have 
already obſerved. For which he aſhgns 
this cxcellent Reaſon ;+ That We ought to 
be very jealous and fearful of the firit Im- 
preflions made upon young and tender 
Minds ; which the Fable and Management 
of iragedies would be apt to move too 
ſtrongly. Not that the Paſſions of young 
Pcople were thez repreſented ſo Exorbi- 
tant, as yow men ſuffer and even require 
them to be ; 1t hath been already oblerved 
what Mez{ures they were then confined 
to : But becaule / venerally ſpeaking) thoſe 
aritul Compolitions ſtruck the Paſſons 

TOO 


AVI, As 
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too ſenſibly. They repreſented Murder 
and Revenge, Treachery, Conſpiracies, and 
other black and horrid Crimes, ſuch as 
this Philoſopher thought it ſafer and more 
adviſcable for Men in heat of Youth, not 
fo much as to hear once mentioned. $o far 
was He from permitting ſuch perſons to 
fee them repreſented with all the Life and 
Force, which the Stage gives ; when it la- 
bours to poſſeſs the Audience by all poſſi- 
ble Induftry and Artifice, that the thin 
then in agitation is no longer FiCftion an 
Fahle, but the very Subſtance and Rea- 
lity of what it fo exquiſitely perſonates. 
| confeſs, ] do not, underſtand, why Ari. 
fotle, after advancing thus far, ſhould not 
ve extended this Pre-caution ſomewhat 
farther. Not only Youth, but even Child- 
hood, is of very long continuance among 
men ; or, to {peak more properly, the ge- 
ncrality of People never entirely ceaſe to be 
Children. And after all, What Account 
can a man promiſe himſelf from thote Diſ- 
Poſitions to Fear or Compaſſion, which he 
find; the Stage inſpire tor the Sufferings 
2nd Ditaſters of Herocs, except that of 
making the Heart more tender, and more 
{nfibly atteQed with the Objetts of theſe 
PaGions ? Bur ler us, if you plcaſe, Icave Ari- 
le to that myſterious manner of purity- 
inz them, whuch neither himſelf, nor his 
| Intere 
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+ | Interpreters have been able as yet to give 
4 | <ither any intelligible Account of, or any 
ſubſtantial Reaſons for : 'Thus much at 
leaſt he hath taught us moſt expreſly, that 
+ || it is a very dangerous Attempt to raiſe the 
+ | Paſſions that ter! ro Pleaſures. For indeed 
» | to this very rater we may very truly ap- 
1 
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ly chat Maxim of the Philoſopher, which 

e hath delivered ur©:. » different Occaſion; 
that the Doing of 7/- ing ſollows the Diſs Polit. 8. 4+ 
courſe of it cloſe ar the poets, ani £ 1:4 ſafe 


4 

| fers himſel f without Ai) al f S317 be br ought 
over to the praft ice of ''1 » 1h he loves, and 
takes delight to hear . of, A Maxim 
this is of very gre: Acance and uſe in 


matters relating :* :-:inane Converſation ; 
and ſuch as, once allowed, will leave no 
room for thoſe agrecable and inſnaring Sen- 
timents, which are now the Gronnd-work, 
and darling Subject, bf all our modern 
Compolitions for rhe Stage. 

Plato, by a Principle ſtill more gene- _ _ 
ral, was Convinced, that thoſe Arts and aback 
Trzdes, which miniſter only to Pleaſure, «/p/- 
and have This for their Qbje&t, are all of {7-9 "-- 
them dangerous to Morality and Humane »: xp. 
Lie. Becauſe they make it their buſineſs 4: 2- 3- 
to pick it up any whicre from good or bad 
Cauſes; even at the expence of all that is 
truly Valuable. Nay, they ſacrifice even 
Y wtue and Conſcience, and Decenoy, and 
| | every 
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every thing; fo little are They given to 


proceed with any DiſtinQtion, whole end 
it 1s to furniſh Pleaſure, if the moſt ſcan- 
dalous means happen at any time to be 
neceſſary for compaſſing that end. And 
hence this Philoſopher fetches a freſh Ar- 
gument, for baniſhing utterly out of his 
Re-publick, not only Comick; and Tragick, 
but even Epick Poets too. Nor could he 
be prevailed upon to extend his Mercy to 
the Divine Homer himſelf, as he was then 
{tyled, though his Writings in thoſe days 
were thought the effect of Inſpiration. But 
all this notwithſtanding, the inexorable Pla- 
zo ſent them all packing together, becauſe, 
All agreeing in the ſame common Deliga 
of Pleaſure, they do all pur true or falſe, 
good or bad Initruftions upon the World ; 
and without any regard to the Simplicity 
and Unity of I ruth, and that it ought al- 
ways to be the ſame, they vary and ſhift 
as occaſion ſerves ; and aim at nothing but 
pleaſing the Palates, and cheriſhing the Paſ- 
lions, of Men. Which being the moſt 
complicated and ch:ngeable things in Na- 
ture, they mult {1uMe and change accor- 
dingly. This he tells us 1s the very Rea- 
fon, why ht is an old Antipatty be- 
tween the Philoſophers #nd the Poets. The 
Former conforming themſclves to Reaſon, 
the Latter accomodating their Studies to 
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upon PLAYS. 
Pleaſure. He- therefore fratnes ſuch Laws, 
as diſmiſs theſe Latter with an appearance 
of ReſpeA, and crown them . with a aft 
of imaginary Lawrel ; but at the ſame time 
with an inflexible Severity, accoſtitg then 
thus ; Wecannot away with the Exclama- 
tions of your Theatres, rior bear that any 
body in our Cities ſhould ſpeak louder, or 
be more heard than ourſelves. And if theſe 
Civil Inſtitutions were fo rigorous, ſhall the 
C + ae ſuffer any to Prown the Voice 
of the Goſpel among us ? Shall men moft 
zealouſly Applaud, and labour with all theit 
might to Recommend to the World, Ati- 
bition, and Fame, and Revenge, and thoſe 
fantaſtical Notions of Honour, which Jeſus 
Chriſt hath bamiſhed from among Ther, 


whom he hath commanded to renounce the . 


World ? Shall we ſupport and cheriſh 
thoſe Paſſions which he hath direfted us to 
ſubdue and ſtifile? St, Joh» calls loudly to 
all Believers, and all Ages and Conditions 
of men: 1 have written «unto you Fathers ;, 
I have written unto you Old Men ; I hate 
written unto you Touns Men ;, I have mwrit- 
ten unto you Children : That is, to all you 
that are Chriſtians of what Quality ſoever : 
Love not the World, neither the things that 
are in the World , gh _ is - the + orld, 
is the Luſt of the Kleſp, the Luſt of the Eyes, 
and the Bid of In thele ak bor 
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the World it ſelf, and the Stage, which 1s 
the Image and Picture of it, are equally 


pgroved. For it 1s the Wor Id with it's 


to us. 


XX. The 
Scriptures 
filent upon 
this Ct: 
fron. and 
why, 


Diſc.P.10 
Fr. 3. 


mes, and Vanities, and wicked Charms, 
rk our Plays repreſent and recommend 
As therefore in the, Warld, which 
is the Original, all things are full of Senſua- 
lity, and Curioſity; Oſtentatipn, and Vanity 
= Pride 3 ſo in the Stage, which i is the 
py theſe thingsabound reign, And 

ho A of the Theatre muſt needs be to 
coral us Fond of theſe things, becauſe the 
only End it purſues is to promote Pleaſure, 
and render ral Repreſentation of theſe 

s Entertaining and Delightful to us. 

"Fs aſter all, it Plays be ſo very Dange- 
rous, WC are urged to give an Account, 
” how it comes to paſs, that Jeſus Chriſt and 
| his Apoſtles have never given us warning 
of ſo exceeding perillous a Diverſion ; nay, 
that they have not expreſly forbidden {o 
great an Evil. This Remark hath likewiſe 
been thought worthy a place in the Di/- 
courſe. If you read the Scriptures guer and 


over, you wall zever meet ( \ays he ) with any 
expreſs, and particular Prevept againſt Plays. 
Now the Writers that pretend to Argue 
at this rate, and woulddray any advanta- 
geous Inferences irom this Silence of Scri- 
Pture, may proceed, 
themſelves, by Parity 0 


nd would do like 
ealon, to juſtify 


the 


_—_ 
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the Gladiators, and all the Horror and Bru- 
tality of the Heathen Spettacles : Since 
the Scriptures, it muſt be confels'd, have 
no more expreſs Precepts againſt Theſe, 
than they have againſt Plays. "Fhatis, in 
truth, they never {o much as mention Ei- 
ther. But the Holy Fathers, who were 
preſſed with the like Difficulties by the 
Apologiſts for thoſe SpeQacles heretofore, 
have led us the way in"this Argument. 
And from: Them we may learn, -that the: 
true and ſolid Anſwer to ſuch ObjeAtions 
is this ; That The Scriptures, which forbid 
and baniſh vicious Inctinations , as une 
lawful ; do by neceſſary Conſequence, for« 
bid all ſuch Repreſentations, which, by de- 
lighting the Senſes, do naturally and- mdu- 
ſtriouſly intangle and uphold men in thoſe 
vicious Inclinations. Thus immodeft Pi- 
tures are condemned in all thoſe paſſages 
of Holy Writ, where- all immodeſt and 
uncomely things are forbidden in general 
Terms. And the Caſe is exactly: the fame 
in the Repreſentations upon the Stage. St. 
Johz hath included All, and nothing can be 
more full than that of his firit Epiſtle 
Love not the World, neither the things t#* 
are in the World , if any man love the WY id, 15, 
the love of the Father is not in him, For 
all that is in the World, the Luit of t# Fleſb, 
the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Priat c Life, ts 
þ 2 nor. 
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_ a0t "up Father, but is of the World, Now 


Phil.15.3, 


if this Luft be not of God, that delight- 

ful Repreſentation, which tricks it up, and 

ſets it off in all its alluring Charms, is not 

of him neither ;* and it. This be of the 

World as well as the Other, then Chri- 

ſtians are as much forbidden to love, or 
rtake in This, as the Other. 

St. Paul hath likewiſe comprehended all 
ſuch matters in that ſolemn and very re- 
markable Precept. «Finally, Brethren, what- 
ſorver things are true, whatſoever things are 
honeſt ; whatſoever things are jaſt, whatſoever 


things are pure, ( or Chaſt ) whatſoever things 


are of good report, if there be any Virtue, and 
if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe things. 
Conſequently,Whatever takes our Thoughts 
and” Aﬀections off from theſe things, and 
inſpires Thoughts and AfﬀeCtions of a con- 
trary Quality, ought by no means to delight 
us, nay, ought by all means to be ſuſpeCted 
and ſhunned by us. In this Colle&ion of 
Objefts for our "Thoughts, which St. Paul 
here propounds to every Chriſtian, let our 
Vindicators try, if they can find any place 
or our Modern Plays, how loudly 
aq boldly ſoever the men of this World 

gs boaſt of, or undertake to defend, 


But 


upon P L AY 'S. 


But farther yet. It is no hard matter to 
aſſign a ſufficient Reaſon for the profound 
Silence of our Lord Tefſus Chrift, and the 
Holy Scriptures upon this Subje& of Plays ; 
which is, that there was no occaſion to 
make any mention of them to thoſe Jews, 
to whom they principally addreſſed them- 


ſelves ; becauſetheſe forts of Diverſion had' 


never been received, or in common pra- 
ctice among them. They had no SpeQa- 
cles to make a part of their ſolemn Rejoy- 
ings. Their Feſtivals, their Sacrifices, and 
their Religious Ceremonies, ſupplyed this 
Office abundantly. They were by their 
primitive Inſtitution,a plain and natural fort 
of Livers. They had none of the Gayeties 
and corrupt Inventions of Greece 3 and aſter 
that Encomium of * Balaam T here is no Iavl 
in Jacob, weither is there any Divination in 
Iſrae!, a man might add, There are no 
Theatres, neither are there any corrupt and 
dangerovs Repreſentations among them. 
This Innocent People tound Pleaſure and 
Entertainment enough in their own Fas 
milies, and with their own Cluldren : Here 
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they choſe to recreate their Minds alter the ' 


Example ct them by their Anceſtors, the 
Parriarchs, when they had laboured and 
fatizued rhemſelves 1n cultivating their 
Ground, or attending their Flocks, and theſe 
viher domeltick Cares, which ſucceeded un- 
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to the place of theſe Employments. And 
indeed we much miſtake the matter, if, as 
we find They had not,ſo we vainly ſuppoſe 
that any Other men have,need of ſo protuſe 

nce ſo much contrivance and ſuch 
exquiſite Vanity , to divert and refreſh 
themſclves. - 

Such is the CharaQer of thoſe Jews 3 and 
this in all probability was one main Reaſon, 
why the Apoltles were ſilent in this matter. 
They who had all along been accuſtomed 
to that ſimplicity of behaviour in uſe among 
that Race, and 1n that Countrey, were not 
concerned to reprove, or take notice in their 
Writings of ſuch Practices, as the Nation, 
with whom they converſed, and to whom 
they wrote , were perfectly i{trangers to. 
It was ſufficient for Their purpoſe to lay 
down ſuch general Principles of Virtue, as 
would be ſure to create a diſlike of theſe 


\ things, if ever they ſhould be afterwards 


introduced. The Chriſtians knew well 
enough, that their Religion was a Super- 
ſtruQture upon the Jew:ſh; and that the 
Church ought not to admit what the Syna- 
goguc had bamiihed before, But however 
that be, the Jews Reſerve and $trictneſs in 
this matter is a great Example to Chriit.ans. 
And a horrible reproach ir is to a Spiritual 
Pcople, to indulge the ſenſual appetites and 
SY 0 hs | attect:ons 
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affeftions, by thoſe Delights, which a Car- 

nal People never knew any thing of, 
There was but one Dratnatick Poern 
ever among the Jews, and that is the Book 
of Canticles. But this Bredthes only Heavenly 
and Divine Love : And yet, becauſe this re- 
fined and exalted affection is repreſented in 
CharaQters of human Love, young People 
were forbidden to read that Book, Where- 
as now no ſcruple is made of inviting men 
to ſee Lovers 'grung and dying, only for 
the meer pleaſure of Loving, and to give 
the SpeQators a Reliſh for the Amorous 
folly. St. * Auguſtin makes ſome Queſtion, 
whether Mufick and Singing ſhould be 
allowed in Churches, and it the ſevere dif- 
cipline of St. Athanaſins and the Church of 
Alexandria ſhould not rather be ſtuck to, 
which wzs fo grave and rigorous, as ſcarce» 
ly to allow the gentleſt gurns of the Voice 
in Singing, or rather in repcating, the 
Pfalns. So very jealous were {ome good 
men in the Church, that the {weetnetfs ot 
Singing might make the mind too light and 
airy, I do notinſtance in this example, 
with any delign of cenfuring the con- 
trary methods ſince in uſe; by which , 
though ſomewhat late, grave and ſolemn 
Mulick was introduced into Divine Wor- 
ſhip, ro raiſe the minds of men when they 
ſink and flag; and ſenſibly to expreſs the 
F 4 Maguniſt- 
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dnongs of this Worſhip, when their 

cold and languid Devotions ſtand in need 

of theſe Helps. I would not therefore be 

thought to condemn this PraQtice, cither 

by the ſimplicity of che Ancient , or the 

Gravity of the Modern, Singing. I only 

complain , that the Scrupulous nicety of 

thoſe Holy Fathers is ſo far forgotten, that 

inſtead of being tender and jealous of ad- 

mitting the delights of Muſick to ſet off 

the Songs of Sion, the world takes pains to 

apply them to Vice and Ribaldry, and ſuch 

as Profane Atheiſtcal Babyl/ozz would inſpire 

her Abominations with. The ſame St. 

Auguſtine reproves thole Writers, who 

made an Oſtentation of their Wit, in giving 

pretty turns to matters of no great moment; 

and begs them , that they would not take 

pains to make” that Pleaſomng , which i not 

Profitable, Ne faciant azleftabilis que (unt 

znutilia, But no men labour to make 

that pleaſe, which 1s {ure to hurt them 

whom it pleaſes. And no leſs pernicious 

a Deſign than this hath gained the Author 

xx11:5. of the Diſcourſe a great many Friends and] 
_ Favourites in the world. 

bi pu. It is now a proper time to diveſt this 

rey diſcourſe of the Authority and Warrant, 

-ifon ex» Which Plays are here Intitled to, from the 

plained, great names of St. Thomas,and other Holy 

Py-ow]* and Learned Caſuiſts, As to St. TR, 
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upon PLAYS. 
Two Articles are alledged out of Him, part 
of the Queſtion concerning Modeſty in out- 
ward Attions and Bodily Geſtures. And no- 
thing, we are told, can be more particular, 
more full to the purpoſe, than what he de- 
livers there is, in vindication of Plays. Now 
firſt of all I muſt obſerve to my Reader, 
that the Buſineſs of-Plays is, not the main 
Subject, which. he there deſigned to treat 
of, but that it comes in occaſionally only. 
The Queſtion propounded in that ſecond Ar- 
ticle, is, Whether there be ſuch things as 
we call ! adicrous and Diverting , which 
may be allowed of in human Converſati- 
on, as well in Actions, as in Words ; diffs 
ſea fats, In plain Terms, Whether there 
be ſuch things as Sports, and Diverſions, 
and Innocent Recreations, which may come 
under the Head of Bodily Geſtures. And he 
affirms that ſuch there are ; and that the 
uling.them well and ently is not only 
allowable, but even a ue ; whichis not 
by any means the matter now in diſpure. 
1hroughout this whole Article he ſays not 
one ward of Plays: But he ſpeaks in 

eneral Terms concerning Diverſions necel- 
= for unbending and retreſhug the 
Mind, which he reduces to chat Virtue (tyled 
by Ariztotle, Entrapelta, as their proper To- 
pick in Morality. A "Ferm, which I ſhall 
have occaſion to explain by and by. 


From 


73 


72 Maxims and Refleflions 
Magnificence of this Worſhip, when their 
cold and languid Devotions ſtand in need 
of theſe Helps. I would not therefore be 
thought to condemn this Practice, cither 
by the ſimplicity of the Ancient , or the 
Gravity of the Modern, Singing. I only 
complain , that the Scrupulous nicety of 
thoſe Holy Fathers is ſo far forgotten, that 
inſtead of being tender and jealous of ad- 
mitting the delights of Muſick to ſet off 
the Songs of Sion, the world takes pains to 
apply them to Vice and Ribaldry, and ſuch 
as Profane Atheiſtcal Baby/ozz would inſpire 
her Abominations with. The {ame St. 
Auguſtine reproves thole Writers, who 
made an Oſtentation of their Wit, in giving 
pretty turns to matters of no great moment; 
and begs them , that they would not take 
pains to make” that Pleaſumg , which is not 
Profitable, Ne faciant atleftabilis que (aunt 
znutilia, But nov men labour to make 
that pleaſe, which 1s {ure to hurt gthem 
whom it pleaſes. And no Jeſs pernicious 
a Deſign than this hath gained the Author 

Xx11-55. of the Diſcourſe a great many Friends and 

_ Favourites in the world. 

bis Dit It is now a proper time to diveſt this 

Fine up-mi aiſcogrſe of the Authority and Warrant , 

<ifon ex> Which Plays arc here Intitled to, from the 

plained, great names of St. Thomes,and other Holy 
ba. 1c, A Learned Caſuilts, As to St, Thom: 
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upon PLAYS.” 
Two Articles are alledged out of Him, part 
of the Queſtion concerning Modeſty in out- 
ward Attions and Bodily Geſtures. And no- 
thing, we are told, can be more particular, 
more full to the purpoſe, than what he de- 
livers there 1s, in vindication of Plays. Now 
firſt of all T muſt obſerve to my Reader, 
that the Buſineſs of-Plays is.not the main 
Subjett, which. he there deſigned to treat 
of, but that it comes in occalionally only. 
The Queſtion propounded in that ſecond Ar- 
ticle, is, Whether there be ſuch things as 
we call ! adicrous and Diverting , which 
may be allowed of in human Converſati- 
on, as well in Actions, as in Words ; diffs 
ſea fattis, In plain Terms, Whether there 
be ſuch things as Sports, and Diverſions, 
and Innocent Recreations, which may come 
under the Head of Bodily Geſtures. And he 
affirms that ſuch there are ; and that the 
uling.them well and ently 1s not only 
allowable, but even a ue ; which is not 
by any means the matter now in diſpure. 
1hroughout this whole Article he ſays not 
one ward of Plays: But he ſpeaks in 

encral Terms concerning Diverſions necel- 
Fry for unbending and refreſhing the 
Mind, which he reduces to that Virtue (tyled 
by Ariitotle, Emrapelia, as their proper To- 
pick in Morality. A "Term, which I ſhall 
have occaſion to explain by and by. 
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From hence he proceeds to the Third 
Article, and here the Point to be diſcuſſed 
is, V Vhether men may be guilty of any vitions 
exceſs in ſuch Merriments and Diverſions : 
And he ſhews evidently,that they may. But 
ſtill not a ſyllable concerning Plays in the 
main Subſtance, or Body of the Article. So 
that thus far we are under no difficulty at 


all in the matter. . 


That then, from whence this difficulty 
grows, is this. That St. Thomas in the ſame 
Article forms to himſelf an Objection , 
( which is the Third there) to this purpoſe. 
He inſtances in the Trade of Mimicks, Buf- 
toons, Stage-Players, ( Hi#triones ) the Hi- 
firionick Art. I term it fo, becauſc it is not 
certain, that our Modern Players are only, 
or properly, meant by it. But however that 
be, the force of the Obje&ion lyes here. 
In this Art, whatever it be, the Profeſſors 
of it are gwlty cli in Play or Di- 
verſion, for they Paſs their whole time in 
it, and make it their Livelihood ; and yet 
this Profeſſion is not. cenſured as Vitious; 
therefore there is no ſuch thing as a Vitious 
exceſs in theſe matters. To this he replies, 
that the Trade indeed is not to be con- 
demncd, provided rhey, who exerctle it, do 
diligently and duly oblerve the Rules and 
Meaſures, which he preſcribes them there. 
Which arc, that, for the fake of entertain- 
ment 
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ment and diverſion, they neither ſpeak nor do 
any thing unlawful, that they do not prejudice 
weightier buſineſs, nor att at unſeaſonable times. 
And this is all the Inference, that can fairly 
be drawn from this eminent Caſuiſt in fa- 
your of Plays. 

But that the Concluſion from hence may ,, **//z. 
be found and good, we muſt in the firſt —_— 1 
place be well afſured, that St. Thomas under Keftettions 
the Title of Hiſtriones meant ſuch Players 94% 
as Ours. And this is {9 far from being cer- potine. 
tain, that it is abſolutely falſe. For under 
this Title he manifeſtly comprehends a cer- 
tain Player, Joculgtor, which Paphnutius 
was told by Revelation was equal to him- 
ſelt in Virtue. And this was evidently no 
{uch perſon as we commonly 407 Or | 
by the name of a Player, but an honeſt Piper _ yoo: 
that got his living by his Flute in a neighbour- fn, 2aphr, 
izz Village ;, and thus much is plan from <4. 16. 
that paſſage, which St. Thom.s cites out of 7, 
the Life of Papbnutizs. Conſequently then, * 
no advantage can be made of this in favour 
of Modern 7/azers. But on the contrary 
we are to obſerve, that God deſigning ro 
{hew an eminent Saint, that he knew how 
to train up very obſcure people to admira- 
ble Piety and Virtue, even in the ineaneſt 
and molt deſpiſed Imployments, did not 

inſtance in Players, who were at that time 
very numerous, but he choſe co make uſe bf 
another 
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another kind of Example : A poor man, 
who got an honeſt Livelihood, by playing 
upon an innocent ſort of Muſick 3 One who 
excelled in the Virtue of Humility, and e- 
ſteemed himſelf the Chief of Sinners, be- 
cauſe from the Converſation of Thieves and 
Robbers,he had betaken himſelf to this de- 
ſpicable and ignominious way of Living, 
Fedum Artificiam as he terms it 3 not that 
there was any thing ſtrictly Viczous in this 
Trade , but becauſe the Pipe among the 
Ancients was an Inſtrument very much de- 
fpiſed. To which we muſt add further, 
that he quitted this infamous profeſſion, as 
ſoon as he was better taught by 1m 
And this is the very Point, upon which that 
determination, and the whole Argument 
turns, which our Author pretends to draw 
from the DoCttrin of Aquinas, in behalf of 
Plays. 

Secondly, When he mentions upon this 
occaſion the Delightful Entertainment , 
which theſc F#r:onrs gave to the People 
by their Words and Ations, he confines 
lumſelf to thenotion of Facetious Difcourſe, 
attended and ſet of with pleaſant Geſtures. 
Which 1s likewiſe an Idea very dittant from 
that of Plays. There were indeed but few 
Entertainments of this kind, if any at all to 
be met with, in the Age when this Caſuilt 
lived. In his Book uno1 the + Sentences, 
Ie 
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he ſpeaks of Plays in Theatres,as things which 


had been in requeſt forinerly: Lud qui 1 
Theatris agebantur. And neither in this place 
before us, nor in any other paſſage where he 
treats of the Diverſions in uſe in his time, 


is there the leaſt mention made of Theatres. 


Nor do I find them -once named in St. 
Bonaventure, who was his Cotemporary. 
The many peremptory decrees of the 
Church, and the common Cry of the Fa- 
thers, who had inveighed ſo ſharply againſt 
them, had brought them 1nto general dif- 
repute, and probably into a total diſuſe, be- 
fore that time. "They did indeed get up 
again ſome time after, but then they ap- 
peared in a form very different, from that 
which we are at preſent treating of them 
under. But in regard we ſce, that St. 
Thomas takes no notice of them; We have 
reaſon to believe, that they did not prevail 
toany great degree in his time. For then 
we mect with little elfe, but rediculous re- 
lations of ſome pious Storics; or the Leger- 
demain of Juzglers,Joculatores ; who amuled 
the common people with their Tricks and 
little Tales. And whom St. Lewis is faid at 
laſt to have put down quite ; fnding the 
difficulty,thatthercalways is,to contain ſuch 
ſort of Fellows within the Boundsof Necency. 
But be that as it will, yer T obſerve 1n 
the Third place, that St. 'Thomzs cannot in 
any rza{on be ſuppoled to approve ot But. 
toouUery 
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foonery in the mouths of Chriſtians 3 Since 
among the ſeveral Conditions and Limita- 
tions, which he makes Diverſions ſubject 
to, he requires among the reſt, that the 
Grave and Serious Temper of the mind be not 
wholly broken and aiſſolved, ne Gravitas anime 
totaliter reſolvatur. From whence. it is 
plain,that He who pretends to bring in this 
Caſuiſt for an Advocate on his ſide, ought 
firſtto prove,that this Condition,fo peremp- 
torily required by him, is agreeable to 
the Extravagances of our modern Theatres 
and to ſhew us ſome remains at leaſt of 
Gravity preſerved in the midſt of thoſe ex- 
ceſſive Buffooneries now 1n uſe among, vs. 
But Aquinas is very far from any ſuch ab- 
ſurd Dodtrin as he is produced for. For, 
quite contrary, in his Commentary upon 
thoſe words of St. Paul to the * Epheſians, 
Neither Filthineſs , nor fooliſh talking , nor 
Jeſting, which are not conventent, ( Scurriltty ) 
he explains theſe three words aſter the 
following manner. The Apoſtle, ( ſays he) 
does here exclude Three Vices from « Chri- 
ſtiarn's Converſation; Filthineſs, which «onſi(ts 
in unclean touches , unlawful Embraces, and 
laſcroions Kzſſes. | Fooliſh Talking, that is , 
VVords that Provoke to Sin; and Inconvenient 
Teſting; Ribaldry, and Terms of Merri- 
ment, by which men make it their buſineſs 
to ſet people a Laughing. And againſt: 
thele, 
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theſe, he alledges that ſolemn warning of 
our Saviour Chriſt in St. Mathew, That mes 
ſball give an account for every idle word in the 
day of Fadgment, and theſe Idle words, he tells 
us, are ſuch, as propoſe no good to themlelves, 
nor are ſpoken for any other end, but only to 
Jeſt for the diverſion of other people. Verbums 

oculatorium per quod voluns inde placere 
alijs. 

"Tis manifeſt therefore, that he ranks 
theſe three _ under the head of Vices: 
and acknowledges a particular malignity 
in thoſe words, which have regard only to the 
mirth of others, and the making them laugh, 
diſtinſt from that, which attends ſuch 
words, as provoke men to Sin. And this 
plainly baniſhes Buffoonery , or to ſpeak 
more politively , Ridiculing, and Jciting 
from among Chriſtians; asan Action light, 
indecent, and, in his opinion, within the 
compals of thoſe 1ale words mentioned by 
Chriſt ; Not only uaproticable, nay ſome- 
times very miſchievous, but unſyytable to 
the Gravity required in the 'Temper and 
Carriage of Chriſtians, 

In the Fourth place, Admitting it were 
trye, which yet it is not, that the Paſſage 
produced out of 44quines his Summe were 
intended of Plays; or that theſe were, or 
were not, in ule and requeſt at the timg 
when he lived ; yet cvca thus it is —_ 
Lllat 
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that the Diverſion he approves of, muſt 
have three Quahfications to bear it 'out. 
The Firſt and Chief is, that it do not aim at 
grving alight 4 any Attions or VVoras that 
are indecent or hurtfal. Qucd delefFatio non 
queratur in aliquibus operationitbus wel verbis 
rurpibus ant nocrviss The Second tis, that the 
Seriouſueſs of the mind be not wholly relaxed 
and loſt ; while we profeſs to unbend it a 
little by Recreations. Ne gravitas anime 
totaliter reſolvatur. The Third, that it be 


ſuitable to the Perſon, the Time, the Place, and, 


in all other Circumſtances, ſo rezulated, a4 to 
be free from Indecency. Ut conpruat perſone ; 
et rempori, et loco ;, et ſecundum alizs Circams 
Now to give any 
force to the Argument taken from this Au- 
thority, and to do right to the firſt of theſe 
Conditions, our Author will be obliged in 
the firſ# place, to demonſtrate, that there is 
go hurt in exciting the moſt dangerous 
Paſſions ; which is manifeſtly abſurd ; Or 
elſe, thay ſuch Paſſions are not excited by 
thoſe delightful Repreſentations,whichPlays 
give us of them; which is manifeſtly re- 
pugnant both to common Experience and 
to the very End and Deſign of thoſe Re- 
preſentations, as I have already ſhewed ar 
large : or laſtly, that this famous Caſuiſt 
was yet fo weak a man, and fo unskilled in 
Iwmance Nature, as not to be ſenſible, = 
racers 


» & © FL" ROQa + TO” oo)” oy OO OE OT 0 


— 


upoif PLATS. 
* there is nothing which conveys a quitket 
InfeCtion, and blows up thoſe Paſhons more 
violently, than paſſionate Diſcourſes, parti- 
cularly foft and tender things, and. long Di- 
alogues and Deſcriptions of Love. -, And 
this would be the very extremity of all 
abſurdity, and ſuch as, would the thing 
admit of "the lcaſt doubt, were moſt. ea- 
ſily confuted, from the words of this very 
Caſuiſt himſelf. Thus much, T thinks 1s 
ſufficient with regard to the Firſt Qualif- 
cation. 'The Second hath been already 
{poken to, for that is plainly violated by 
Buffoonery, and Scurrility, and Fat, And 
the Third will come under our Conlidera- 
tion, when we ſpeak-to the Circumſtances 
of Time and Seaſons, particularly with re- 
lation to Holidays and Lexr. | 
Upon theſe things thus premited, I pro- 
ceed to make a Fitth Reflection upon tl19ſe 
words of St. Thomas in the "Third Objettt- 
on of the third Article.It theſe :5/r;ones(fays 
he) carried their Diverſios up to exceſs, they 
then would all live in a ſlate of Sin ; and not 
They only, but all ſuch as make uſe of them, ana 
encourage their Sin, and grue them Pay avid 
Profit for it, woulgikewi/e be guilty of ſin, Si 
ques autrem laitentant ills Hiſtriones qui illicte 
tis ludis utuntur, peccant ;, quaſh eos in pecca- 
to foventes. St. Thomas lays dowa ghele Pro- 


poſitions, which in are truth not to be can- 
a; telted, 


= 
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teſted, and he does not excuſe theſe Hi. 


ſtriones, what ſort 'of People ſoever that 


Name may belong to, any ' farther than by 
ſuppoſing, and allowing, that their Attion 
have nothing 1n it that is/Evil or Criminal, 
either in it felt; ſecaiaum ſe, or in 'its/ Exceſs 


beyond the Rules of Modeſty, Bur'be this 


Profeſſion what it will, yet though'never {© 
manocent in it ſelf, if -Experience-plaialy de- 
monſtrate, that, as now-exerciſed among 
us, it be attended with very dangerous and 
hurtful Circumſtances : -In ſuch a Caſe 
this very Divine hath left 'us a Rule''to 
ovideſur Judgments by ; which is, that 
even the SpeQators, (what vain boaſts ſo- 
ever they may make of not feeling their 
Paſſions kindled, and'perhaps indeed they 
may not be fo far inflamed as to be fſen- 
ſible of it themſelves ) do yet partake in 
the Guilt of all the Wickedneſs and De- 
ſtruftion wrought there ; ſince it is mani- 
feſt they contribute to theſe People's Profit, 
and encourage and Support them /1n their 
finful and miſch icvous ' Practices. 
Sixthly and Laſtly. Allowing that Sr. 
Thomas, when ſpeaking of this Art of Play- 
ers, or Mimicks, ( or whatſoever you will 
call the Hiſtriones) ſpeculitively conſidered, 
and in general, do reckon it among the 
allowable and Innocent Profeſſions; yet'1n 
"Another place, where he regards the ordiga- 
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ty Uſe of -it, and ſpeaks of it, Praftically 
conſidered, he ranks it with the infamous 
ways of Living, and accounts the Gains 
arifns from it, to be ſcandalous and un- 
lawful. For ſuch, ſays he, « the Profir 


brought in by perſons Proſtituting their Boates, 
and Sh Hiitrionick Trade, and ſome others of 


03 


the like fort. (Ouedam dicuntur ma iſuta, . 
quia acquiruntar ex tarpi cauſa, de me» 


retricioggt Hiſtrionatu, et alijs hujuſmodi, He 
toes not” here intcrpoſe any limitation'to 
moderate the ſeverity of his Expreſſion, or 
abate of the Horrour and Odium which we 
draw upon this Scandalous Trade. You 
ſee what Company he places.it in, and to 
what filthy abominable PraQtices he com- 
pares it here, notwithſtanding any favour 
or excuſe for it, which he is pretended ro 


have expreſt for it elſewhere. The only 


way to reconcile which Paſſages, and make 
this great Divine conhiſtent with himſelf, is 
this- To conclade, that whcn he excuſes 
or (af they will have it fo) approves this 
profeſſion, and the Encouragement of thoſe 
that exerciſe it, by trequenting thoſe Di- 
verſions, and paying them-for their payns + 
he looks upon this Art in its moſt general!, 
abſtrated, and metaphyſical ſenſe z whar 
it is in its own felt, {tripped of all thoſe 
Circumſtances, that may vitiare and alter 
the nature of it ; But when he conſiders it 
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as it really is in common uſe, and attended 
with-all thoſe Circumſtances in which we 
ſee it upon the Stage ; then there is no 
cenſure, no infamous terms, that he thinks 
too bad for it. 

And thus you ſee at laſt what a zealous 
and mighty Patronizer of Plays St. 'Phomas 


135. Thatwo Paſſages in his Symme, which 


thoſe vindicate Plays thought them- 
ſelves ſo ſtrongly entrenched in, are beaten 
down about their own Ears ; ſince F:rft, it 
hath not been clearly made ouc, that he 
ſpeaks of Plays and Players (as we now. 
take the” Terms) in that Paſſage; nay, 
Secondly, ſufficient Teſtimony hath been 
produced that he never intended ſuch ſort 
of People there : and Thzra!y, it is even de- 
monſtrated, that whatever allowance he 
might be content to give to Plays (7 them- 
ſelves ) conſidered by way of Speculation, 
in their general and abſtracted ſenſe, ſuch 
as it is barely poſſible they ay be , yet our 
Plays in particular, conſidered Practically, 
and as they Really are , he does not only 
utterly exclude, according to his Prigciples 
laid dowa in that very Patiſage ; but in ano- 
ther part of his Book exprelles the greateſt 
deteltation,and paſſes a peremptory ſentence 
againſt hem. And now after, this let 
lenorant and Superlicial Writers oppoſe, 
u they think fit, St, Thomas his Authority 
| aga'nit 
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againſt us, and bring him upon their Stage 
as a favourer and Champion of Plays. 
Next after St. Thomas, the Other great 
Champion produced in their defence, 15 St. 
Antoninus, Arch-biſhop of Florence. But 
the worſt of it is, that they begin this Ar- 
gument with a falſe Citation, and make him 
ſpeak theſe words in his Second part. Co- 
meny is a mixture of pleaſant Speeches and A- 
ions, for the Diverſion of a man's ſelf, or for 
that of another. Now, in this Quotation, 
there is a ſmall liberty taken of accomoda- 
ting the Teſtimony of this Great Man to 
their preſent Occaſion. The Reader will 
judge of the Ingenuity of it, when I have 
told him, that this Author hath only added 
the Word Comedy, of which there is no toot- 
ſtep in the Texr. St. Antony, in the place 
referred to, ſpeaks in general of Drivertizg 
Woras and Attions, fuch as are uſed for 
Mirth "and Refreſhment. "Theſe are the 
things «he treats of, which by no means 
include any Idea of Plays, but only Thar 
of pleatant Converſation, or however, ot 


Innocent Sports, ſuch as he inſtances in 


particularly, as Tops for Chilaren, playing at 


Ball and Quoits, ava Racine for Toung Peo- 


ple ; and Cheſs for Grown Men ; and io of 


the Reſt, without one ſingle word of Comc- 
dy. 
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It is confeſſed, in this place of his Second 
Part, after a long Diſcourſe, in which he ſe- 
verely condemns playing at Dice, He de- 
ſcends to other matters, and inſtances in 
ſeveral Profeſſions, and at laſt in that of the 
Hiſtoriones : which he approves in theſame 
ſenſe, and with the ſame l:mitations that St. 
. Thomas had done ; whoſe Authority he al- 
ledges without declaring himſelf more par- 
ticularly in the caſe : So that there is ng 
otherReply needful to this Teſtimony, that” 
only. that, which hath been made to thay" 
of St. Thomas already. 

In his Fhird Part indeed, he ſpeaks ex- 
preſly of the Repreſentations in Vogue 
his time. Repreſentationes que fiunt hodie, 
Which addition is a ſnfficient hint, that 
they were of no long ſtanding then ; and 
yer This wasabout a Hundred and Fifty 
Years after Aquinas. Thelc he declares un- 
lawful and torbidden in ſome Cafes, and 
under certain Circumſtances taken notice 
of there ; Ore of which 1s, If they repre- 
jent rhings immoral and inaxcent, Turpia. 
And all that certainly ought ro fall under 
this condemnation?which flatters and pr6- 
motes Carnal Concupiſcence, And it St. 
Aztoniaus did fot provide againſt the coii- 
dition of our modern Plays, nor the Scn- 
r1ments 'of that Impious Love, which 1s 
the conſtint Grotund-work "bf fuch Enter- 
do | | tainments ; 
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tainmeats ; the Reaſon undoubtedly is, that 
he had his Eye. upon the Repreſentations 


then in-uſe which, as the Compoſitions of 


that Age ftill remaining, do. evidently de- 
monſtrate, were of. a nature. very, aiffcrenr 
from, Ours. The Spurat, and IoPHes of 
' this Great man, with regardito theſe. danger- 
ous Tenderneflesof the preſent Stageis how- 
ever Sufficiently, diſcovered, by his reducing, 
Muſick to the Singizg forth the Praiſes of 
Gad, Singing the Stories of: Kvights Errant, 
and, other inoffenfrve things in age time. and 
place. So Holy a Perſon would cave, have 


called our Amorous Songs inoffenhaye, ſince 
his niceneſs. ran ſo high, as to forbid men 
the Liberty of hearing Women Sing 3 becauſe 
it is a freedom of damgerous Conſequence, and 
as he terms it, an Incentove to L aſciviouſe 
neſs. Incitatirum ad; laſciviam, 

By this it is eaſy to know, what Judg- 
ment he would have paſſed upon our Opera, 
and whether he would have thought it leſs 
hazardous to ſee our Women Play their 
Love parts with ſo much moving Art and 
Paſſion, and all the Advantages of Tempta- 
tion, which their Sex can poſſibly furniſh 
them with. And, if to theſe declarations 
of Antoninus his- opinion, we. add thoſe 
Conditions, which he requires in all ſorts of 


Diverſions ſuch as that they: he wtterly laid 76d, o 2, 
P. ttt, 


4p, 23» $» 
4 and 1, 


aſide in Lent and other Penitential Seaſons, 
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and that they do not occaſion the Worſhip of 
God to be neglefted; and ( which is more 
ſtrit, and conſiderable ſtill) that the Re- 
turns of them be {ſo ſeidom, as, in the affairs 
of human Life and./Converſation, to bear 
proportion to the quantity of Salt which 
men uſe in their Ordinary Food ; IT think 
upon theſe Terms the Diſcourſer will not 
only find no ſupport from hence to the 
Argument he maintains, but will be ex- 
prelly condemned in every branch of it, 
cyen by the Judgment of this pretended 
Friend-tochis Cauſe. 

32711. © T willthere obſerve Two very conſidera- 
7% £- ble Points, in which this Diſcourſe commits 
c0474;in% An Open outrage upon the Holy uſages of 
65- Proj the” Church. ' The firſt is that Paſſage, 
nat! of . 

Fealis «nd Where the Author declares himſelf very 
Faſts, cen- well pleaſed, that Plays ſhould divide God's 
own day with him ; and, though Sunday 
be ſet apart for Religious Duties, yet Plays 
may come 1n for a ſhare too, provided they 
content themſeives with that Modeſty of 
nie. 7», NOL beginning till Divine Service is over and 
| S:rmci enaed, when the Church Doors are ſhut, 
ana Pople have had wine enough for Devotion. 

the other 1s that, wherein he -:ves wp the 

+ 924/on of Lent to rhis ſort of Divertiſement 3 

#: 5), and that 'too, notwithſhanding is bej:( as hc 
Bf: 01 i» expreſies himfelt farther) eff ime conſecrated 
the 10915) po Repent inte and Humiliation for Sin, + 
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forbidden. And yet, in deſpight of all theſe 
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Time of Tears and bitter Sorrow to Serious 
and devout Chriſtians ; a Time, in which « Su 
the Scripture obſerves, ) Muſick ſhould be Eecluf. 22. 
s Torment , and Sights and Plays may ſeem © 


improper, and perhaps ſome nay think it were 
more convenient to bave them then abſolutel 


Prov, 25, 


Reaſons, which he ſeems to have produced 
for no other end, than only to let the World 
ſee, how little ſcruple he would make of 
ſetting them aſide ; in defiance of that Text 
of Scripture urged in confirmation of them 3 
he ſtands up in vindication of roocriblc 
abuſe, of ating Plays,even in this Seaſon of 
Mortifhcation and Devotion. 

Now this is in effect to confound and xy; 
utterly overthrow all thoſe Ideas of Faſting, 7+: Podr. 
which Scripture and Tradition both have \* 7 '** 
given us in this matter. The Days ſet a- and 24: 
part for this purpoſe are ſo properly, and <4. 
naturally Times of Sorrow and A fiction, Faſting.” 
that the'Scripture frequently makes Uſe of 
no other Term to expreſs andexplain them 
by : Tos ſhall afflic# your Souls, that is, ye Tet. 16. 
(hall keep a Faſt. And indeed the with- — 4 
drawing and abſtaining from the ordinary 2g. 7. 30. 
ſupports and refreſhments of nature is de- 4+ 
ſigned for that very purpoſe, that this pain- 
tull denyall of our ſelves may diſpoſe us the 
better for a ſorrowlull remperof mind, W hile 
men were eager and allowed themſelves 


in 


go 
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a free uſe ofNeceſſaries,they were not-migtr 
ty. cautious of fliding: into Superfluitics- 
ny | Or of Neceſſity fell in.to Ex- 
ceſs. And:therefore it was thought fit in the 
chaſtifingand-hymbling of our {elves totake 
the Contrary method; To cut off firſt the 
common [Supplyes; and not only fo; but to 
this abſtinence to. joyn every; thing that 
could be mortifying) and! ing, Sack- 
cloth upon the” + Body', Aſhes upon the; 
Head; Tears and» Groans and: Lamentati». 
ons; And all this; becauſe Fhis-was a Day. 
of Atonement, a: Time to propitiate ani 
{eek pa for- their Sins ; and therefore 
they were to feel, and to bearall the marks 
of deep forrow and affliftion, and to find 
no reſt, no Comfort to their Souls. 

Faſting hath yer one CharaQter more, 
peculiar to it: under the New Teſtament, 
as it, is an Expreſhog of that Grief the 
Church lyes under, during the time of her. 
Spouſe's abſence. An this agrees with 
that ſaying of Chrift himſelf > Can the Chih 
dren of the Bridechamber m10u#n, as long as the 
[;ridegroom is with thew ? but the days will 
come, when the Brideeroom (ball be . taken from 
there ; and thee ſhall they faſt. Here you ſee 
mourninz and Faſting put: together again, 
afd dot m_—_ _ _ are, in od 
Saviours)} t, the diſtinguiſhing marks 
of that = when tl: Church gy” 

| the 
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the Death andabſence of Jeſus Chriſty: The 
Holy Fathers in like manner tell us, that 
upon this, very account, the- moſt Solemn 
Faſt of all, which is the ſeaſon of Lent, is 
celebrated. upon the Approuch of, and as 2 
proper Preparation for, that ot our Lord's 
Paſſion. During this time ſo devoted t& Re- 
rance,and Mortification,and- the Remem- 
———_ of. our blefled Redeemer's Death, 
all publick Rejoycings and Diverſions are 
jorbidden. In this whole Intervall of Sor- 
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row the Canons of the Church order mento conc. 


abſtain from the celebration of Mifriage; 


Laod: can 


And they, who are at all verſed inthe Dit. ** 


cipline and uſages of the Church, cannot 
but underſtand the Reaſons for it. It can» 
notthen ſcem itrange, that Shews, and pub- 
lick Entertainments, have beert' in a particu- 
lar manner forbidden during this Seaſon. 
For, allowing them to be"altogether igno- 
cent, yet itis obvious they are indecent; as 
a teſtimony of Gayety and Joy, which is by 
no means Suitable to the then Sorrowtul 
State of the Church in general. Bur if e- 
ven Innocent Diverſions are not thenallow- 
ed, much le& ars the Infamousand the Pro- 
jane. The Church forbears even Holy Re- 
joycings, and the very Feſtivals of the Saints 
were not ſuttered to be kepr, becauſe theſe 


could fot n hblici without ſolne De- 


menſtration lick Joy. This Tem- 


per 


Cal, 51. 
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per and Spirit is {tiſl preſerved in the 
Church, as They, who are learned in the 
Rites of it, know and teach. It is upon the 
ſame Principle, that no Faſts were kept on 
Sundays, nor between FEafter and Whit- 
funtide ; becauſe theſe are times ſet apart for 
tloly*Rejoycing ; when we ſing Hallelv 
jah's and Hymns of Praiſe, the Figure of 
that Song of the Lamb, and never ce2fin 
Jo, in the next world. Now, if Faſti 

inconſ{iſtent with a ſeaſon dedicated to 
Holy Joy, ought common Mitth and 

vellings to be mingled with it ? 

oughteven thoſe publick Diverfions which 
at other times are not allowable ? I, thisa 
time to hear the jeſts of Buffoons, whoſe 
whole diſcourſe utterly tifles the Spirit of 
Compunttion 2 Are Plays then proper, 
which, taken in the moſt favourable Cha- 
racer their Champions contend for, will at 
teaſt fill your heads with vain and idle 
thoughts, with ſenſitive and worldly, ad- 
mitting them to be innocent and otherwiſe 
unblameable, Pleafures ? 

In deſpight of thcſe Holy Traditions , 
and in dire& contradiction to that paſſage 
of the Wiſe * Man produced by our Author, 
againſt the uſe of Muſick in time of Mourn.- 
ing, he (till perfiſts in allowing Plays to be 


aCted the whole Seaſon ofiglignt throughont. 
He would not indecd from us the 


meer favour of giving him the Hearing up» 
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on this Occaſion, were it not for the Reſpett 
cue to a greatgr Authority than his own, 
which he hath the hardineſs once more to 
ſummon in, as a Voucher for his Errors. 
For, after propoundigg all the ObjeQtions 
he knew n= AQting Plays in Lent, he 
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adds, To al this 1 anfiver in St. Thomas his 77 2:2: 
own words - then he cites an Article of Po 75» &» 


this Holy Dotor upon the Sentences, which £*9**: 


is the very. ſame, that we had occaſion xo 
produce and examine already upon another 
occalion. | 

Now firſt of all, it is moſt: that 
the Caſuiſt hath nothing to do with Lent 
in that place, nor does he ſay one fingle 
Syllable concerning it. But though a man 
would, ( as I cannot but acknowledge he 
might reaſonably enough ) apply in ſome 
degree to the ſcaton of Lent, the Rules and 
Meaſures, which this greatOracle lays down 
with regard to the State of Penitents jt 
general 3 yet even thus there is not an 
thing there, which will not make again| 
the Pretenſion of our Author. 

St. Thomas does in that place take Three 
Queſtions into Conſideration, the Two 
former whereof relate to Sports or Diverſi- 
ons 3 In the Firſt he ſpeaks of theſe in 
General; In the .Second he deſcends to 
Shews1n Particular. While he is treating 
of Diverſions an general,and before he comes 


30 


” % ® 
;» 6 


« 


| 
: 
4 yp 
: T \ 
o : , 
o : 
| 
: 


94 


Ibid. ad, 
qus Is 6 


Maxims and Reflefons 
to inſtance in or conſider. Shews or publick 
Sights, he forbids Penitents the indulging, 
though never ſo privately, fich Divertions, 
as are /apt to rejoyce and very agrecably 
entertain the mind ;, Which Prohibition he 
grounds upon this, that a State of Penitence 
requires Tears and not Mirth, and therefore 
the utmoſt he allows them is, with great 
moderation to uſe ſome certain*Recreations, % 
far as may refreſh themſelves, and keep.up good 
Society with the Perſons they dwell and converſe 
among. And all this, it is plain, is nobhegg 

biat-before us, for tuch-Permiffion 
notreach very many Caſes. But now, 
underthe Second Queſtion, where he comes 
to conlider Shews. in particular , there he 
poſitively determines the Point againſt 


Penitents, and {declares ſuch are bound to. 


avoid them, SpedFaculs witanaa Penitenti, 
Nay that they are bound, not only to de- 
Cline ſuch as are evil in their own Nature, 


from which, ſays he, theſe Perſons bye under. « 


ſtronger obligation to abſtain, than common 
men ; but, even from ſuch Diverſions as are 
aff and neceſſary to Mankind, among 
which he inſtances particularly in Hunting. 
How StriC&t the Diſcipline of the Antient 
Church was upon this Occaſion, as it is 
pretty well known, ſo it deſerves to be 
conſtantly remembred. By This, all ſorts 
of Exerciſes were interdicted to Penitents, 
& which 


ck 


he 


that you'ſee there was no Relaxation of it, 


whoever hants any part of Lent, (-torum 9 
gnadragints dierum curriculo does not really 


fatt'; no.( ſays he ) not though he abſt ain from 
yt longer than Ordingry 1and do-not eat till 
#heE 


Ing that, be hath not faſted anto "the Lord, 


-cating later than 15*uſuall- Pores widert 
tardias te refeciſſe, non tam Domino jejunaſſe, 


_-fixth Century. Intheninth Age, Pope Ni- 44 4 
-colas, impoſes ahe ſame Obſervance upon the 3:1;. «cp. 


former Apes of: the Church, 'Phis-ſeyeri- 
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which unſettle the mind, and diſpoſe to 
Levity. And this Rule-was fo well-Gxed, 


granted by Sr. Thamas, who lived-in the 
Thirteenth Century. . We find *among the 
Sermons priated ui St. Ambroſe, one of 
St, Ceſarius Archbiſbyp of Arles, where he 
tells us three or" tour times over ; That , 


vening,( which was the conſtant uſage 
ofthat Age) It is rrae, he does "aunt " refreſt 
himſelf at common hours, but, notwithſtand- 


for Faſting implyes: #.great deal more then 
This Author lived about'the End of the 


Balearians,who conſulced him for diretion, 44 
and -grounds it upon the Tradition of the 


'ty-was derived from the primitive Diſci- 
pline in the caſe of Penirexts ; And what 
wasthen thought expedient for particular 
Perſons and Caſes, was afterwards:judged 
a proper Courſe tc: the obſervance of Lent; 
This beiag a»-Scatan, when the whole 
Church 
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Church, and every member of it, pur 
themſelves into the condition of Penitents, 
And, left any ſhould imagine, that this dif- 
Cipline of. Penitents was unreaſonable and 
beyond all meaſure Rigorous, St: Thomas 
juſtifies it with this Argument, that ſuch 
Publick Shews and Exerciſes, take off from 
the Seriouſneſs of the mind,and are 4 great Hin- 
drance to Recolleftion ; T bat the State | Peni- 
tewts is a State of uneaſineſs and Trouble and 
therefore the Church hath a right, and tloes 
well1n ſuch Circum#tances to oe her right, of 
debarri fech from the uſe and enjoyment of 
ſuch things, which though uſefutl in their own 
Nature, are yet by no means proper for theſe 
perſons preſent Condition. And, that noth- 
ing leſs than a caſ#® of Neceſſity, is a good 
Exception to this Rule, «bi Neceſſitas ex- 
poſcit ; as for inftance, If a man had no 0- 
ther way of getting his Living but by Hun- 
ting. All which 1s agreeable to the Can- _ 
ons,to the Doftrine of the Saints,-and to the” 
Maſter of the Sentences. And, having by 
all theſe” Authorities Moderated the Diverſt- 
ons, which a private Penitent may allow 
himſelf in, for the refreſhment of hisown 
mmd, and the keeping upa good Cor- 
reſpondence with his Neighbours and ac- 
quantance ; he forbids ſuch, the Uſe of all 
Publick Shews, and all thoſe cxerciſcs, 
which diſcompoſe the mind, and render it 


unfit 
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unfit for Serious Thought. Notwithſtand- 
ing all which, the Diſcoaſe, in the Paſſage 
now before us, hath declared it allowablz to 
ſee and hear Plays, al Lent long, ( for theſe 
are his very words ) Hediſcovers in this no 
manner'ot-Inconfiftence with that Spirit of 
mortification, and deep Sorrow, which the 
Church at that .time makes publick Profeſ- 
ſion of ; and he hath the conhdence to call 
this Anſwering all Objections to the Con- 
trary, in Th. Aquinas his own Words, 
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he ſame Author declares himſelt yet +, ,, 
farther upon this ſubject, in that Queſtion 158. 1 « 


already quoted out of his Summes where in 
the Fourth Article, he inquires, A bether 
there ca be any Sin in the Defect, or tos rigid 
Forbearance of Diverſion, T hat is, Inre- 
fuſing and denying a mans ſelt every thing, 
that may contribute to the recreating lus 
Mind. For That is the meaning of L«d#s 
or Play mentioned- there. And rhe fir(t 
Objeftion he raiſes is this, that zz all appeds- 
ance, there can be no Sin in the defect of thi\* 
Drver frons, becauſe no Sin is preſcrived to Pe- 
nitents, and yer all Diverſions are prohioted 
fo ſuch; For This agrees with a Paſlage in 
a Book attributed to Sr. Auguſtin, where 
he ſays, that if a Tenttent deſtre to obtain 
the grace of a full an4 perjcct Pardon, it is 


neceſſary for him to forbuar Diverſions, and * b; mu 
the Shews of the World, during his State of faij, 1 4+ 


þ4 [ inpt- 
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Humazation for bis Sins, This Paſſage was in the 


Lib. 4. Text of the Maſter of the Sentences,and theDoc- 
4&7. 16.trine contained in it received as unconteſtable, 


becauſe agreeing exattly with 211 the ancientCan- 
ons. St. Thomas likewile replycs,that Lamentation 
and Grief jor Sim are commanded the Penitents, aud 
therefore Dever /10a is nit allowed to -ſuph ; becauſe 
Reaſon requires the abatement of ſuch thungs to perſons 
urder Cieumſtances of Sorrow. Pimitentibus lultus 
mdicitur pro peccatis gdes inter dititur eis ludus, Nec 
hoe pertinet ad viteum defettus quia boe ipſum el 
ſecundum rationem, quod im eis ludus dimimuatur. 
This is the only Reſtrition produced there, 
which yet does not in any degree affect the pub- 
lick Divertons becauſe it does nor take off the 
Prohibition of Shews : but it leaves that in full 
force, as we find it expreſly laid in all thoſe 
Canons that concern a Penitentiall State. 
And this the ſame Author himſelf acknowledges, 
in the paſſage lately cited out of his Book upon 
the Sentences. 

Let not men therefore injure the Dodtrine, 
and miſrepreſent the Judgmenr, of ſo Pious and 
Great a man, by pretconuag his Authority for 
ip manifeſt a Relaxation ot Eccleſiaſticall Diſ- 
cipline. It is enough, and too much, to intro- 
dnce him as a Vindicator of Plays,which yet he 
never intended. Bur, it 1s too great,too ſhame- 
leſs an abuſe, to make him juſtify aQting in 
Lehr, though he have not in the 'whole Com- 
paſs of his Works, one fiogle Paſſage, which, 
either dircaly, or by remote Conſequence 
can bear this Conſtruction Nay. when on the 
Contrary, he hath ſo expreſly declared, that 
the Publick Shews are fo perfetly inconfiitent 
with that Spirit of Mortifcation and Repen 
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tance, which the Church, at the ſeaſon of Lent 
particularly, labours ſb earneſtly to revive and 
cheriſh in the mind cf every Chriſtian. 

As to the Lord's Day, and the Obſervation ++ 
of it, our Author begins with this remark, 7: c- 
* That the Holy-days are given us,not only to ſanc- nt of 
tify them, and that we may have then wore leiſure *"* © - 
then at other times we have, for attending the ſervice ;,,\*... 1 
of God; but alſo, that we may reſt after the Example of b-eoing 
of God himſelf, And from hence he ' infers, #*/{tv.!s 
that /ince Pleaſure 15s the proper Reſt of Man, = EXs 

- according to St. Thomas, He may even upon /'*%*4: 

Sundays allow himſelf the Pleaſure of Plays, pro- , ,, .. 
vided this be-not done, till the publick Offices ,.. 
of the Day be over. And here agalmhe endea- 0: in 144 
vours to draw St. Thomas over to his party. #*£/ 
Who yet firſt of all, ſays not one word of what 
he makes him ſay ; and Secondly though he had 
ſaid what he is prodnced for, yet no Concluſion 
can be drawn from thence, in favour of Plays, 
which are the ſabje& of the preſent Diſ.curſe. 

I ſhould be much to blame, to ſpend time in 
a formall Confutation of One, who does not un- 

derſtand what he reads. Bur yet his Profanati- 

ons of Scripture, and the Reſt of Almighty God, 

are the leſs to be endured, becauſe of their cdirext 7, 

tendency to overthrow the Command of keep#ris +. - 

Holy the Sabbath-day. Now it is trugythat in Ero-s 

dus we find that Command delivered and enfarc- 

ed after the following manner. Six days thou ſhalt 

do thy work, and on the ſeventh day thou Shalt reſt. that 

thine Oxe andithine Aſ5,and all whom thoſe Beaſts 

repreſent, all whoſe lite is imployed continvally 

in Labour, may reſt, and the Sun of thy handmaic, 

and the ſtranger may be refreſhes, Now upon 

this occaſion we may juſtly make St, Pars Re- 

H 2 Aejor, 
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1.Cor. IX. fleftion, Doth God take care for Oxen ? No! 


Js 


*. bour and. 


"their thong 


Without all controverſy bis concern that They 
might reſt was not fo great, as to produce an 
expreſs Command for that purpoſe. But that 
Fatherly Care and Compaſſion, which, as Davida 
obſerves, hath a tender regard to the ſafety. 
both of Man and Beaſt.provided for the Refreſh- 
ment even of Brutes themſelves, that men might 
learn, by this Example, not to haraſs and op- 
preſs thoſe that are like themſelves, with nevey 
cealing Drudgery and Toil. Or elſe the Rea- 
ſon of that Command may be, to ſhow that the 
Goodneſs of God extends to the Preſervation 


-of our Bodies, and would have ſome convenient 


lntermiſſiog for their Comfort, from that la- 
fatigue, which is common to us with 
Creatures of an inferiour Degree. So that this 
Reſt of Mankind is a Second and leſs principall 
motive for the Inſtitutioa of the Sabbath. But 
to infer from thence, that _ nay even that 
publick Sports were allowed to that ancient and 
peculiar people of God, betrays ſo groſs Igno- 
rance of their Conſtitution and Cuſtomes, as 
deſerves no other anſwer than Diſdain, and 
Contempt of the wretched conſequences deduced 
from this Law. The Reſt of the [ewiſh nation 
conſiſted in an Intermiſſion of Bodily Labour, 
by. which vY might have leifure to employ 

in meditations upon God, and 
his Law, and to dedicate that time to his more 
immediate Service, But * to ſeek their own 
Pleaſure, and eſpectally ſo unthinking a Plea- 
ſure as that of Plays, ( ſuppoſing that Age to 
have been addited to ſuch fort of Diverſions ) 
had doubtleſs been a manifeſt Profanation and 
crying Abuſe of that Holy Day. 1/aia"» is ex- 
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preſs in this matter. For there God rebukes the 
Jews ſeverely and upbraids them over and over 
for doing their own will, and ſeeking their ownPleaſure, 
upon the day he had SanQtified, and Set y 7 to 
his own uſe: For looking upon the ſabbath 
as a Day of Delight, or as a Day of Oſtentation 
and Vainglory ! He ſhews them what Sort of 
Pleaſure it was intended they ſhould perſue up- 
on this Day, Thou ſhalt delight thy ſelf m the 
Lord, ſays he. Some luterpreters indeed put a- 
nother ſenſe upon theſe Paſſages, but it 1s ſuch 
as comes all to one at the laſt, ſince all agree, 
that the proper Delight and Pleaſure ot the 
Sabbath, is to take pleaſure in God, and Good 
things. And yet now men go © far, asto 
propoſe the pleaſure of Plays, which.is a De- 
lighr ſo immediately. and entirely ſenſuall, for 
an Imitation of God's Spiritual and Divine Reſt, 
and a part of that Refreſhment whichvHe hath 
diretea and ordained for Mankind. But ler us 
leave theſe Reaſonings to their Authonr, which 
indeed are ſo extravagant and odd, that it is 
hard to ſay, whether they be mare deſpicable 
for the Weaknels, or deteſtable for the Profane- 
neſs of them., He that ſhall undertake to defend 
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ating Plays vpon Sundays, either upon the | 


Principles of this Diſcourſe, or vpon any O- 
thers of his own, would do well in fhe firſt place, 
to make ont the Priviledge This Trade can - 
tend to above all the reſt: that This Should 
l:y claim to the Day which is God's Peculiar, 
and preſume to appropriate any part of it to 
It ſelf, Is the Profeſſion of a Player more Li- 
beral, more to be refpetted and encouraged, 
than that of Painting and Scnipture, not to nten- 
Kiog any of thoſe Arts which are uſefall for rhe 
H 3 Necty 
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neceſſary ſupplyes of humane Life? Do not 
Players ſubſiſt upon this Odious Art? And 
can we with any colour of reaſon excuſe thoſe, 
who oblige them to the exerciſe of their uſual 
Labours, by paying them for working upon a 
day,when others are forbidden to exerciſe more 
honeſt Callings? This certainly is carrying 
Licentiouſneſs to much too high a Pitch. The 
Commands of God, and That in particular 
which regards the SanRtification of Holy Days, 
will be too much diſreſpetted and forgotten; and 
upon theſe Terms God's own Day will ina 
little time be leſs Ais, than any of the other 
Six. Such wicked and forced Expoſitions do 
men ſtudy *to find ort, to abandon this day to 
Vanity; and" Pleaſure. 
After this I ſhould ſcarce think that frivolons 
Excuſe for Plays upon Feſtivalls and Holydays 
worth an Anſwer ; which grounds it ſelf upon 
a Prerence, that the Theatres are not opened, 
till the Publick Worſhip is ended, and the 
Church doors are ſhut. For why ſhould not all 
other Labours and Trades be indulged by the 
ſame reaſon, moſt of which without diſpute are 
much more profitable and neceſſary, and have a 
better Title to be allowed ? Who is'it I beſeech 
- you, that firſt reſerved this day,- and cut it off 
from common uſe; and why ſhould not He 
haye th whole, as well as any part of it ? What 
reaſon can be .alledzed why all the four and 
twenty hours fof this Day ſhould not be His, 
4s entirely as thoſe of all the reſt of the Days 
re Ours? I own there are ſome Diverſions, 
Which the Church it ſelf does not abſolutely 


pro!ybit our of the time of Divine ſervice ; 


but 
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but Plays were never any of that Number 
The Diſcipline of rhe Church hath ever been 
uniform and conſſtenr with it elf in this point. 
And the Conncil of Reams, toward the Cloſe of 
the laft Age, inthe Titleof Feaftdaps after hav- 
ing in the Third *Chapter inftanced in fome 
Sports, which anght not to be permitted, or at 
leaſt not till Service was over ; docs afterwards 
inthe Sixth Chapter, pur in a rank by them- 
ſelves, the Diverſions of the Theatres as things 
that caſt a blemiſh apo Xfar and *D 4 
and the Holineſs of the Charch, and thereforeab 
ſoltutely forbidden npon Helydays. St. Charles 
had made the fame declaratioa againſt"them - 
and all the Ancient and Modern Canons ſpeak 
the fame Language, withont any Limitation or 
Referve in their Favonr. Ss. Thomas, whom 
they {o confidently and groundlefly top upon 
vs at every turn, for a Warranter of Licenti- 
ouſneſs, does, argong other necefſary conditions 
for, even Innocent, Diverſions, require this as 
an indiſpenfable one, that ibey.be md ped only at 
convenient ſeaſons, And What is the meaning 
of this Precantion, bur to inform ns, that there 
are ſome among them, which, however allowable 
they be at other times, yet ought not by any 
means to be ſuffered upon Holy Days%, But 
indeed it is not rcaſonable ro require from vs 
particular paſſages our of This, wr any other 
Divines, condemning this abominable Di- 
vilion men are now content to make of times 
ſer apart for Religion, berween That and 
the world,( not to fay the Devit)They were not 
concerned to reprove an Abnſc as ye nnheard 
of, when Tlicy lived and wrote, They could 
h H & not 
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not foreſes a Profanation of the Lord's Day; 
which our Immediate Anceſtors ſaw the firſt 
breaking out of, To what prrpoſe is it then 
to alledge a vicious Pradtice, againſt which all 
the Canons cry out ſo loudly : and to urge Cor- 
ruption in bar to Law ? We muſt not ima- 
gine all to be Lawfull, which, through the wick- 
edneſs of the times, and the hardneſs of our 
hearts, we arc under an unhappy neceſſity of 
colerating: Or that every thing which the 
Civit Gquvernment cannot effeQtually redreſs or 
puniſh, will eicape the Jadgment of God, as ea- 
jily as 1t does that of Man, And after all, 
What. does it ſignify to the Players or to the 
Srectators, that theſe Entertainments do not in- 
rerrupt the Publick Worſhip, but leave the 
Time appointed for that entirely free to be 
better employed? Do theſe men attend upon 
that Worſhip ever the more for not being juſt 
then in the Play hopſe? Do the generality of 
thoſe perſons that frequent. the Playhouſe ever 
trouble themſelves with conſidering whether 
there be any Publick. Worſhip or not ? Do 
They underſtand the nature oſit duly, who 
7:alously attend upon the Sermon and Parochial] 
Service, and immediately upon hearing theſe, 
go ſtxeight ro the Play, and there, in a Looſe of 
worldly Delight, loſe all that Spirit of Seriouſ- 
neſs, and RecolleCtion, and Cantrition for their 
Sigs, whichthe Word of God, ani his Praiſes 
had excited in their hegrts ? So that, upon the 
whole matter, we muſt of neceſſity confeſs, 
that, Plays are by no means made or fitted to 
the temper of thoſe perſons, who know how to 
v2lebrate Feſtivals with a trae bocoming frame 
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of mind ; Thoſe that are Chriſtians in Diſpoſi- 
tion and in very Deed, and attend the Offices 
of the Church, with that Gravity and conſi- 
derate Attention, which theſe Duties ſuppoſe 
and require, 

After having cleared St. Thomas from thoſe 
Aſperſions caſt upon his Doctrin, which charge 
it with all thoſe Vicious and Extravag:1t 
Practices already mentioned ; | think my 4c!! 
obliged, with all the Reſpe&t due io ſo great 
a Man, to confeſs ingenuouſly, thet he ſez1ns to 
have ſwerved a little, it not from the Judgment 
and real Opinion, yer at leaſt from the manner, 
In which the Antient Fathers uſed to expreſs 
themſelves, upon this Subject of Diverſions, 
And the entring into This diſquiſition will be 
of ſome ſervice to us, becauſe ir will furniſh us 
with Rules and Principles, whereby to paſs a 
right Judgment upon Comical Compoiitions , 
and, in general, of all ſorts of Converſation 
and Diſcourſe, which provoke Laughter. Now 
in the Firſt place I muſt be bald to affirm, that 
I do got know any one of the Anticnts, but 
who is ſo far from eſteeming Drollery in Con- 
yerſation an . Excellence, or ranging it under 
any ſpecies of Virtue, as even to look upon it 
as a ſpecies of Vice rather, though not in all 
caſes aftually and Girealy Sinful, nor ſuch a 
Crime as'renders the perſon uſing} it liable to 
Damnation.. The leaſt accuſation rhey bring 
againſt it, is it's Unprofirableneſs ; which in 
Their opinion lays it within the compaſs of 
thoſe Idle words, vihich , our Bleſſed Saviour 
hath declared, mnſt be accormted for in the day of 
J:dowment, Now how ſevere focver the Dot = 
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and Cafuiſts may appear, yet all their Cenſures 
fall ſhort of Chriſt's, who hath made, not only 
Evil, but even Uſedefs and 7dle words, fubjea 
to ſo rigorous a Scratiny in the great Day of 
Account. And therefore we cannot wonder 
much, if the Fathers, who underſtood that Text 
in fo ſtri& a ſenſe, agree unanimouſly in their 
condemnation of this ſort of Converſation. As 
for that Virtue termed Eutrapelia , which St. 
Thomas took his notion of from Ariſtetle, they 
muſt be acknawledged not to have been ac- 
quainted with it. The Tranſlators have rendred 
the Greek word Wwregraria, by Urbanity , 
Politeneſs, Good Breeding ; A man wonld come 
nearer Ariſtotle's Senſe., who ſhould term it 
Raillery , Facetiouſneſs. Or , to take in the 
whole notion of it, an agreeable way of Wit , 
Gayety of Humour, and ſprightlyneſs in Con- 
verſation , attended with Pleaſant Diſcourſe. 
Which, I think, anſwers the Character intend- 
ed for it by the Philoſopher. This being the 
very beſt, that can poflibly be faid of ſuch Talk 
as makes the Company Jaugh. And to this 
purpoſe he explains himſelf, when treating of 
that Virtue in his Ethicks. But this is fo nice 
and airy a Virtue, that the very fame Term is 
applyed by St. Paul to 2 Vice, which we render 
Jeſting but the Vulgar Scurrility ; Though in- 
deed it do not imclude Abuſive Language as 
Scurriity does, but may, according to the Fa- 
thers, be rendred in a more general Texm,fuch 
as Tartneſs of Wir, the Art of moving Laugh- 
ter, or,if you pleaſe, Buffoonery, St. Part calls 
it wrezrla, and places it in very bad com- 
pany, ſuch as Filthinefs and Fodiſh Talking. 50 
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that, in the Judgment of this Apoſtle, the Three 
blameable Qualities of Diſcourſe are the being 
indecent or Filthy, the being Light, Inconfider- 
ae, or Fooliſh ;, or the being Smart, ridiculing, 
or Jefting , or (if you allow that rendring ) 
fyouring of Buffoonery ; For all theſe words 
have Significations, which it .is very difficult 
to expreſs in ſtrict propriety of Terms. Now 
[delire it may be obſerved, that St. Paul gives 
this ſort of Talk the very beſt and moſt credita- 
ble Name, that is ever pretended to belong to 
it; for he might, one would have thought, 
have called it Saponroxiez, which is that Scanda- 
lous Title fixed by the Greeks upon the Vice 
n this kind on the excecding fide; and that 
which Ari/totle hath diſtinguiſhed the Imperti- 
nence and 11] manners of prating Buffoons by. 
And yer St. Paul, afreb having taken this merry 
and jocular way of Converſation, under the beſt 
hgure it is capable of making, and givea it it's 
moſt tavourable Name, does not ſcruple to 
rank 1t among, the Vices. Not that we are 
from hence to conclude our ſelves abſolutely 
forbidden to be ſametimes pleaſant and divert- 
Ing in Company, but becauſe to be always upon 
the merry pin, and make it one's conſtant 
buſineſs and Trade, as it were, to promote 
Lavghing, is exceeding faulty and altogerher 
unſuitable to rheDigniry of Men or Chriſtians.St. 
Thomas,who attended bur little to the propriety 
of the Greck Texr,could not make this Refleion 
upon Sr. Pauls manner of expreſſing himſelf, 
But it did not. eſcape St, CLryſoſtome, whorhad 
the Skill ro obſerve, that the word Eutrapelos, 
does properly fienify a man of Art and i" 
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Hom. 17. One who can with great Eafe tura himſelf into 
«1. Eph). different forms and humours , ( which agrees 
with Ariſtotles account and Etymology of the 
word ) Only the Father and the Philoſopher 
difier in this, that Ariſtotle takes it in a good 
ſenſe, as it implyes agreeableneſs of Conver- 
ſation, Readineſs of Wit, and Gayety of Hu- 
mour, and 1s oppoſed ta the blunt Rudeneſs 
and Ribaldry of Fools and Clowns ; Whereas 
St. Chry/oſtome keeps his Eye chiefly upon that 
= of the Signification, which implyes the 
evity and Inconſtancy of the Perſon , the, 
Meanneſs of turning Mimick, and affecting to 
make the Company Laugh. All which he looks 
upon, as Qualitics much too trifling and airy 
for the Gravity of a Chriſtian, who hath fach 
important Concerns upon his hands ; and be- 
neath whoſe CharaQer it is to deſcend to ſuch 
little and deſpicable Artifices and Deſigns. 
This 1s what he very frequently inculcates, 
and urges in proof of it thoſe words of vr. 
Paut immediately following, that Theſe things 
are not convenient. Tory whercas the Vulgar 
bath Tranſlated jt, Scurrilitas gue ad rem 1m 
pertmet ; So referring this laſt Clauſe to Jefteng 
only : The Greek plainly intimates , that all 
thofe things mentioned h3fore by the Apoſtle 
are not conTenicnt. as ph eviney]a. and thus 
the Vulgar likewiſe heretofore underſteod the 
paſiage, as may be gathered from St. Ferome, 
who reads It nor pertinent, Bur, whatever be- 
come of thefe Criticifms and various Readings, 
St. Chryfoſtome is expreſs and poſitive, that theſe 
Three forts of Diſcourſe, the FiltLy, the Fooliſh, 
and the Jeſting or Ridiculing, arc not —— 
- DS | | a 


| =  # 
upon PLAYS. 
for a Chriſtian. And he explains that Terni 
Convenient, by ſaying, they do not belong to us, 
we have nothing to do with them, That is, They 
do not ſait onr Condition, nor are of a Piece 
with our Chriſtian Cailing and Duty. Under 
theſe ſorts of diſcourſe thus unbecoming and 
mworthy of Chriſtians, he comprehends even 
thoſe, which the Gretk and Latin Writers ſtiled 
whe, Urbana, by which they meant the moſt 
witty. and inoffenſive ſort of Railery, ſuch as 
ob! a man ingenious and well bred, as well as 
etious and good humoured. Of what w/e , 
ſays he, are even theſe Failleries ? they only ſerve 
ts make you. laugh, And a little after, . All 
theſe things which turn to 0 Profit, and ſuch as, we 
bave nothing to do with, are 12 part of our Chri> 
ftian Profeſſion, (which conſiſts of and recom- 
mends ſuch Methods and Practices only, as are 
profitable and pertinent to it's main Deſign, } 
Therefore let there is no Idle Word among you, 
plainly alluding to that Sentence of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, whete he forbids and threatens ſuch 
Words with a ſevere Reckoning to be required 
for them. This Fathtr procceds to repreſent 
the miſchievous Conſequences of ſich light an 
frothy Wir, and at every turn puts us in mind 
again, that ſuch Diſcouries as aim at provoking 
Laughter, however they may be Ilcokt upon as 
marks of Parts, and Poliſhed Convesfation, are 
yet uffworthy of a Chriſtian; and he at once 
laments and profeſſes himſelf amazed, that any 
ſuch wretched thing as a Knack of this kind 


ſhould paſs upon the world for an accompliſh- 


ment, and be ranked vnder any Head of Virtue: 
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This, it is evident, was intended for a Gird 
at Ariſtotle, who is the only Perſon, with whom 
This paſfes for a Virtne, which St, Chryſoſtome 
can by no means adfnit to be fach. I have al- 
ready ſhewed, that he took iis notion and Ety- 
mology of Eutrapelia from Ariſtotle, Thus it is 
obvious to diſcern he treats of it, throughout 
that ſo often cited Homily ;, And thoſe Readers 
who are at all acquainted with the Spirit an 
Manner of St. Chryſoſtome , whoſe Diſcourſes 
ate full of learned and ſecret alluſions to the 
Dodrin of the .old Philoſophers, which it is 
his way frequently to reprove, without any 
expreſs mention of the Authors. who maintain- 
ed it, will make no doubt, that my preſent 
Obſervation is juſt, And thus you have &. 
Chryſoſtome's Opinion of that pretended Virtue 
ſtiled Eutrapelia, which the Primitive and Purer 
Chriſtians knew little of, Theophyla& , and 
Occumenius, do here, as is uſual with them in 
other places; they are only an abridgment of 
what St. Chryſoſtome had delivered more at 
large; and do not go about at all to mollify 
the ſeeming auſtere Principles of their Maſter, 

Nor are the Latin Fathers lefs ſevere upon 
this Occaſion. St. Thomas quotes a paſlage out 


of St. Ambroſe, which he finds himſelf hard put - 


to it to reconcile with Arsſtotle. It is taken 
out of his Book of Offices, wherein that Father 
handles much the ſame Subjetts, which»Czcero 
had done mm that Tract we have of his under 
the ſame Title. And here, after having taken 
notice of the Rules given by that Orator, and 
ſome other Philoſophers,-who were the Wiſe 
Men of this World, Scculares Yiri, upon the 
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matter of Jefting and Raillery, Jocs, he begins 
with this Remark, that be for his part bath ng- 
thing to ſay upon this branch of the Precepts and 
Dottrin of the Mwaral Philoſophers , de jocands 
difciplina, This, ſays he, «s @ Topick fit for us 
to paſs over in ſilence, mobis preetereunda ;, Such 
as Chriſtians are not conceraed in ; becauſe, 
as he goes on there, although there be ſome Rail- 
leries in Converſation, which are ſometimes apree+ 
able and decent, licet enterdum Toca boneſta foe ac 


ſuavia, yet are they contrary to the Rules and 


Diſciplize of the Church, ab Ecclefiaſtici abhoyrent 
regula, For, ſays he, we cannot preſcribe the pratice 
of thoſe things which the Scriptures bave uot thought 
fit to give any direlions for, Que in Scrifturis 
ſanftis nom reperimus ea quemadmodum wvſurpare 
poſſumus ? And this is moſt manifeſt, that in 
thoſe Holy Books we no where meet with any 
Approbation or Warrant for ſuch ſort of Talk 
as aims and labours to make men laugh, Sa 
far from-that, that Sr. Ambroſe, after having 
inſtanced in thoſe words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
Wo unto you that laugh now , expreſſes his As 
ſtoniſhment , that Ciriſtians ſhould fo in» 
duſtrouſly ſeek occaſions, and contrive matter foy 
Laughter ;, & nos Rid:nds materiam quarinms ut 


* bic yidentes illic fleamus * Where we ſhall do 


well to obſerve, that he rather torbids ſeekin 
theſe occaſions induſtriouſly, than ſuffering ou 
{elves ro be diverted with them, when they 
offer of their own accord,'and fall in without 
our ſeeking, But this diſtinQtion notwithſtand» 
ing, he infers, that we ought to decline, wot only 
ſtudied and exceſſuve Raillery, but indeed all ſorts 
of it, non ſolum profuſos ſed omnes ctiam jocos 
declinandss 
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declinandos arbitror. And This explains what 
went before, by giving us to underſtand, that 
the Decency , there mentioned and allowed, 
was ſuch only, as regards the ſenſe of the 
world, and the Meaſures of common Conver- 
ſation ; not that it hath any expreſs allowance 
or Approbation from Scripture; or 15-not, if 
nicely conſidered, an Offence againſt the Rule 
of a Chriſtian Tetnper and Behaviour and the 
Diſcipline of the Church. 

Aquinas, that he might mollify this Paſſage, 
fo irreconcileable with 4ri/totle's Virtue of 
Euty apelia, tells us, that St. Ambroſe did not 
deſign utterly to baniſh Feſting out of common 
Converſation, but only to ſhew that it wag not 
allowable in the Chriſtian Doctrin , Non ex- 
cludit univerſaliter jocum a conver ſatione bumana, 
ſed a Doftrina ſacra, Now by Do@Brina Sacra, 
he conſtantly meahis, either the Scriptures, or 
Preaching and Practical Precepts, or the Science 
of Theslogy. As if St. -mbroſe meant no 
more, than that Jeſting was forbidden, when 
men were engaged in the rhoſt Sacred and Im- 


* Portant matters, and that Divines ſhould not 


uſe it, when they expound the Word of God, 
and are teaching the People their Duty. But 
it is obvious to every Reader, that this 1s not 
the caſe St, Ambroſe is upon 3 but altogether 
forreign to the deſign of that ,Place, And 
beſides, It is evident, from ſome other Reaſons, 
which are no diminution to the acute Parts 
and profound Learning of this Eminent 
Caſuiſt, that we are not always to expe& from 
Him an exaCt Interpretation of the Fathers; 


_ eſpecially , when He thinks himſelf concern 
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to reconcile them with Ar:fotle, whoſe Notions, 
it is paſt all diſpute, they did in- many caſes 
take the Liberty. of differing from ; and were 
by no means- governed by... * - 

. There is ſomewhar more of Colour for that 
other Solution of this Difficulty, which- pro- 
ceeds upon a Conjeaure, that St. 4mbroſt in 
the Paſſage now before: us, addreſsd to ſuch 
Perſons only, -as were in Holy Orders. And. 
this ConjeQture is ſtrengthened by that Title 
to his Book, with which the BenediGins Edi- 
tion hath publiſhed and reſtored it to us, De 
Officijs Miniftrorum, But yet the Terms in 
which he expreſſes himſelf are too general to 
admit of this Reſtriction. The Arguments he 
brings for his Opinion are ſuch as reach Perſons 
of all Capacities equally ; and the Method and 
Intention of that Treatiſe is to explain the 
duties of all Chriſtians in Common. *'Tis true 
indeed, now and then, and upon two or three 
occaſions , be obſerves, that Prieſts ſtand in 
a more ſtrict and peculiar manner obliged to the 
Practice of thoſe Virtues, which he propoſes 
and recommends .to. the Generality of Men. 
But This is ſo far from releaſing other Chri- 
Kians ,. that it rather binds then\ the faſter, 
by making ſuch Virtues a Pattern of PerfeRion. 
And it is plain, as well from St. Ambroſe his 
own words, as from the Analogy and generat 
Agreement of the Dodtrin of the Fathers, that 
they diſallow the -Ridiculing way of Wit ir 
ade without any Exception or Re- 
wave, :.. | 

_ If theſe Paſſages of the Fathers ſeem too much 
[ndlining to the Extream of Rigour and Moroſ- 
; | F nefs. 
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neſs, St, Ferom hath given them their due Tem- 

perament , in his Cgqmment upon the Epiſtle 

to the Epheſians ; where, explaining the two 

faults cenſured by St. Paub under the Terms of 

Fooliſh Talking and Feſt1ng, he tells ts, that the 

Former, Fooliſh Talking 1s a ſort, of raſh Senſeleſs 

Unthinking diſcourſe, which bath nothing i*m it worthy 

a Man of Parts and Underſtanding, But Teſting 

is the” Effet of Premeditation and Deſign, which 

affets to divert the Hearers, and make them laugh, 

by ſaying ſmart and witty, or blunt and courſe, or 

unbecommg, or pleaſant; things, mich is what we 

commonly call joculay Entertamment. And this 

he tellsus ſhould by no means be admitted into 

the Convetation of Saints, that is, of Chriſtians, 

: becauſe it becomes ſuch much rather to weep than to 

_—_— . laugh. Inter ſtultilogurum autem et ſcurrilitatem 

Ipbef bo: hoc intereſt, quod Stultiloquium nihil in ſe Sapiens, 

et eorde dignum hominis habet. Scurrilitas vero de 

prudenti mente deſcendit,” et conſults appetit que- 

dam. vel urbana verba, vel ruſtica, vel turpia, 

vel faceta, quam nos Jocularitatem alio werbo 

poſſumus appellare : ut riſum moveat audientibus. 

Verdm & Hac ® Sandis Virts penitus propellenda3 
quibus magis convenit flere atq; lugere. 

But; yet in the proceſs of his Diſcourſe he 

forms this'Obje&ion to himſelf. That this Opi- 

nion may poſſibly be thought not only ſevere but 

cruel, in making 10 allowance for human frailty, 

and damning men for Words ſpoken in Feſt only, 

FVideretur ſententia eſſe crudelis , non ignoſcere 

imbecillitati fragilitatis bumang ; cum etiam 

jocum difta nos damnarent, To which he re- 

turns this Anſwer,-that, Suppoſing men not to 

ge to Hell for ſucbCiberties, yet they will bave a 
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leſs glorious place in Heaven.* Neque vero locum 
_ Stultiloquio et Scurrilitati damus , dum non ex- 
thuduntur & Regno ; ſed quomodo apud Patrem di- 
verſe ſuns Manſiones, et ſtella a ſtella differt 51 
gloria, fiT et Reſurrettiv Mortuorum. Ouamvis 
aliquis agfornicatione immiundici, et laſcivi alienus 
fit , tamin þ ſtultiloquus et ſcurra fueri , non 
tenebit eum loeum, quem poſſeſſurus erat, fs bac 
Vitia non baberet, It ſeems then, upon this 
moſt favourable Conceſſion , that theſe are 
Vices, and at leaſt Venial Sins ſtill. So far 
are they from deſerving to be reckoned among 
Virtues , ow'capable of 'that Honour Ariſtotle 
hath done them, . For he accounts. the"not know- 
mg how to make the Company laughygzar blanyn 
thoſe who have this knack, among Mice 4.5 
attributes this to. a certain Ferity, and Ruſtick 
Roughneſs of Temper.” Plato quite contrary laid 
it down for a Maxim, that a Wiſe Man would 
bluſh and be aſhamed to make people Laugh. But. 
Ariſtotle, who all along pretends to feline upon 
his Maſter, labonrs to accommodate Virtues to 
the Humour of the world, and bend them-to 
common Opinion and Cuſtome : as if it were 
the Buſineſs of Philoſophers not ſo much ro 
*'rep rd what is ſtrictly True, as what is Praftica- 
\ ble and Modiſh, | 
ts indutrion pe the Fathers did not approve 
id 


i induſtrious promoting of Laughter , yet 

d they readily admit of ſuch an agreeable ſweet- 
neſs in Converſation, as ſhould render it entey- 
taming” and gr * And a certain Salt of #?*: 4- 
Wiſdom, ſuch as. St. Paul recommends” for the 
Seaſonjng of our Speech, and giving it a grate- 

' ful reliſh with-thoſe thatthear vs. And even 
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St. Thomas , though in deference to his great 
Maſter, (whoſe Authority was in that Age ſo 
Sacred, that ſcarce any Perſon then living had * 
the Hardineſs to depart from Ariſtatles ſenſe 
of the matter ) he ſeems to have c#ried this 
Liberty of Jeſting too far, where he treats of 
theſe matters in his Summe ; yet even there 
he reduces theſe Delights to a very ſcanty pro- ' 
portion. He requires, that the returns of Di- 
verſion ſhould be bur ſeldom, ard that ſuch 
Pleaſure ſhould be to common Converſation 
the fame that Salt is to our common Food ; 
not that a meal ſhould be made of jr, but thar, 
by a veryſparing mixture, other diſcourſe may 
be vic and made palatable ' by it. He 
abMutely Torbids all thoſe meaſures, which 
quite let looſe the mind,and,inſtead of refreſhing, 
deſtroy its grave and ſerious compoſure, and 
render it regardleſs of, or unfit for,more impor- 
tant Buſinels, "This I have already ſhown to 
be his ſenſe, both in his Summe, and his Com- 
mentary upon St, Paul; For there he comes 4 
great deal cloſer up to the Expreſſions and 
Judgment of the Fathers, and does, in agree- 
ment with Them, reckon Feſting among the' 
Vices reproved by this Apoſtle. 

XXX/IT. It was a very common thing with the Fa-' 
nc wh thers to underſtand that Paſſage of our Bleſſed 
_— the Lord, Wo unto you that laugh now, for ye ſhall 
Gravity of mourn and weep » in the utmoſt rigour , and 
iClriftian literal Senſe. © St. Baſsl, who from thence in- 
Converſa- ferred, that it was not lawful to laugh ar all, 
477 il «2 $K076 xahzas 5 Though it were merely Upon 
int. 21. the account of the might number of thoſe wicked 
keg, fuſs and profane Wretches, who openly affront God and 
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treat bis Laws with deſpipht and contempt, (This 
ſingle conſideration being ſad enough to damp 
and quaſh all diſpoſition to mirth in a zealous 
and GodF man ) moderates the ſeverity of this 


Sentence, by that in Eccle/zaſticus. A Fool lifteth Eccluſ.21, 
up bis Poice with Lauphter, but a Wiſe man doth ©: 


ſcarce ſmile a little : i. e, he ſeems to cheek 
himſelf for ir, when he does it. Agreeably to 
this Sentence, he allows vs with the Preacher, 
to ſweeten our Countenance now and then with 
a Modeſt Smile - But as for thoſe loud Peals 
.of noiſey Mirth, thoſe Rattlings and Shakings 
of the Lungs and Sides, which are rather Violent 
Convulſions than any real Delightz*Theſe, ac- 
cording to Him, are. by no means the Practice 
of a Man of Virtue, and One who is a Maſter 
of Himſelf; And this Extravagance of Mirth 
is what he often inveighs agajnſt, and preſſes 
the preventing and Suppreſling it, as Nuties 
to which the Chriſtian Religion obliges au that 
Profeſs it. 
' Now, whether the Maxims aad Precepts here 
mentioned ought to be carried to the utmoſt 
point of Rigour, and held for obligatory in all 
caſes ; or, whether there may not in ſome in- 
ſtances be ſome abatements allowed 3 and what 
again that Equitable Relaxation is, or where 
fo take place, are Queſtions, which no' man 
ſhould undertake to determine, gnd every wiſe 
and gond man would be very tender of deter- 
mining, by the judgment. of his own Private 
Spirit ; but eſpecially where Himſelf is a Party. 
Things may ſeem very hard and impracticaile 
to us, which yet Almighty-Ggd both ſees hipgh- 
ly reafonable, and knows very poſlible to be 
I 3 performed, 
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performed. God, 1 fay, who perfeQly under. 
ſtands the Nature and Excellence of that Hap- 
pineſs and Reward 'promiſed* to our 'Obedi- 
ence, and the Power of that Aſliſtagee he af- 
fords us in the Diſcharge of it, knows how 
much theſe Advantages ought in equity” to coſt 
vs. And though the Infirmities '.of Humane 
W\iture may ſeem to require theſe Diverſions, 
and render our Condirion Pityable ;* yet no 
Tenderneſs for our-own Fratlty. ſhould make 
us partial Interpreters of Gods Laws :' nor 
prevail with us to depart from the Grave 
and Serious Deportment befitting the Virtne 
and Quo! Chriſtians. © Theſe things, how- 
ever ſevere, muſt not either fright, or blind 
us in the ſearch after Truth ; but we muſt take 
the whole Scheme of it together as it lyes; 
that, by contemplating it's Perfetion, we may 
be made duly ſenſible, both how deeply we ought 
to humdle our Souls before God, for a Converſa- 

tion ſo very defective andſhort of its juſt perfecti- 
on;and likewiſe how higha Pitch it is, that we are. | 
bound to aim at. The Engagements of a Chriſtian 
in thePoint before us cannot be extended further; 
than St. Ba/l hath ſet them, upon that ſaying | 
Maih, 12, of our Bleſſed Lord, For every Idle: word men 
3%, ſhall give an account in'the' Day of Judgment; 
Where to that Enquiry, What that Word 15, | 
which, the Son of God hath declared , men | 
ſhall be called to fo ſevere a Reckoning for, he | 
Reg. brev. returns this Anſwer, 1t 3s:gvery Word,which bath | 
i-t. 2}" 90 regard to, nor does contribute or aim at , that | 
Uſefulneſs, and Benefit, which our © Lard and bis | 

"x v8 have enjoyneg us to ſeek and' follow after, 

And the Dayger, *dds he, of ſpeakirig theſe words 
F | 4 bo . LS 
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is ſo preat, that a Diſcourſe, otherwiſe and in its 
own Nature Good, if it have no manner of reference 
to Edification, promoting Faith and Virtue, is 
not free from this Danger , npon Pretence of the 
Good it contains, But haumg no tendency to edify 
our Neighbour , it afjucs and grieves the Holy 
Spirit, This he afterwards 1lluſtrates by a 
Paſſage in the Epiſtle to the Epheſians ; And 
then at laſt concludes, 4nd what need is there 
for me to ſay, bowewicked and dangerous a thing 
it is to grieve the Holy Spirit ? 

The ſame Dottrin is likewiſe to be met with, 
"and many Arguments brought in confi 
of it, in ſeveral othet parts of { 
And we muſt not think to evade the Severity 
of theſe Rules, by a fond Imagination, thar 
they were intended only for a Monaſtick Life. 
For, quite contrary, his Expreſſions, the Reaſons 
by which he ſupports them , and the whole 
Strain and Temper of his Diſcourſe manifeſtly 
prove, that he makes it his buſineſs t6- lay 
down the Obligations, which Chriſtianity hath 
laid upon all in common ; though he do indeed 
urge them upon the Monks, as perſons under 
peculiar and Striter Engagements to obſerve 
them. In regard a Monk pretends to be no- 
thing elſe, but a Chriſtian, who hath with- 
drawn from the world , that he may more 
vigorouſly and without [Interruption fulfill the 
Duffies of the Chriſtian Religion : Which though 
Others have the ſame Engagements, yet have 
they not the ſame Opportunities, ' to per- 
torm. | 

And if it be farther pleaded, in mitigation 
of this Rigour, that the Failings St, Baſil re- 
I 4 prehends, 
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prehends, are however but Venial Sins, ayd 

for that reaſon reputed and called Small : That 

Father, 1 muſt tell you, will not endure, that 

any Chriſtians ſhould argue at this rate. There 

is no ſuch thing, iays he, as a Small Sin, That 

which we commit is always the Great Sin, becauſe 

it is ſo great -as to overcome us, and that is the 

littte Sin, which, when we are tempted to, we refuſe 

and overcame. And, though it be true, that, 

in a Comparative ſenſe , {gme Sins be- ſmal} ; 

yet a Chriſtian can never be able to make- a 

in Judgment, how very -bighly- fome ſuch 

e aggravated, by the violent Inclinatian 

iebHeart that yields it ſelf up to them. 

And every Chriſtian hath cauſe -enough and 

too much to tremble at that Warning given 

Fceluſ.19. him by the Wiſe man, He that contemneth ſmall 
* things ſhall fall by little and little. 

The Conſe And now. there is no Occaſion for under- 

——_ = taking ſo difficult and Jaborious a task, as the de- 

he forego- termining preciſely,what, degrees of Wickedneſs 

inz Dotr- and Miſchief Plays may be juſtly charged with. 

nee This were- a nice Enquiry, and muſt depend 

| upon the careful conſideration of a great many 

particular Caſes and Circumſtances. It is ſuffi- 

cient. for my preſent purpoic , that, by. the 

Principles and. concurrent Teſtimony of the 

Fathers, they undoubtedly deſerve to be reckon- 

ed among, the moſt dangerous Diverſions in 

the World. And thus much at leaſt my Reader 

is by this time qualihed to judge, whether the 

Fathers, and: Holy DoCtors, who followed after 

them , and particularly, whether St. Thomas 

among the reſt,: who have all expreſſed them- 

felves fo ſevcicly,- and left ſuch ſtrit Rules af 
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Behaviour behind them, would ever have en- 
dured the Buffooneries of the modern Theatres, 

or allowed a Chriſtian in perſonating the many 

vile ridiculous CharaQters ,* which the Stage . 
preſents us with every day. And much leſs yet 

can we: believe, that any wiſe and good man 
ſhould be: found, who 'does not readily agree, 
'that the making Buffoonery a conſtant practice, 

and Tradeican never conſiſt with the Character 

of a grave -and ſerious Perſon, ſuch as every 
Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, it is evident, is ſuppoſ- 

ed and required to be, * But when once I 

have brought you thus far, St. Chry/oſtom then 

will fall upon you might and main, -'He will 

tell you, that it is upon Tour account thatia Chriſ= cyrys. 
tian makes himſelf a ,publick Teſt, that You are an- Hom. 6.in 
ſwerable for his betraying the Dignity of, and becom- Man. 
ang a Scandal to, the glorious Name he bears, ' For ans _ 
do but You ſays he, take care there ſhall be no. Audi- Eober. : 
ence, and the AGors will ceaſe of courſe, And if it 

be ſuch a commendable, Such a fine thing, to turn 
AMimick and break jeſts upon a ſtage, wby do you not 

enter men of Birth and Quality in this noble Pro- 
fFeſſion ?- * To men of ſenie and Honour we may 
alledge, What Beauty, what Commendation can 

there be in an At which no man can exccll in, with- 

put Shame and Scandal? And a greatdeal more 

to the ſame purpoſe. | 

St, Themas, as ] have ſhewn at large, treads in 

his ſteps. And, if he have a little deviated in- 

to the Notions, or rather inro the Language 

and Expreſſions, of Ariſtotle, yet when nicely 
examined we ſind him ſtanch at the hottom ; 

and not at all differins from the Strianeſs and 
Reegularity of the Fathers who led the way be- 

fore him, . -- . +** And 
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And now, after what hath been already ſaid, 
It will be of very little conſequence to enquire 
into the Opinions of other Divines about this 
matter. I ſhall make no difficulty to owny 
that after having Set themſelves for a long; 
while againſt all Publick Shews, and in a parti- 
cular manner againſt thoſe. of the Theatre, 
there was a certain period in the Church, when' 
men began to entertain ſome hopes, that the 
Stage might be reduced to ſuch meaſures, as, 
if obſerved, would render it harmleſs and de- 
cent, or at leaſt not altogether inſupportable 
This put them upon Regulations, and Reme- 
dies, for preventing the miſchiefs, which muſt 
neceſſarily grow from the people's furious and Ill Ch 
unconquerable Inclination ,to thoſe dangerous Wjbo 
Amuſements, But Experience quickly convinc= Wm: 
ed them that Humorſom Drollery and Studied WW T 
Diverſion bear too hard upon Liceatiouſneſs, e- I of 
yer to be cntirely ſeparated from it. Not that W w 
theſe things, whey conſidered abſtractedlyand in II ſt 
there own nature, have any ſuch neceſſary Con- i C 
nexion and rutuall Dependence, as ſhould ren- I vw 
der ſuch a ſeparation abſolutely impoſſible; or,as I t: 
the Schools ſpeak, that it implyes any Contradic- I a 


| tion. So far from that, that I will veuture to I Vv 


ſay, the thing is not utterly Impracticable; for t 
there have been in fact ſome Innocent Repre- V 
ſentations of this kind. Ir were an vnreaſona- [ 
ble Stretch of Rigour ro condemn ſome of thoſe v 
uſed in Colleges; which the Maſters impoſe T 
upon the Youth under their Charge, as Exerciſes 
which eentribute to the forming, their* Style, 
their Geſtures, their Elocution, their Behavi- 
our, af however for a Refreſhment and harm- 
leſs Diverſion to them 2r the Cloſe of the year, | 
| whe, 
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when they have gone through'the painfull courſe 
of their Studies. - And yet thoſe Rules are 
zorth our obſervation, which a very Learned 
Society have made ppon this accaſion, who with 
xtraordinary zeal and marvellous Succeſs have 


hut Latin 5 that they ſhould be a{ted but wery Sel- 
dom ; that the SubjeF of ſuch Plays ſhould not be 
Grave only, but Holy - and Pious ; that the Inter- 
Indes between the 4&s ſhould likewiſe be all in La= 
tin, and contain nothing, which in the leaſt breaks 
in upon the Rules of Decency ;, and that nofemale 
Charatter, nor ſo much as the Habit of that | Sex, 
ſhould be admitted to appear upon the Stage, . A 
man in his reading. may diſcover infinite 
Touches of this Wiſdom, in the Regulations 
of this vencrable Inſtitution : and particularly 
we find, that with regard to Plays, notwith- 
ſtanding all their precautions to preſerve thoſe 
Collegiate Recreations, from all the abuſes 
with which other Repreſentation of this kind are 
tainted, the beſt courſe they can take is, after 
all. to be ſure, that the Returns of them be but 
very ſeldom. And if it be ſo exceeding difficult 
to bring the Theatre to any tolerable Decorum, 
under the jealous - obſervation and ſevere diſci- 
pline of prudent and pious':Maſters, what a 
wretched thing is it like to be, when left to the 
mercy of Diſſolute and impudeat- Players ; 
men that have no principle which they go up- 
on,nor any other end to ſerve, but the bringing 
in as much Profit to. themſelves, and the giving 
the SpeQators as much Pleaſure, ' as" poſlibly 
they can, The Female Characters, which thoſs 
tos © EE LEES, Regulz- 
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devoted themſelves to the inſtructing of Young Ret. ſtud 
rſons. They order, 'that the Tragedies and 74g. K#. 
omedias ſhould never be allowed in any Language ®* 13+ | 
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Regulators refuſe upon any terms to admit up- 
on the Stage, for ſeveral 'very good Reaſons, 
-and particularly to decline thoſe diſgniſes,whi 
even the Philoſophers highly condemned, 
if thrown out would reduce Plays to fo little 
choice of ſubjects, and thoſe too ſo infinitely dif. 
tant from the Spirit and Temper of Modern 
Plays, that to confine them within this com- 

| —_ were in effect to make them fall of them- 
ſelves. How manifeſt is -it then to cvery one, 
qyho will but take the pains to conſider it, that 
Plays cannot be ſupported without we allow 
them to mingle Evil with Good ? Nay not only 
ſo, but the Alloy of Evil muſt be in much 
the Greater Quantity, to enable the Play-houſe 
to ſtand ; becauſe they live and thrive by recoms 
mending themſelves to the taſt and humour 
of the people, and this Taſt to be ſure is viti- 
ated, and thipks it ſelf beſt regaled with the 
worſt Obje&s. Upon this account alſo it is that a- 
monyg all the ſolema and bitter IaveRives againſt 
the Theatre, to be met with in the Fathers, we 
never find them laying any projet, or making 
any attempts to reform it. They were very 
ſenfible; how vain and fruitleſs all ſuch Expedi- 
ents mult needs prove, when brought to Try- 
all. They faw theſe mens buſineſs was to' 
pleaſe, and that whoever makes that his End, 
will ſtick at no means of compaſſing it, Virtue: 
and Conſcience are then ſet aſide, and pleaſed the 
Audience muſt be at any rate. Of the two 
kinds of Dramatick Poetry, The One is grave 
and ſerious but full of Paſſion; _ The Other 
more reſembling common Converſation, dut all 
upon the Repartie;and the Jeſt, and the Buffoone- 
ry; So that they could nor, in either kind, 
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ind” any thing fit for Chriſtians ; and therefore 
they thought the fafeſt, as well as Shorteſt, 
Wray would be utterly to diſcard all. For why 

hould they give themſelves the Endleſs trouble 
ducing them to the Rules of ;Virtve, fince 
This was in effe&t fighting againſt the Nature 

the thing ? For Plays muſt ceaſe to be what 
they are, and proceed upon quite different views 
nd Ends, before they can ever be brought 
rithin -the compaſs of Severe Mcrallity. The 
rery Genius of Comedy conſiſts in furniſhing 
wbjets for laughter. Cz/ar himſelf was of 
pinion that Terence was defeQive in this point, 
fople naturally covet to have the ridiculous 
jart carried to a greater height ; and the good 
ceptance , which Ariſtophanes and Plautus 
fund in the world, is an evident proof ta what 
m exceſs of Licentiouſneſs Mirth and Jeſting 
tturally degnerate, when Men pive a looſe to 
them. Terence, who, in imitation of Menander, 
checkt himſelf in the Ridiculeing part of Co- 
medy, yet is not one whit the chaſter for all 
that. And we ſhall ever find it an incredible 
lifficulty to keep the Pleaſant part uninfected 
ith the unlawfull and Lientious, Upon this ac=- 


yordsput together, Ludicra, Jocularia, Turpia, 
ſcena, Diverting, Focular, Scandalous, and Ob- 
Not that theſe things always go toge- 
ther, but j becauſe they border fo near, and fide 
into. one another ſo naturally ; that it is -paſt 
any man's Skill to keep them aſunder, by in- 
dulging one ſort, and not being inſenhibly 0- 
vertaken by ſome of the reſt. This cuts off all 
reaſonable Hopes of makeing Plays truly regu- 
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aunt you ſo often find-in the Canons theſe Four - 
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lar, becauſe the very deſign and Foundation 
is navght and rotten, For Tragedy, which 
undertakes to repreſent 'the Great and potent 
paſſions, , labours to move thoſe that are moſt 
dangerous to be Stirred, becauſe the A ﬀeRing 
of theſe is likewiſe moſt agreable; And Come. 
dy, whoſe deſign is to,/divert and make you 
laugh, ( which one would .think upon this 
account might be ſo managed, as-to be the leſs 
- vicious and dangerous #f the Two ) beſides the 
Indecency of that Chara&er in a Chriſtian, 
does roo ealily and. naturally engage menin 
Licentiouſneſs. . And thus it muſt do, to re- 
commend it ſelf to the world, , For however 
moderate. and reſerved the men of the World 

may pretend to be, yet, generally Speakin 
they are much better pleaſed, that Vice ſhould 
be covered up, and* veiled over a little, than 
that it. ſhould be entirely Suppreſſed,” and not 

Suffered to come abroad at all. 7 

Our own Experience hath taught ys, . what all 
the Reformation of Plays, is core to, which 
hath. been ſo 7zealouſly.. endeavoured in the- 
preſent Age. Our Farces are .Still full of 
groſs,. and nauſeous, and” barefaced Filthinefs., 
"ra even the Comedies, which pretend to-a 
igher Charater and more correct  Syrain , 
are abominably Sullied with jt'too, The deepeſt, 
and t Tragedies will not take withogt s. 
world of Love and Tender Paſſion. | 
the effe&, which hath followed upon the Cau- 
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of a great Miniſter of France, for purging 
> Stage is come at laſtto this : . That Men 


& re 2 li more modeſt and arvfull in their 
pr ; The fame things are Still ſaid 18 
" | Pl Some- 
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Somewhat cleaner , but - not Jeſs .moving 
LADEPage. 3 and the ſame Baits are laid for 
eak and unwary Sovls, which are but the more 
Sue erous and more likely to take their prey, 
ing laid more out of Sight. 
+ Theſe things duly confidered will make onr 
*Wonder ceaſe, that the Church ſhould declare 
her diſlike of,” and cenſure all theſe Sorts of 
Pleaſure in generall. For, alrhough She com- 
m__ reſtrain the Canonicall Puniſhments 
Ned to ſappreſs them, td ſome particular 
ons, as for Inſtance The ergy3- and to 
Aut certain Places, as the Churches for -ex- 
ample ; and to ſome certain Times as Holy- 
days ; becauſe in the uſuall methods of Procetſs, 
her Goodneſs and Prudence does ( as'we ob- 
ſerved before ) think fit to Spare the Generali- 
ty of people in the Publick Cenſures ; Yet, a- 
mong theſe Prohibitions, thus expreslly limited, 
there are many ſevere 'Girds Scattered againſt 
all Sorts of ſuch Publick Entertainments, and 
many Argumentsaimed at diſſwading Chriſti- 
ans from encourageing and frequenting them, 
St. Charles, whoſe Anthority is produced "as One 
-of thoſe, who in charitable Condeſcenſion -=_ 
ſome time Submit to attempt the / 
of Phayy, ſoon found himſelf beaten off from al 
hope in that deſign, And in the 


Kind Car he t0Kto) cover the 


{the Th and upon Holidays at teaft 
' he does nots r'to inſpire 'an "vniverſall 
diſlike [of them,” He calls Plays'a/Rag Or Ret 42. þ 4, 


nant 0 ;ſme,n ' were-r inſt. prad, 
rn. 0 Papatiſine blick Repfeſema- #!'- 1559: 
tions of 's rigie 3 but becauſe thoſe Paſſions, /* 4**- 
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which formed the Heathen Gods, reign in Plays 
ſtill, and. are reſpe&ed and adored by Chriſti- 
ans. Somtimes, after the Pattern of the oo 


y 
transfuſed into his writings, he contents himſelf 


tbed, p, 6, With calling them Trifling and unprofitable Diver- 


faons, Ludicya et inania SpeFacula, Accounting: 
that Chriſtians, who have ſach important at- 
fairs upon -their hands, and . muſt be Shortly 
judged before ſo terrible a . Tribunall for their 
management of *them, could not find vacant 
fpace enough if Life , for Amuſements, { 
vain, and which take up ſo many of their preti- 
ous Hours. This appeared.,in his Eſteem,Obje&i-. 
an ſufficient againſt them, though they had been 
liable to no other: . Though they had not been, 
ſo full of Temptations, Whether ſuch as are 
roſs. and open, and upon that account more. 
deteſtable ,”, Or .whether ſuch as are nicely 
wrought, and upon that account more Danger- 
ous. Nor does he. think it reconcileable with 
a Chriſtians Character,” to-receive ſuch tender. 
and violent Impreſlions,or be ſo-eagerly concern- 
ed for matters of little or . no += i up-. 
on the-whole matter he-brands. theſe unhappy 
Diverſions with the Infamous Title," of Alure- 
ments and- Nurſeries of Vice,". Jilecebras et Semi», 
aria Vitiorum, . And, though he do not formally. 
ney ene Ce - Aber the cue, _—_ 
| frequent and delight in theny,Yet he de-. 
livers ſuch up to the zeal and Repropfs of the 
Preachers ; whom he Solemnly epjoyns to Sparc 
y pains,” that may work men -vp'to-an abhor-. 
rence of theſe deſtructive -Diyerſions, - He tells 
them, they 01ght to deteſt then" as the Source 03 
com» 
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| "wk root out all Players, Strowlers, Adors 0 


puniſh thoſe that ' entertain and lodge them in Pub- 
lick-bouſes, There would be no end of inſtanc- 
ing in the ſeverall reproachfull Titles, with 
which he expoſes them. And theſe are the Sen- 
timents and Maximes'of the Chriſtian Religion 
againſt Plays, - which I have repreſented with 
all the Care and Faithfulneſs I am able. | 
Thoſe who flattered themſelves with a vain 
hope of obtaining an Approbation, for Plays 
may now be convinced by the generall Outcry 
againſt this late Diſcourſe in their favour,and by 
the Publick Cenſures it hath drawn upon ſome 
who have owned their being ſeduced by the 
dangerous Opiniofis propagated and maintain- 
ed by it, how averſe the Church is from aftor« 
ding them'any Countenance or Support. And 
this is yet a farther Argument againſt that Scan- 
dalous Diſcourſe', that, notwithſtanding the 
reputed Anthor be a Divine, yet -the world 
fannor accuſe Divines with being Favourers and 
Approvers of it. _ For few or none(have ap« 
red tobe ſich, except the Comick Poets and 
layers, whoſe Intereſt, diſpoſes.them, to up- 
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hold a Trat'Minfamous and pernicious, as theſt 
very Plays it defends. 
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But enotigh hath been ſaid. upon this Subject, 


and the only thing now remaining is to Shew 
bato men more excellent way. Jn order 
| — R there» 
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emmon Calamities and things that provoke the Ihid-p. 40. 
udgments ' and Vengeance of Almighty God, Fe Conc. 

admoniſhes Princes and Magiſtrates to expell. ang - hs op N Za . 
arces, and other common” Peſts, as abandoned 415, Con 

wretches, and Corrupters of Good manners, and to VI.&, 
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therefore to extirpate utterly all Reliſh for 

Plays, we fhonld recommend that better de- 

light men may find from Reading the Goſyel 

and attending d:ligently upon Prayer. Let 
therefore, with St. Pawl, Set our ſelves ſeri 

to conſider the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Author and 

Hebr XII. Finiſher of our Faith, that very Jeſus, who, when 

m he condeſcended to take npon him all eur na- 

: turall Infirmities, that ſo be might be like unto bis 

Ibid. 1V. Brethren in every thingy Sig only excepted, was 

= content to ſubmit to. Our Tears, and our Sor- 

rows, to accept out Pains, nay our Terronrs 

and Agonies of Spirit, yet we do not ſind that 

he took our Diverſions, our Mirth, and our 

Laughter. He did not think fit, that thoſe 

Fſ.XLY. Lips, which were fl} of Grace, ſhould ever once 

dilate themſelves by any Motion, attended with 

Indecent Gayety, or unworthy the Charader 

of God made Man. I do not wonder at this 

Difference. For our Pains and Griefs are reall 

and ſubſtantiall, becauſe Theſe arejuſt Puniſh- 

ments and naturall Effefs of our Sins; from 

the time that Sin entred into the world we 

have not any Solid and ſufficient fqundati- 

on for Mirth and Joy. This made the 

Footer. Bt Wiſe-man cry out, / looked upon Laughter to be 

> et Madneſs, and 1 ſaid unto Mirth, Why doſt thau 

cheat me ? or, as the Original} imports, / ſaid 

7h ter Thou art a Fool, þ = (es Mirth, 
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what doſt thou here? Wherefore doſt thou tran(- 
Port me, like an Extravagant unthinking man ; 
and endeavour to perſwade me that I have any 


Th 


juſt. canſe of rejoycing, when I am {© thick be- 
{t with Evils on every fide ? Thus the Word 
made Fleſh, the Eternall Trath manifeſted 1n 

our 
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our N ature, might without any diminution to 
his Wiſdom and Honour, take upon him out 
Sufferings, which are Reall : but he world not 
ſtoop FX ow as to take our Joys and our Mitth, 
which are only fantaſticall and Imaginary ; and 
imply great miſtake, or great Inconſideration, 
when we indulge them freely. 
Afd our Bleſſed Saviour was not without 
igrecable qualities and converſation to recom- 
mend him notwithſtanding. Al men, we are ;, 
{ told, were aſtoniſhed and wondred at the gratious 
Words, that procteded out of bis Mouth. And lot Fobn y 
only his Apoſtles faid, Maſter,to whom ſhall we go ? 09. 

J Thou haft the words of Eternall Life; but even The 
Officers, Sent to apprehend his Perſon, brought 
back word to thoſe Phariſees, by whoſe Commiſ- F = VII, 
fion they ated, never Man ſpoke like this man, ** 
And yet, as charming as his words were then, 
he ſpeaks with quite ari6ther fort of ſmeetneſs, 
with a 4 more ſenſible, more raviſhing Deligh 
when he makes bimfelf heard and rw vv 
In the Hearts of Good men, and kindles that 
ure celeſtiall Fire, with which David felt him- 
elf enflamed, when he burſt out into that Ex- 
Th: of his zeal, The Fire kindled, and at the 

I ſpake with any 'T, ongue, Then Then it Is, Pla 
y the Confolation of the Holy Spirit. XXX1X 
there Springs up and overflows ſuch a pleptifull 4. 
Effuſion of Divine Joy in Pious and Devout 
Souls! A Joy too ſublime for. the world to 
have any. true ſenſe or juſt Notion of ; a Joy, 
which teaches us to contemn that whic courts 
and carefſes our Senſes, and grows ore ex- 
quiſite by ſuch Contempt. A laſting and un- 
changeable Peace of mind, a ſweet and reviving 
Hope of enjoying God, "the Chief, nr” 
00d 


5 wu ww OGo& _-rz 


Luke IV: 


ww 


$ 
$ 
t 
r 
£ 
c 
h 
' 


+ —- 


 % IO; > - 


_— 


"2 of ty, }F << v. 


—_— 4+ 


" 416 Mavxims and Reflefions 


Good, No Rehearſall, no Muſick, no Harmo- 
nious Voice, is neceſſary, or comparable to this 
Pleaſure, And therefore if we require Shews 
and Reprelentations, to move our Aﬀections 
with an agreable Vehemence, If we would have 
Shedding of Blood, and Images of Love and 
Tenderneſs ſer before our Eyes 3 let us fix our 
Sight and Thoughts upon the ſame Bleſſed 
Jeſus, For what can we poſſibly look upon, 
ſo Beantifull and Charming to.behold, {ſo Ten. 
der and AﬀecQting, as the Bloody Death of Je- 


ſus and his Martyrs? What Battels bravely 


fought, What Crowns won, can in any deeree 
compare with his. Glorious Conqueſt over all 
the world, and the Throne and Kingdom of 
his Truth ſer up in the minds of men ? What 
darts are fo piercing, as thoſe with which he 
wounds the Hearts of his Servants? What 
Sighs ſo pure and cbaſt, as thoſe which His 
Church is continually breathing forth, and the 
Souls that are raviſhed with his love, and run 
and pant after his ſweet Perfumes? Were men 
once brought to ſuch a temper, as to taſt and 
delight in theſe Heavenly ſweetneſſes,to feed and 
foaſt upon this hidden Manna, the Play-houſe 
doors would quickly be Shut up ; and every 
truly Chriſtian Soul would take up David's 
Meditation, The Sners, and ſuch as are fond of 
this world and it's ſenſuall Delights, bave contri- 
ved lyes.and ſeduced me with Fiftons and Fabler, 
the fond conceits and inventions of their own 
Brain ,. or ( according to the Septuagint ) 
they talk to mc of falſe and deceitful Pleaſures but 
my Delight bath been' in thy Law. . Nothing but 
this fills mens hearts with true Joy, and ſuch, 
ws having a firm foundation, ſtands falt, -anf 
endures for evermore. fs 
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As for Thoſe, who are in good earneſt deſi- 
rous to make a thorough Reformation in Plays, 
that ſo, like the Heathens of Old,, we might 
contrive to inſinuate Morality and Wiſdome by . 
the moſt entertaining methods; and at once 
conſult the Pleaſure and Profit of fo mixt an 
Audience, by introducing proper Exampilcs and 
Serious Inſtructions for Princes and common 
People; I cannot find any fault with- the Ho- 
neſt Intention of thefe well-meaning Men. But 
then I muſt beg leave to put them in mind 
how improper an Expedient they have pitched 
vpon for their purpoſe. . And this they will 
ſoon be ſenſible of, if they refle&, that Charm- 
ing the Senſes is but a very Aukward and un- 
likely way of reforming the Mind, and intro- 
ducing the Sentiments and love of ſevere Vir- 
tue, The Theatre indeed might poſſibly do 
ſome ſervice to Heathens, whoſe Virtue was 
imperfet, and groſs, worldly and ſuperficiall 
only ; But alas! Chriſtians cannot expe@ the 
ſame Benefit from it. For it hath not the Au- 
thority,* nor the Dignity, nor the Efficacy, re- 
quiſite for inſpiring the refined and exalted Ver- 
tyes, ſuitable to the State and Covenant-of 
the Goſpel, As for Kings, God hath provi- . 
ded them a better Teacher, He ſends them to »,,, 
his Law, to learn their Duty there, He or- xv11, ,,, 
ders that they Should read this diligently all the P/al. 1. :, 
Days of their Life ;, that they Should, with <*!*.55. 
David meditate and exerciſe themſelves in it day Are 
and night, and with Solomon;that they ſhould be led 2, * '* 
by Religious Wiſdom when they po, that they 
ſhould be kept by it, when they ſleep, that they 

ralk and converſe fantiliarly with ir, when they 
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** 


awake. But as for the Inſtruttions dropt from 
the Stage, their touch is too ſoft and gentle 
to make any deep or powerfull 1 
| There is really nothing of Weight, and Seri- 
ouſneſs, and true Force at the Bottom. And 
that little they pretend to lyes too far out of 
Gght, aad is fo diſguiſed, that but few diſcover, 
and fewer ye attend toit. In Short, It is the 
fondeſt panties mg world to hope for 
any mighty Retormation, or true Improvement 
from a method, where matters are managed 
fo, as to make a Mans Vices a Jeſt, and his Vir- 
tue an Amuſement. 
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P Age 6.1, 23. eft. finds. d.,. p.g.18.eft. expref.7.1 pray, 
, P.11.6.r.alledged.in marg.fer 74.47 p.12.25.7.appeat, 
$.30.r. inſenfibly. p. 15.5.7. the Poet, p.17.22.#.Vice.p.18, 

in marg.r.Precienſes: p.24. 11 Wage 1.17 11:2164-Full, p, 
30-297, though, p.3 1.1 marg.r. Conf. 111.1. p.3 3-41 marg, 
r.Cont.Ful. /7.14. p.29-177.Virtue. p 48.margs., Conc,Turon, 
Can, 8, Capinu, Bal. f.2.44.3.C.7 Eg P.gO-May oF, Iſai. LVIIh 
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99 Y, Ex0d, XX X1.12. P. 107. 13.7. Royce þ-115. 
16.7 laſcivia,17. fuerit, p,123.4-7.0ccaſion. /.23-7.Repreſen- 
tations, marg, r-2Stud: tit, reg, p. 127,91478.5, inſt, pred, Edit, 
for P.3+ 112.7. 128. In the Preface.P.3.1.11.7.Juftifics.p.6. 
23. 7. write? p.86, r,thar-p, 8.29. for the, r, fit. | 
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BOOKS Printed for Richard Sure: 


Hermas, &c, Tranſlated aud d in Eng- 
liſh, 8. 
I PraQical Diſcourſe Concerning Swearing,s. 

The Authority of Chriſtian Princes, over Ec- 
cleſtical Synods, in Anfwer toa Letter to a Cor- 
vocation Man, 8. 

Sermons, on ſeveral Occaſions, 4. 

+ Theſe by Dr. Wake, 

Epietus's Morals, with Simpligius's Coment,$, 

A Sermon Preached upon the Death of ithe 
Queen. 

Both by Dr George Stanbope. 

The Do&@rine of a God and Providence vin- 
dicated and aſſuerted, 8. 

Diſcourſes on ſeveral Divine SubjeQs, 8. Theſe 
two Mr. by Thomas Gregory, Le&urer of Fulham, 

Dr. Gregory's Divine Antidote, in Anſwer to 
an Heretical Pamphlet, Entituled an End to the 
Socinian Controverſy, 8. 

Eſſays, upon ſeyeral Moral Subjedts, in two 
parts, A 


**, 
\ b E0 <A , ” | «'% | 
: P: 0 : , 
p = , V - 8 p.» $ . '» 
» - hd 


*S 


TE 


# MM Fx : Ts = -. "#7 4” W.- d ] 
4 w . : 4 & 4 "IT; I "ys > 
BOOKS Pririted for R; Seve. 


A ſhort View of the Profaneneſs and Immors- 


lity of the Engliſh ſtage &c. 


A defence of the ſaid View. Theſe three by 
Mr. Collier, 

Compleat Sets, conſiſting of 8 Volumes of 
Letters writ by a Turkiſh Spy who lived 45. 
Years at Paris undiſcovered, giving an account 
of the Principal Aﬀairs of Europe, 12. 

Humane Prudence, or the Art by which a man 

y raiſe himſelf and Fortune to Grandure, 12, 
Moral Maxims and Refizgions, written in 
French by the Duke of Rochfoucault, now Eng- 


liſhed, 12. 


Of the Art both of writing and judging of 
Hiſtory, with RefleQions upon Ancient as well 
as Modern Hiſtorians. By Father Le Moyne. 12, 

- An Eſſay upon Reaſon, by Sir George Mac- 
kenzie, 12. | 
.. Death made comfortable, or the way to dye 
yell. By Tobn Kettlewel, 12 

. The Parſon's Counſellor, or the Law of 
Tythes. By Sir Simon Degg, 8. 

The Unlawfulnefs of Bonds of Reſignation, 
8. Price 6. d. 

- An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretences 
which Men ordirarily make for their not com- 
ing to the Holy Sacrament, 8. Price 3. d. by a 
Divine of the Church of England. - -- 

Remarks on a Book Entitoled, 'Prince Arthur 
an Heroick Poem, by Mr. Dennis,', 


